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TRADITIONALLY} THE PARTY OUT OF POWER FOCUSES ITS OFF-
YEAR ELECTION CAMPAIGN ON WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE PARTY 
IN POWER. FOR A LONG, LONG TIME WE'VE GROWN ACCIJSTOMED 
TO THIS ROLE, PERHAPS TOO COMFORTABLE WITH IT. AND 
THIS YEAR IS NO EXCEPTION. 
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REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES ARE POINTING OUT THE DEFICIENCIES 
OF THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ALLIES IN CONGRESSJ THE FOREIGN 
AND DOMESTIC POLICY FAILURESJ THE WOEFULLY INADEQUATE 
ECONOMICJ ENERGYJ FARMJ HEALTH CAREJ AND URBAN INITIATIVES 
OF THE MAJORITY PARTY I FRA~!KLY J IT Is MOT HARD TO CONSTRUCT 
A PRETTY CONVINCING CASE AGAINST THE DEMOCRATS. 

BUT IS IT ENOUGH FOR US TO SAY THE DEMOCRATS ARE BAD 
AND WE'RE AVAILABLE? DON'T WE RISK PROLONGING THE 
PERCEPTION OF OUR PARTY AS A PARTY OF POLITICAL nAGAINSTERSnJ 
A PARTY THAT CARES FOR THE HAVES AND NOT THE HAVE-NOTSJ 
THOSE WHO CAM HELP THEMSELVES AND NOT THOSE WHO MEED 
HELP? ISN'T IT TIME FOR REPUBLICAN POLITICIANS AND 
OFFICE HOLDERS TO TELL THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHAT WE 
STAND FOR, NOT JUST WHAT HE AR.E AGAINST? 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 2 of 16



-3-

OPPORTUNITY IN 1978 

OUR PARTY HAS A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY IN 1978 TO OFFER 
TO THE VOTERS OF AMERICA ATTRACTIVE ALTERNATIVFS TO 
MORE-OF-THE-SAME POLICIES WHICH HAVE USHERED IN AN 
ERA OF HIGH TAXATIONJ HIGH UNEMPLOYMENTJ DOUBLE-DIGIT 
INFLATIONJ AND OVERZEALOUS GOVERNMENT REGULATION. 

END OF AN ERA 

THE ERA IS OVER WHEN POLITICIANS CAN BUY POLITICAL 
POWER WITH TAXPAYERS' DOLLARS. THE PEOPLE ARE DEMANDING 
AN END TO THE "TAX AND TAXJ SPEND AND SPEND" PHILOSOPHY 
WHICH HAS DOMINATED OUR GOVERNMENT FOR FAR TOO LONG. 

NO ONE ISSUE IS MORE REFLECTIVE OF THE PUBLIC MOOD AND 
NONE HOLDS GREATER POLITICAL PROMISE FOR THE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY THAN THE STATE OF THE AMERICAN ECONOMY. 
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WAGE AND PRICE PROGRAMS 

IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THERE WILL BF CONSIDERABLE 
ATTENTION FOCUSED ON THE NEW "VOLUNTARY" WAGE AND PRICE 
PROGRAMS INITIATED BY THE ADMINISTRATION. CLEARLY, THE 
PRESIDENT IS RIGHT IN FOCUSING MATIONAL .~TTENTION otl 
INFLATION. IT IS NO SECRET THAT PRICES ARE SKYROCKETING. 
IN FACT, THIS YEAR THE RISE IN THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
WILL BE TWICE AS HIGH AS IT WAS IN THE LAST YEAR OF THE 
FORD ADMINISTRATION. ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS NOW SPEAK 
IN TERMS OF SLOWING INFLATION NEXT YEAR TO 7%. HOWEVER, 
WITH FURTHER INCREASES IN THE MINIMUM WAGE AND SOCIAL 
SECURITY TAXES SLATED NEXT YEAR, EVEN THOSE PROJECTIONS 
ARE OPTIMISTIC. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 4 of 16



