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DOLE SAYS 'YES' TO THE DISTRICT

WASHINGTON--Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan) today declared his support for the D.C. representation
bill. Dole met with black Republicéh leaders from the District of Columbia and issued

the following statement:

I will support House Joint Resolution 554, providing full voting representation for the
residents of the District of Columbia.

For 178 years the peculiar circumstances affecting the residents of our capital city have
been a living contradiction of the very principles upon which the nation was established.

The Constitution gave to Congress the power: 'To exercise legislation in all cases
whatsoever, over such district . . . as may . . . become the seat of the Government of
the United States.' But it did not give to the residents of that district the right to
participate in the making of that legislation.

Without intending to, the framers of our Constitution made a colony out of the very place
from which we sought to provide and protect the noble goals stated in the preamble to the
Constitution.

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM--1976

Two years ago in Kansas City, the Republican Party wrote a platform that clearly and
unequivocably endorsed voting representation for the District of Columbia.

I had a role in preparing that platform--as delegate, platform committee member, and
temporary chairman of the convention. Two years ago today, I was selected as the Vice
Presidential nominee and began a campaign based on our platform. I ran on that platform
and travelled the country espousing its principles and policies.

It was a platform to be proud of. Some people question whether platforms mean anything
anymore. I know that this platform meant something because we spent a very long week
working on it, rewriting it, and reviewing it to make sure that it fully represented the
Republican viewpoint. The language of the platform is exceedingly clear--and if it doesn't
mean that the Republican Party supports the D.C. representation bill it doesn't mean anythiz

The Republican Party agreed on D.C. representation because it was just, and in justice we
could do nothing else.

I have particular pride in my party's action on that score--because simple political wisdom
indicates that, for the near future, Democrats would be favored to win the Senate seats
and the voting seat in the House of Representatives.

Likewise, in the election of 1976, we had no delusions about our presidential prospects

in the District of Columbia. We supported full rights of citizenship for D.C. because
from the first--from Lincoln forward--we have supported the full rights of citizenship for
all Americans.

GEOGRAPHIC DISCRIMINATION

Over the course of our history, we have sought to eliminate economic discrimination, reli-
gious discrimination, race discrimination, and sex discrimination--all mighty barriers to
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full citizenship for all people. It does seem to me such a small thing to eliminate
geographic discrimination. Perhaps because it was such a seemingly small thing we
found it easy to avoid. But it is no small thing to the people of the capital of this
nation, and we cannot avoid ending this last vestige of discrimination any longer.

The right to vote and the right to representation is the centerpiece of any democracy--
and we can improve our democracy by passing the D.C. representation bill.
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB NOLE

PRESS CONFERENCE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

AUGUST 19, 1978

DOLE SAYS YES TO THE DISTRICT

[ WILL SUPPORT HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 554, PROVIDING
FULL VOTING REPRESENTATION FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

FOR 178 YEARS THE PECULIAR CIRCUMSTANCES AFFECTING THE
RESIDENTS OF OUR CAPITAL CITY HAVE BEEN A LIVING
CONTRADICTION OF THE VERY PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH THE
NATION WAS ESTABLISHED.

Page 3 of 8
c019_021_004_all_Alb.pdf



) This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchiv_g?kg.edu

THE CONSTITUTION GAVE TO CONGRESS THE POWER: “TO
EXERCISE EXCLUSIVE LEGISLATION IN ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,
OVER SUCH DISTRICT . . . AS MAY ., . . BECOME THE SEAT
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES.” BUT IT DID
NOT GIVE TO THE RESIDENTS OF THAT DISTRICT THE RIGKT
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MAKING OF THAT LEGISLATION.

WITHOUT INTENDING TO, THE FRAMERS OF OUR CONSTITUTION
MADE A COLONY OUT OF THE VERY PLACE FROM WHICH WE SOUGHT
TO PROVIDE AND PROTECT THE NOBLE GOALS STATED IN THE
PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION.
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REPIBLICAN PLATFORM--1976

TWO YEARS AGO IN KANSAS CITY, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY WROTE
A PLATFORM THAT CLEARLY AND UNEQUIVOCABLY ENDORSED VOTING
REPRESENTATION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

[ HAD A ROLE IN PREPARING THAT PLATFORM--AS DELESATE,
PLATFORM COMMITTEE MEMBER, AND TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN OF
THE CONVENTION. TWO YEARS AGO TODAY, I WAS SELECTED
AS THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE AND BEGAN A CAMPAIGN
BASED ON OUR PLATFORM, 1 RAN ON THAT PLATFORM AND
TRAVELLED THE COUNTRY ESPOUSING ITS PRINCIPLES AND
POLICIES.
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IT WAS A PLATFORM TO BE PROUD OF, SOME PEOPLE AUESTION
WHETHER PLATFORMS MEAN ANYTHING AMYMORE. I KNOW THAT
THIS PLATFORM MEANT SOMETHING BECAUSE WE SPENT A VERY
LONG WEEK WORKING ON IT, REWRITING IT, AND REVIEWING

IT TO MAKE SURE THAT IT FULLY REPRESENTED THE REPUBLICAN
VIEWPOINT, THE LANGUAGE OF THE PLATFORM IS EXCEEDINGLY
CLEAR--AND IF IT DOESN'T MEAN THAT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY
SUPPORTS THE D.C. REPRESENTATION BILL IT DOESN‘T MEAN
ANYTHING,

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AGREED ON D,C. REPRESENTATION
BECAUSE IT WAS JUST, AND IN JUSTICE WE COULD DO
NOTHING ELSE.
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[ HAVE PARTICULAR PRIDE IN MY PARTY'S ACTION ON THAT
SCORE--BECAUSE SIMPLE POLITICAL WISDOM INDICATES THAT,
FOR THE NEAR FUTURE, DEMOCRATS WOULD BE FAVORED TO
WIN THE SENATE SEATS AND THE VOTING SEAT IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES,

LIKEWISE, IN THE ELECTION OF 1976, WE HAD NO DELUSIONS
ABOUT OUR PRESIDENTIAL PROSPECTS IM THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, WE SUPPORTED FULL RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP

FOR D.C. BECAUSE FROM THE FIRST--FROM LINCOLN FORWARD--
WE HAVE SUPPORTED THE FULL RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP

FOR ALL AMERICANS,
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GEOGRAPHIC DISCRIMINATION

OVER THE COURSE OF OUR HISTORY, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO

ELIMINATE ECONOMIC DISCRIMINATION, RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION,
RACE DISCRIMINATION, AND SEX DISCRIMINATION--ALL MIGHTY BARRIERS
TO FULL CITIZENSHIP FOR ALL PECPLE. IT DOES SEEM TO ME

SUCH A SMALL THING TO ELIMINATE GEOGRAPHIC DISCRIMIMATION.
PERHAPS BECAUSE IT WAS SUCH A SEEMINGLY SMALL THING WE

FOUND IT EASY TO AVOID, BUT IT IS NO SMALL THING TO

THE PEOPLE OF THE CAPITAL OF THIS NATION, AND WE CANNOT

AVOID ENDING THIS LAST VESTIGE OF DISCRIMINATION ANY

LONGER,

THE RIGHT TO VOTE AND THE RIGHT TO REPRESENTATION IS
THE CENTERPIECE OF ANY DEMOCRACY--AND WE CAN IMPROVE
OUR DEMOCRACY BY PASSING THE D.C. REPRESENTATION BILL.
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