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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
GOP DINNER

HIhTON INN
BixoL1, MississipPPI

MarcH 3, 1978

I HAVE COVERED A LOT OF GROUND RECENTLY, ADDRESSING REPUBLICAN
AUDTENCES AND OTHER GROUPS, 1 HAVE FOUND TIME AND AGAIM THAT
REPUBLICANS ARE ALIVE AND WELL -- WE ARE LOOKING TO THE FUTURE WITH
A STROMG SPIRIT OF VIGOR AND OPTIMISM,

BUT THE HEALTH OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IS A TOPIC THAT CONTINUES

TO TANTALIZE SOME IN THE MEDIA., OUR DEMISE HAS BEEM PREDICTED OFTEN
OVER THE LAST FORTY YEARS -- BUT HERE WE ARE -- WORKING -- AS

WE SHOULD BE TO GIVE AMERICANS -- ALL AMERICANS -- ANOTHER CHOICE.

THE HEALTH OF THE PARTY IS PERCEIVED AS BEING IN QUESTINN RECAUSE

WE TOO OFTEN FAIL TO DO AN EFFECTIVE JOB OF COMMUNICATING THE BELIEFS
AND CONCERNS WE SHARE WITH THE EVERYDAY INTERESTS OF THE VAST MAJORITY
OF AMEPICANS, THE POSITIONS, WE TAKE ARE SOUND -- BASED ON SOUND
PRINCIPLES -- AND IN TUNE WITH THE VALUES AND THE ASPIRATIONS OF

MNST OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. RUT WE FAIL TO GET OUR MESSAGE ACROSS.
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G.0,P, MUST REACH OUT

LET’S FACE IT: AMONG AN ALL TOO SIZEABLE GROUP OF AMERICANS,
REPUBLICANS ARE STILL PERCEIVED AS “AGAINMNERS” -- A PARTY THAT
CARES OMLY FOR THE RICH, BIG BUSINESS -- IF YOU WILL.

LET'S FACE IT: WE CANNOT IGNORE ANY GROUP OF AMERICANS --

['M THINKING NOW OF MILLIONS OF YOUNG AND MINORITY CITIZENS --
BLACKS AND HISPANICS --ETHNIC AMERICANS -- AND OTHER GROLUPS.

WE MUST REACH OUT. WE MUST HAVE WELL QUALIFIED CANDIDATES

AND (ORGANIZE NFIGHBORHOODS THAT HAVE NEVER UNDERSTOOD REPURLICANS
BEFORE.
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LET'S FACE IT: THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND ITS LEADERSHIP ARE NOT
WITHOUT FAULT. THE NEM ADMINISTRATION LACKS A SENSE OF DIRECTION --
AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE BECOMING AWARE OF IT. BUT MWE

CANNOT RELY SOLELY ON THEIR SHORTCOMINGS -- WE MUST OVERCOME

OUR OWN -- IF WE ARE TO BE A STRONG, VIABLE SECOND PARTY,

TOMIGHT, 1’D LIKE TO TELL YOU PART OF TOPAY'S REPUBLICAN STORY--
[ WANT T0 TALK ABOUT REPURLICAN INITIATIVES BEING TAKEN IN CONGRESS
AND ELSEWHERE.

A GOOD PLACE TO START WITH THAT STORY IS AGRICULTURE. THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY HAS TRADITINMALLY BEEM CONCERNED WITH THE PLIGHT OF THE FAMILY
FARMER, THAT FAMILY FARMER HAS NEVER FACED A GREATER CRISIS THAN HE
FACES TODAY. FARMERS IN MISSISSIPPI, IN KANSAS, AND ACROSS THE NATION
ARE CAUGHT IN A VICIOUS COST-PRICE SAUEEZE., UNABLE TO RECOVER EVEN
HIS COST OF PRODUCTION THE FAMILY FARMER IS IN THE WORST FINANCIAL
SHAPE SINCE THE GREAT DEPRESSICN.
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CRISIS IN AMERICAN AGRICUITURE

THE CRISIS IN AMERICAN AGRICULTURE IS A GOOD CASE IN POINT.