-5-

I DON'T BELIEVE THAT A COMPLICATED AND BUREAUCRACY-
LADEN SET OF PRICE AND WAGE CONTROLS WILL WORK. BUSINESS 
DOESN'T THINK SO., LABOR DOESN'T THINK SO AND CONSUMERS 
DON'T THINK THIS WILL WORK. CERTAINLY., IF HE EXAMINE 
OUR PAST EXPERIENCES WITH THIS TYPE OF PROGRAM., WE ARE 
FLIRTING ·WITH ANOTHER DISASTER--PARTIGULARLY IF 
"VOLUNTARY" CONTROLS BECOME MANDATORY CONTROLS. 
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THE ADMINISTRATION'S PROGRAM IS OMLY TREATING THE 
SYMPTOMS OF I NFLAT I O~L NOT THE CAUSE, ~4E NEED TO 
REDUCE FEDERAL SPENDING, STOP ·THE GOVERNMENT'S PRINTING 
PRESS AND FREE UP MONEY FOR PRIVATE VENTURES. WE NEED 
TO CUT BACK ON NEEDLESS AND SENSELESS GOVERNMENT 
REGULATION THAT, ACCORDING TO SOME ESTIMATES, ADDS AS 
MUCH AS $100 BILLION A YEAR TO THE PRICE TAG OF THE 
GOODS WE BUY. WE NEED TO INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY. THERE 
IS NO QUESTION THAT THE LACK OF INCREASES IN AMERICAN 
PRODUCTIVITY HAS CONTRIBUTED TO INFLATION. THE 
PRODUCTIVITY OF THE AMERICAN WORK FORCE, MEASURED OVER 
THE LAST 10 YEARS, HAS BEEN LESS THAN A QUARTER OF 
THAT OF JAPAN. EVEN THE TROUBLED ECONOMY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN HAS GREATER PRODUCTIVITY THAN DOES THE UNITED 
STATES. I BELIEVE WE NEED TO INCREASE INCENTIVES, 
THROUGH THE TAX SYSTEM FOR INSTANCE, TO REVERSE THE 
TREND. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 6 of 16



-7-

WE WON'T GET A HANDLE ON INFLATION--AND THE HIGH TAXES 
IT MANDATES--UNTIL WE RESTORE FISCAL SANITY IN WASHINGTONJ 
SLOW THE INEXORABLE GROWTH OF GOVERNMENT SPENDINGJ 
ELIMINATE HUGE BUDGET DEFICITSJ AND RESTORE PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE IN THE AMERICAN ECONOMY--CONFIDENCE THAT 
EVERY DOLLAR SPENT BY GOVERNMENT WILL BE AN INVESTMENT 
IN AMERICA'S FUTUREJ NOT AN ADDITIONAL MORTGATE ON 
OUR CHILDREN AND OUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN. 
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EROSION OF CONFIDENCE 

INFLATION HAS ERODED THE TAXPAYERS' CONFIDENCE IN THE 
FAIRNESS OF OUR TAX SYSTEM. TODAY) IF A TAXPAYER'S 
SALARY GOES UP TO ACCOMMODATE FOR INFLATION) THE TAXPAYER 
ENDS UP PAYING MORE TAXES THAN BEFORE THE SALARY INCREASE. 
SO HE'S HIT FROM BOTH SIDES--HIGHER TAXATION AND HIGHER 
PRICES. THE TAX REDUCTION BILL JUST PASSED BY CONGRESS) 
WELCOME AS IT MAY BE TO HARD-PRESSED TAXPAYERS) ISN'T 
REALLY GOING TO HELP THAT MUCH. IN FACT) DESPITE THE 
$18.7 BILLION TAX CUT) MORE THAN 80% OF OUR NATION'S 
TAXPAYERS WILL RECEIVE A TAX INCREASE ON JANUARY 1. 
ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS IS THAT SOCIAL SECURITY TAXES 
WILL CLIMB NEXT YEAR BY AS MUCH AS $260 AND THEY WILL 
CONTINUE TO CLIMB THEREAFTER. 
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NATIONA.L HEALTH CARE 

ANOTHER PROBLEM URGENTLY NEEDING ATTENTION IS NATIONAL 
HEALTH CARE. TO DATE) FEDERAL HEALTH PROGRAMS HAVE 
NOT REDUCED THE PERCENTAGE OF INCOME OLDER AMERICANS 
EXPEND ON MEDICAL SERVICES BY ONE POINT. BUT COSTLY) 
COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE PROPOSALS ARE 
NOT THE ANSWER. THEY WILL ONLY FURTHER THE INFLATION 
SPIRAL IN HEALTH CARE COSTS. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 9 of 16