TODAY, FARMERS IN MISSISSIPPI, IM KANSAS, AND ACROSS THE NATION

ARE CAUGHT IN A VICIOUS COST-PRICE SOUEEZE. UNABLE TO RECOVER

EVEN HIS COST OF PRODUCTION, THE FAMILY FARMER IS IN THE WORST
FINANCIAL SHAPE SINCE THE GREAT DEPRESSION, YET PRESIDENT CARTER
HAS ADAMANTLY REFUSED TO CONSIDER BOLD NEW INITIATIVES TO RESTORE
THE ECONOMIC VIARILITY OF THE FAMILY FARM. LAST YEAR, THE PRESIDENT
EOUGHT US EVERY STEP OF THE WAY IN OUR ATTEMPTS T0O ENACT HIGHER
PRICE SUPPORTS. AND HE HAS SHOWN LITTLE WILLINGNESS TO YIELD TO
NECESSARY NEW INITIATIVES THIS YEAR.
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[N PEANUTS, THE ADMINISTRATION HAS REFUSED TO IMPLEMENT THE
RFSOLUTON PASSED BY THE SEMATE THAT WOULD INCREASE THE LOAN
LEVEL 0N NOM-QUOTA PEANUTS FROM $250 TO $420 PER TOM.

I HEARD TESTIMOMY YESTERDAY FROM PEANUT PRODUCERS CALLING FOR
CHANGES IN THE PEANUT PROGRAM SIMPLY T0 RECTIFY PROBLEMS CREATED
RY THE POOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE PRESENT PPOGRAM,

THE ADMINISTRATION IS ALSO SFLLING OFF CCC RICE STOCKS WHEN RICE
PRICES ARE ONLY AT THE #/3:3Z OfR CWT, LEVEL. THEY HAVE WOT
RROGRAMED DN ADEQURTE Rmount OF RCE UNDER THE YL4%0 PROGRAN,
THE FARM PROBLEM IS NOT JUST A REGIONAL PROBLEM FOR THE SOUTH OR

THE MIDWEST. IT IS A NATIONAL PROBLEM, AN ECONOMIC CRISIS WHICH

IS SPREADING FROM THE FARM TN AGRIBUSIMESS ENTERPRISES TO INDUSTRIAL
CITIES. WE MEED TO DO SOMETHING AROUT IT MOW,
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[ HAVE INTRODUCED AN AMENDMENT TO THE PRESENT FARM BILL WHICH HAS
THE POTENTIAL TO SAVE THE FARM ECONOMY, "THE FLEXIBLE PARITY ACT
OF 1978” WOULD ADJUST TARGET PRICES FOR GRAINS AND COTTON, AND
PERHAPS RICE AND SOYBEANS. INDIVIDUAL FARMERS HERE IN MISSISSIPPI
COULD CHNOSE THE TARGET PRICE THEY NEED UP TO 100% OF PARITY IF
THEY ARE WILLING TO SCALE DOWN PRODUCTION ACCORDINGLY.

THIS PROPOSAL, WHICH IS ATTRACTING BIPARTISAN SUPPORT, WCULD NOT
INTERFERE WITH EXPORTS, AND COSTS WOULD BE REASONABLE SINCE SCALED
DOWN PRODUCTION WILL RESULT IN HIGHER MARKET PRICES. IF “THE FLEXIBLE
PARITY ACT OF 1978” IS PASSED, FOR THE FIRST TIME, MRMERS WILL HAVE

A MECHANISM UNDER WHICH THEY CAN COLLECTIVELY CONTROL THEIR PRO-
NUCTION AND EACH INDIVIDUAL MAY SELECT THE TARGET LEVEL AND SET

ASIDE THAT IS BEST FOR HIS OR HER FARM OPERATION.
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WE NEED TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR THE FOOD FOR PEACE PROGRAM
TN HELP BOLSTER OUR EXPORTS AND INCREASE DOMESTIC FARM PRICES. I

AM SPONSORING LEGISLATION T0 TIGHTEN UP ON THE MEAT IMPORT ACT OF
1964, AND TO EXTEND CREDITS TO THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AMD
THE SOVIET UNION SO THAT WE CAN SELL MORE AMERICAN AGRICULTUPAL
PRODUCTS THERE.

[ HAVE SPONSORED LEGISLATION TO RAISE THE FARM LOAN CEILINGS AND
MODERNIZE THE LOAM REQUIREMENTS OF THE FAPMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION.

[ ALSO INTRODUCED A BILL TO CREATE A NEW ECONOMIC LOSS EMERGENCY LOAN
PROGRAM FOR FARMERS WHN HAVE SUFFERED LOSSES DUE TO LOW PRICES.

THE FARMERS HOME ADMIMISTRATION DNES NOT HAVE A LOAN PROGRAM TO
COVER ECONOMIC LOSSES DUE TO LOW PRICES. THE DISASTER PROGRAMS
TODAY ONLY COVER NATURAL DISASTERS,
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MORE FARM CREDIT IS NOT THE ANSWER TO THE FARM PROBLEM BUT
MANY FARMERS NEED ADEQUATE FINANCING EVEN IF NEW FAPM LEGISLATION
IS PASSED,

I'M ALSO TRYING TO GET THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK TO START PROMOTING
THE EXPORT OF AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES. LAST YEAR THEY ONLY
FINANCED A SMALL AMOUNT OF AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS-IN FACT ONLY ONE
SALE OF COTTON AND THAT WAS ONLY IN RESPONSE TO POLITICAL PRESSURE.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN CONCERNED WITH THE
PLIGHT OF THE FAMILY FARMER, THIS YEAR, WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY

TO DEMONSTRATE THAT CONCERN ONCE AGAIN IN CONCRETE LEGISLATIVE
TERMS. WE MUST NOT MISS THE OPPORTUNITY -- OR THE RESPONSIBILITY --
T0 FREE THE FAMILY FARMER FROM HIS ECONOMIC PLIGHT.
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[AX_INFLATION

REPUBLICANS HAVE LONG LED THE FIGHT AGAINST INCREASED TAXES AND IN-
FLATION -- THE CRUELEST TAX OF ALL. THE LATEST INFLATION FIGURES
SHOW PRICES RISING AT AN ANNUAL RATE OF 8.4%. AS PRICES AND WAGES
RISE, TAXPAYERS ARE PUSHED INTO HIGHER TAX BRACKETS. IN EFFECT,

A GREATER PERCENTAGE OF TAX IS PAID AND REAL INCOME DECLINES.

THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE ESTIMATES THAT TAX INFLATION WILL
RENERATE $14 BILLION IN NEW TAXES IN 1980 AND A WHOPPING $45 BILLION
IN 1983,

THE PRESIDENT HAS TCLD THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO EXPECT A GEMEROUS

TAX CUT., HOWEVER, HE DIDN'T TELL THEM THAT TAX INFLATION WILL NULLIFY
THE CUT FOR MILLIONS OF AMERICANS AS EARLY AS 1979 ONLY 9 MONTHS

FROM NOW,

LAST WEEK, 1 INTRODUCED LEGISLATION TO INDEX THE™ TAX SYSTEM. IF
ENACTED IT WOULD STOP THE ROLLER COASTER RIDE OF TAX INFLATION.

IT WOULD ALLOW AMERICANS A CHANCE TO GET AHEAD RATHER THAN JUST STAY
EVEN.
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ANOTHER ATTEMPT BY REPUBLICANS TO HELP CURB THE EFFECT OF SKY-
ROCKETING COSTS IS IN THE AREA OF EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES. IT IS A
PFPURLICAN RILL THAT WNULD PROVINE AN EDUCATIONAL TAX CREDIT FOR
THOSE WHO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO COLLEGE. THE PROPCSAL HOULD

GRANT RELIFF IN A SIMPLE AND EQUITABLE MANMER WITHOUT INCREASING

THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY, WHILE PRESIDENT CARTER’S WEAK SUBSTITUTE
FOR THIS PROPOSAL WOULD INCREASE FEDERAL PAPERWORK AND ADMINISTRATIVE
COSTS.