-10-

BUT IF COMPREHENSIVE FEDERAL ACTION IM THE HEALTH CARE 
FIELD IS WRONG) AND IF WEJ AS REPUBLICANS) OPPOSE ITJ 
ISN'T IT TIME TO RECOGNIZE THAT GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED 
CATASTROPHIC HEALTH CARE INSURANCE CAN ALLEVIATE THE 
FINANCIAL HARDSHIP OF MAJOR MEDICAL EXPENSE WITHOUT 
CREATING DISINCENTIVES FOR PREVENTIVE CARE AND COST 
CONTROL? I THINK IT IS. 

PROGRAMS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

WHILE THE PROBLEMS OF TAXFLATfON AND OVERREGULATION HAVE 
DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS ON EVERYONE) THEY HAVE AN ALMOST 
DEADLY IMPACT ON OLDER AMERICANS AND OTHERS LIVIMG 
ON FIXED INCOMES. IN THE PAST) WHEN WE HAVE TALKED OF 
ASSISTING SENIOR CITIZENS) TOO OFTEN WE THOUGHT ONLY 
IN TERMS OF MORE PROTECTIVE CARE SERVICES. IF WE WANT 
TO ADDRESS THE SPECIAL CONCERNS OF OLDER CITIZENS) 
I SUGGEST WE CAN HELP THE MOST BY FIRST CONTROLLING 
INFLATION) TAXES) AND GOVERNMENT SPENDING. CONTROLS IN 
THESE AREAS WILL GO A LONG WAY TOWARDS SOLVING THE 
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED BY OLDER CITIZENS. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS AMD THE ARMS RACE 

IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA, REPUBLICANS HAVE TRADITIONALLY 
INSISTED UPON RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AROUND THE GLOBE. 
AND WE'VE INSISTED THAT AMERICA MAINTAIN THE MILITARY 
STRENGTH IT NEEDS SO THAT THE TIME WILL NEVER COME 
WHEN WE WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO NEGOTIATE WITH OUR 
ADVERSARIES, BUT ONLY AGREE TO THE TERMS PRESENTED TO US. 

OF COURSE, WE SHARE WITH PRESIDENT CARTER A FERVENT 
HOPE FOR AN END TO THE EVER-ESCALATING ARMS RACE. NO 
RESPONSIBLE POLITICIAN WANTS TO SEE OUR NATION SPEND 
HUNDREDS OF· BILLIONS OF DOLLARS YEAR AFTER YEAR IN A 
FRUITLESS BATTLE WITH THE RUSSIANS FOR NUCLEAR SUPERIORITY. 
BUT WE CAN'T AFFORD TO BE BLIND TO REALITY. WE MUST 
BE EVER VIGILANT AND STRONG, AWARE THAT THE SOVIETS 
HAVE REPEATEDLY VIOLATED ARMS AGREEMENTS AND OTHER 
TREATIES WHEN IT SUITS THEIR NATIONAL NEEDS. 
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SALT I I 

NOW, WITHIN A FEW WEEKS, THE SENATE WILL BE ASKED TO 
RATIFY A NEW ARMS LIMITATION TREATY. I BELIEVE THAT 
A GOOD TREATY, OME WHICH ADEQUATELY PROTECTS THE 
UNITED STATES' INTEREST, WOULD BE WELCOMED AT AN 
EARLY DATE. BUT INDICATIONS SO FAR ARE THAT THE SALT 
II TREATY WILL HAVE SEVER/\.L MAJOR FLAWS. 

THE CURRENT DRAFT AGREEMENTS WOULD PUT NO SERIOUS 
RESTRAINT ON THE SOVIET MIRVED ICBM FORCE, THUS 
INSURING THE VULNERABILITY OF OUR LAND-BASED DETERRENT. 
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THE AGREEMENTS WOULD SERIOUSLY LIMIT OR PROHIBIT OUR 
ABILITY TO ASSURE THE SURVIVABILITY OF OUR ICBM FORCE 
THROUGH MOBILE-BASING OPTIONS. 