ES

THE ADMINISTRATION HAS FINALLY UNVEILED ITS TAX REFORM PROPCSAL.

THE TAX PACKAGE CONTAINS A MIXED-BAG OF TAX CUTS AND TAX REFORMS.

IF 1 AM CORRECTLY READING THE MOOD OF THE CONGRESS, LITTLE OF THE

TAX REFORM ARE LIKELY TO BE ENACTED AND THE SIZE OF THE CUTS WILL
UNDOURTEDLY RE ENLARGED, REPUBLICANS ARE PUSHING FOR MORE SUBSTANTIAL
AND MEANINGFUL TAX RELIEF FOR ALL AMERICANS, NOT JUST A SELECTED GROUP,
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ENERGY

IN FACT, THE ONLY ADMINISTRATION TAX PROPOSAL THAT WOULD AFFECT ALL
AMERICANS IS THE SO-CALLED ENERGY BILL.  ACTUALLY THE SO-CALLED
ENERGY BILL IS DIVIDED INTO 5 PARTS. THE ENERGY CONFEREES HAVE
REACHED AGREEMENT ON 3 PARTS -- UTILITY REGULATIONS, ENERGY CONSER-
VATION, AND COAL CONVERSIOM. NATURAL GAS PRICING -- THE FOURTH PART--
IS DEADLOCKED. HOWEVER, THE NATURAL GAS PRICING CONFEREEES

HAVE BEEN MEETING AROUND THE CLOCK TO ARRIVE AT AN AGREEMENT.

THE CENTERPIECE AND MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE ENERGY LEGISLATION
IS THE TAX PORTIOM AND THIS ENERGY TAX PLAM PROPOSED BY PRESIDENT
CARTER CALLS FOR $125 BILLION IN NEW ENERGY TAXES IN THE NEXT 7 YEARS.
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AS A MEMBER OF THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE, I HEARD OPPOSITION

TN THE ADMINISTRATICN’S ENERGY PLAN FROM SUCH DIVERSE GROUPS AS

THE AFL-CIO, THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, AND THE CONSUMER FEDERATION
OF AMERICA. RECENTLY, THE ENERGY TAX BILL EXPERIENCED AMNOTHER SET-
BACK WHEN THE NAACP ATTACKED THE ADMIMISTRATION'S ENERGY PROGRAM

AS "BEING SERIOUSLY DEFICIENT”. THE CHANCES OF TRULY COMPREHENSIVE
LEGISLATION THIS YEAR ARE SLIM, IT IS INDEED UNFORTUNATE THAT

WE HAVE BEEN STRUGGLING WITH LEGISLATION THAT WILL INFLATE OUR
ECONOMY, CAUSE UNEMPLOYMENT , AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, WILL DO

NOTHING TO IMCREASE AND DEVELOP NEW EMERGY RESOURCES.

BUT AGRICULTURE, EMERGY, AND TAXES ARE NOT THE ONLY AREAS IN WHICH
PRESIDENT CARTER AND HIS ADMINISTRATION HAVE FAILED TO PROVIDE
INSIGHTFUL LEADERSHIP -- THE LIST GCES ON.
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FOREIGN POLICY FUMBLES

AN AREA THAT CURRENTLY CRIES OUT FOR LEADERSHIP IS FOREIGN POLICY--
BUT THE PRESENT ADMIMISTRATION MAINTAINS THAT THIS IS A TIME

FOR CONCESSION AND RETREAT AROUND THE GLOBE -- CONCESSION IN CUBA,
PANAMA, AND CHINA; RETREAT IN AFRICA, SOUTH KOREA, AND WESTERN
EUROPE, INDEED, VITAL DECISIONS ABOUT OUR NATION'S FUTURE

COURSE IN FOREIGN POLICY, DEFENSE,AND'TRADE MATTERS ARE BEING
DECIDED RIGHT NOW, MAJOR SHIFTS IN POLICY ARE UNDERWAY. ONLY

THE RESTRAINING HAND OF CONGRESS HAS PREVENTED A WHOLESALE

REVERSAL IN THE INTERMATIONAL IMAGE THAT BROUGHT THIS COUNTRY
RESPECT AND AUTHORITY IM THE LAST THREE DECADES.

IN SOME REPSECTS, THE PANAMA CANAL ISSUE IS A WATERSHED DECISION

IN FOREIGN POLICY. THERE ARE STRONG FEELINGS ON BOTH SIDES OF

THE ISSUE. THEY SPRING FROM DEEP-SEATED PERSONAL COMVICTIONS ABOUT
THE COURSE THIS NATION MUST FOLLOW IM BOTH FOREIGN POLICY AND
MATIONAL SECURITY MATTERS IN THE YEARS AHEAD.
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THE GREAT DEBATE IS NOW UNDERWAY IN THE SENATE. SOME SAY THERE IS

NO NEED FOR A NEW TREATY. STILL OTHERS INSIST THAT WE ACCEPT WITH-

OUT QUESTION A NEW TREATY THAT IS BASED ON APOLOGY AND LITTLE SECURITY
FOR THE FUTURE. FOR MY PART, I HAVE NOT TAKEM THE POSITION THAT

THERE MUST BE NO NEW AGREEMENTS WITH PANAMA. I DO NOT COUNT

MYSELF AMONGTHOSE WHOSE POSITIONS BEGIN WITH THE WORD “NEVER”

AND END WITH THE WORD “NEVER”, WE LIVE IM AN EVOLVING WORLD

AND OUR CREDIBILITY AND OUR CONFIDEMCE AS A GREAT POWER ARE REFLECTED
IN OUR ABILITY TO MEET CHANGE AND MAKE IT WORK TO THF BEMEFIT OF
FREEDOM AND JUSTICE IN THE WORLD,

BUT I HAVE PROPOSED FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES IMN THE PROPOSED CANAL TREATIES
THATWILL HELP PROTECT OUR NATIONAL DEFENSF AND ECONOMIC INTEREST --
WITHOUT AMBIGUITY, WITHOUT UNCERTAINTY, WITHOUT APOLOGY. AND I

WOULD SUGGEST THAT THNSE WHO SIMPLY REJECT EVERY AMENDMENT PROPNSAL
TO'THESE TREATIES DO AS MUCH, AND MORE, OF A DISSERVICE AS THOSE

WHO INSIST THAT THERE BE NO NEW TREATY AT ALL.
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THE PROPER PERSPECTIVE

AMERICA AND PANAMA MAY NOT SEE EXACTLY EYE-TO-EYE ON HOW OUR
RESPECTIVE RIGHTS IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD SHOULD BE REALIZED.

THE SENSIBILITIES OF SOME OF THE MQRE RADICAL PANAMANIAN NATIONALISTS
MAY BE OFFENDED AND WE MAY BE ACCUSED OF CALLOUSNESS AND COLONIALISM-
THOUGH T SAY WE ARE FALSELY ACCUSED. BUT LET THE ACCUSATIONS STAND
FOR THE MOMENT, AND PUT THE OUTRAGED PANAMAMIAN NATIONALISTS IM A
CLOSED ROOM WITH THE OUTRAGED NATICNALISTS OF HUNGARY AND POLAND AND
EAST GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, WHO HAVE BEEN UNDER THE SOVIET
COMMUNIST THUMB SINCE THE END OF WORLD WAR II, AND LET EACH

COMPARE: THEIR GRIEVANCE.S

FOR THAT MATTER, HE ACUSATION ABOUT AMERICAN “BIG STICK DIPLOMACY”
PALE IN COMPARISON TO WHAT IS HAPPENING RIGHT MOW ON THE CONTINENT
OF AFRICA. THE TOTALLY UNWARRANTED INTERFERENCE BY THE SOVIET UNION
AND CUBA IN ANGOLA, ETHIOPIA, AND ELSEWHERE IGNNRES ANY CONCEPT