THE AGREEMENTS WOULD GIVE UP THE VALUABLE OPTIONS OF 
GROUND-LAUNCHED AND SEA-LAUNCHED INTERMEDIATE-RANGE 
CRUISE MISSILES. 

THE AGREEMENTS WOULD LEAVE THE SOVIET BACKFIRE INTERMEDIATE/ 
STRATEGIC BOMBER FREE OF ANY MEANINGFUL RESTRAINTS. 

AND THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ACCEPT A STANDARD OF VERIFICATION 
THAT MAY REQUIRE AN UNACCEPTABLE AMOUNT OF TRUST IN 
SOVIET COMPLIANCE. 
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THE STAKES ARE TOO HIGH AND SOVIET ABILITY TO STRETCH 
INTERPRETATION IS TOO WELL ESTABLISHED FOR US TO ACCEPT 
ANYTHING LESS THAN IRONCLAD VERIFICATION, W~~ICH SHOULD 
INCLUDE EXTENSIVE ON-SITE INSPECTION BY BOTH SIDES. 

I THINK WE HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND, ALL THE TIME, THAT 
RECOGNIZED SELF-INTEREST WILL BE THE PRINCIPAL 
DETERMINATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THE SOVIET UNION 
FULLY COMPLIES WITH ANY AGREEMENT. 

IT JUST SEEMS TO ME THAT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO GIVE 
SOMETHING OF THIS MAGNITUDE A GREAT DEAL OF SOBER 
REFLECTION. 
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(OOPERATION WITH GOVERNMENT 

OUR PARTY CAN DO A LOT FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. WE 
HAVE THE RIGHT--INDEED, THE OBLIGATION--TO OPPOSE 
MISDIRECTED AND UNPRODUCTIVE SPENDING AT EVERY LEVEL 
OF GOVERNMENT. BUT, TOO, AS THE PARTY OF OPPOSITION, 
WE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO PUT FORWARD POSITIVE INITIATIVES, 
NEW APPROACHES TO THE NEEDS OF THE 20TH CENTURY. 

WHEN OUR OPPONENTS ARGUE THAT OUR RESOURCES, HOlJSING 
AND OTHER SOCIAL PROBLEMS ARE TOO COMPLEX FOR SIMPLE 
SOLUTIONS, LET US RESPOND: YES, NO GOVERNMENT PLANNER 
WILL PROVIDE THE ANSWER. ONLY THE INGENUITY AND EFFORTS 
OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE ACTING IN COOPERATION WITH GOVERNMENT 
CAN MEET THIS CHALLENGE. 
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YOU AND I ARE HEIRS TO HISTORY'S GREATEST LEGACY) THE 
MOST SUCCESSFUL NATION ON EARTH. BUT WHEN WE TALK ABOUT 
BEING THE PARTY OF FREEDOM--DEFENDING THE FREE ENTERPRISE 
SYSTEM) FREEING PEOPLE FROM GOVERNMENT REGULATION AND 
OVER-TAXATION) GETTING THE GOVERNMENT OUT OF OUR PRIVATE 
LIVES--THESE ARE COMMENDABLE GOALS) BUT THEY ARE NOT 
ABSTRACT GOALS. AND OUR PARTY WAS NOT FOUNDED--NOR WILL 
IT SURVIVE--ON ABSTRACTIONS. 

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY WAS BORN IN THE GREATEST STRUGGLE 
FOR HUMAN LIBERTY THIS NATION HAS EVER KNOWN. WE EXTENDED 
AND EXPANDED HUMAN FREEDOM IN A VERY REAL) TANGIBLE WAY. 
TIME HAS PASSED. THE WORLD IS A VERY DIFFERENT PLACE. 
BUT OUR FOUNDING PURPOSE--THE EXTENSION AND EXPANSION 
OF HUMAN LIBERTY--REMAINS THE SAME--AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

AND THAT IS THE BANNER WE CARRY) THE PURPOSE WE MUST 
ARTICULATE) THIS YEAR) NEXT YEAR) AND IN THE DECADES 
WHICH LIE BEFORE US. 
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