OF “SOVEREIGNTY” OR "SELF-DETERMINATION.” AND I SUGGEST THAT THOSE
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WHN CONTINUE TO BRERATE THE UMITED STATES AS A “COLONIALIST” OR
"IMPERIALIST” POWER, PUT OUR FORIEGN POLICY ROLE IN PROPER
PERSPECTIVE WITH REGARD TO THAT OF THE COMMUNIST WORLD.

I THINK THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION SEES THE WRITING ON THE WALL
WHEN IT SAYS THE SOVIET INTERFERENCE IN AFRICA IS GOING TO
HAVE A "SPILL-OVER" AFFECT AS CONGRESS CONSIDERS THE

PANAM CANAL TREATY, THE SALT TREATY, AND OTHER VITAL SECURITY
MATTERS. AND THAT IS AS IT SHOULD RE, FCR IT WOULD BE SHORT-
SIGHTED AND IRRESPONSIBLE FOR CONGRESS OR THE ADMINSITRATION
TO IGNORE THESE SOVIET AND CUBAN PROVOCATIONS.
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LABOR L AW REFORM

THE ADMINISTRATION’S STAND ON LABOR LAW REFORM IS AMOTHER ILLUSTRATION
OF THE LACK OF LEADERSHIP IN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION. THE
ADMINISTRATION HAS RUBBER STAMPED EVERY DEMAND MADE BY UNION OFFICIALS
IN THIS BILL. ALMOST EVERY PROVISION IS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE THE IN-
TERESTS OF UNION LEADERS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

OF INDIVIDUAL UNION AND NON-UNIOM WORKERS.

FOR EXAMPLE, ONE SECTICON OF THE BILL WOULD MAKE THE GOVERNMENT THE
ENFORCER OF UNION DEMANDS., FOR CERTAIN VIOLATIONS OF A UNION-
MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT, THE EMTIRE BUSINESS COULD BE BARRED FROM
HAVING ANY GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS FOR THREE YEARS. MANY FEEL

THAT THE RECENT COAL STRIKE HAS SHOWN THAT UNIONS NOW HAVE THE
POWER TO FORCE THEIR DEMANDS ON THE COUNTRY WITHOUT HAVING THE
GOVERNEMAT ACT AS THEIR AGENT.

THE REASON THAT UNION LEADERSHIP HAS PUSHED THIS BILL SO HARD IS
CLEAR. UNION MEMBERSHIP HAS DROPPED T0 25 PERCENT OF THE NON-
AGRICULTURAL LABOR FORCE AMD UNIONS FAILED IN MORE THAN HALF OF ALL
ELECTIONS LAST YEAR. MANY SECTIONS OF THE BILL WOULD MAKE ORGANIZING
IN THE NON-UNION AREAS LIKE THE SOUTH EASIER AT THE EXPENSE OF
WORKER'S RIGHTS.
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HAVING ~ STUDIED THE MAJOR PROVISIONS OF THIS “UNION RECRUITMENMT
BILL”, OFFICIALLY TITLED AS THE LABOR LAW REFORM BILL, IT SEEMS

THE REAL ISSUE INVOLVED HERE IS FREEDOM OF CHOICE -- MAMELY, THE
RIGHT OF EMPLOYEES TO MAKE UP THEIR OWN MINDS IN A FREE, UNHURRIED
MANNER. CONGRESS SHOULD BE WORRYING ABOUR PROTECTING THE AMERICAN
WORKER FROM FURTHER COERCION --WHETHER IT COMES FROM BIG LABOR
LEADERSHIP, BIG BUSINESS, OR, FOR THAT MATTER, BIG GOVERNMENT.

IN ADDITION TO A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN THE TAX BURDEN, AMD
RESTRICTION OF EMPLOYEES FREEDOM OF CHOICE, THE PASSAGE OF THIS
BILL IN ITS PRESENT FORM WILL ALSO MEAN THAT A STATUTE WHICH FOR
TORE THAN FORTY YEARS HAS BEEN MARKED BY VOLUMTARY COMPLIANCE

ON THE PART OF THE PUBLIC, AND ADMINISTRATIVE EFFICIENCY IN ITS
IMPLEMENTATION, WILL BE CHANGED TO A STATUTE WHICH DISCOURAGES
VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE AND CONTAINS INFLEXIBLE RULES AND UNREASONABLE
TINE LIMITS.

THE OPPOSITION TO THIS SO-CALLED LABOR LAW REFORM BILL SHOULD
NOT BE CONSTRUED AS OPPOSITION TO UNIONS, IN THE PAST WE HAVE
SEEN MANY WNEEDED LABOR REFORMS COME ABOUT THROUGH THEIR EFFORTS,
HOWEVER, TODAY WITH THE LABOR LAW REFORM BILL, WE HAVE A SERIOUS
THREAT TO THE BASIC RIGHT OF EVERY AMERICAN WORKER TO CHNOSE FOR
HIMSELF WHETHER HE WANTS TO BELOMG TO A LABOR UNIOM,
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IT DOESN'T MATTER IF WE ARE REAGAN REPUBLICANS, OR FORD REPUBLICANS,
OR MODERATE REPUBLICANS OR CONSERVATIVE. IF WE ARE TC MEET OUR
RESPONSIBILITIES TO AMERICANS, WE MUST DO IT AS LINCOLN'S '
REPUBLICANS -- ACTING TOGETHER, MOTIVATED BY WHAT UNITES US

AND NOT INHIBITED BY WHATEVER DIFFERENCES WE MAY HAVE.

BECAUSE MR. CARTER SPEAKS, AT BEST, WISHFULLY, WHEN HE DESCRIBES
OUR CONDITION AS ONE OF “A GROWING SENSE OF PEACE AND COMMON
PURPOSE”: BECAUSE OUR PEOPLE DO WISH FOR AND DESERVE TO HAVE
RESTORED TO THEM A “SENSE OF PEACE AND COMMON PURPOSE", I
BELIEVE OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO HELP BRING THAT ABOUT IS AS GREAT
TODAY AS ANYTIME IN THE HISTORY OF OUR PARTY. IF WE CANNOT

MOVE AS ONE PARTY TO MEET IT, HOWEVER, I THINK WE SHALL NOT

BE ABLE TO MOVE AT ALL, AND WE SHALL FAIL IN THAT RESPONSIBILITY.

I ASK FOR AND WORK FOR UNITY IN A COMMON PURPOSE, AND IF YOU WILL
DO THE SAME, TOGETHER WE CAN ACHIEVE IT. WE CAN WORK, EVEN AS
MANY OF OUR FRIENDS IN THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY NOW WORK, TO MAKE

THE PURPOSES OF AMERICAN POLITICS CONSISTENT WITH THE PURPOSES

OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, AND NEVER AGAIN TO SEE THE GREAT FORCE

OF AMERICAN POLITICS DIVERTED T0O SERVE THE SINGULAR INTERESTS

OF A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL.
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I HAVE OUTLINED ONLY A FEW OF THE ISSUES FACING THE NATION TODAY
AND IT SEEMS CLEAR TO ME THAT THE STATE OF THE CARTER PRESIDENCY --
AND ITS HAMDLING OF THESE ISSUES -- PRESENTS US WITH BOTH AN
OPPORTUNITY AND A CHALLENGE, MANY AMERICANS ARE BECOMING
DISILLUSIONED, AND THIS DOES PRESENT AN OPPORTUNITY IF WE ACT
RESPONSIBLY. CERTAINLY THE FUZZY POLICIES OF THE ADMINISTRATICN
CHALLENGE US, AS WELL AS MILLIONS OF DEMOCRATS AND INDEPENDENTS,
TO WORK TOGETHER PREPARING FOR A CHANGE IN 1980,

i
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