
RE~ARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

ARMENIAN HALL 

NEW YoRKJ NEW YoRK 
FEBRUARY 2oJ1978 

MR. JAAKSONCYALK-SON)J MR. SIMONSONCSEA-MON-SON), LADIES AND GENTLEMEN) 
I AM PLEASED TO BE WITH YOU TODAY Tn COM~EMORATE THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF ESTnNIA. WHILE MOST OF YOUR CAME HERE TO 
ESCAPE THE SOVIET FORCES ADVANCING INTO YOUR HOMELANDS, AND YOU 
FLED WITH NOTH I NG MORE THAN WHAT YOU COULD CARRY J YOU HAVE ALL WORKED 
HARD IN THE UN I TED STATES /-\ND HP.VE ASKED FOR NOTH I NG MOPE THA.N TO 
rv1AKE A DECENT LIVING MID THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE GROWTH 
AND STRENGTH OF AMERICA. YOU HAVE SUCCEEDED ADMIRABLY IN THIS AND 
IN ADDITION HAVE PLAYED A PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE AREA 
OF FOREIGN POLICY. YOU BRING TO IT AN INSIGHT AND PERSONAL EXPERI-
ENCE WHICH MANY OTHER AMERICANS HAVE NEVER HAD. 

ESTONIAN CULTURE UNDER RUSSIFICATION PRESSURES 

FOR THISJ YOUR FORMER COUNTRYMEN AND RELATIVES IN FSTONI~ CAN BE 
THANKFUL, FOR THEY MUST DEPEND ON YOl! FOR THE Sl!PPORT THP.J IS SO 
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ESSENTIAL FOR THEM TO PERSEVERE IN THEIR FIGHT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, 
FREEDO~, AND SELF-DETERMINATION. THIS, OF COURSE, GOES HAND IN HAND 
WITH THEIR BATTLF TO MAINTAHl THE ESTONIA.N LAMGUAGE AND CULTURE AGAINST 
THE EVER INCREASING PRESSURES OF RUSSIFICATION. 

I AM AWARE THAT THE SOVIETS ARE CONSTANTLY ATTEMPTING TO UNDERMINE 
THE USE OF THE ESTONIAN LANGUAGE BY MAKING RUSSIAN THE OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGE IN ALL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. EMPLOYEES ARE HIRED WHO 
ARE FROM THE FAR REGIONS OF THE SOVIET EMPIRE AND WHO DO NOT 
SPEAK ANY ESTONIAN. SIMILAR ATTEMPTS ARE MADE TO RUSSIFY THE 
BEAUTIFUL SONGS AND DANCES WHICH ARE SUCH A UNIQUE PART OF THE 
ESTONIAN CULTURE. 

NJUI ONAL RESOURCES P.LlillD_ERED 

THE VALUABLE NATURAL RESOURCES OF ESTONIA ARE ALSO BEING PLUNDERED 
AND EXPnRTED TO BENEFIT THE SOVIET ECONOMY AND THE ESTONIAN 
COUNTRYSIDE IS LAID BARE IN THE PROCESS. THE EXTENT- OF THIS WASTE 
AND DISREGARD FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE COUNTRY HAS COME TO 
OUR ATTENTION IN A LETTER FROM 18 NATURALISTS FROM VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS 
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OF HIGHER LEP,RNING IN ESTONIA \t!HICH FOUND ITS WAY TO THE WEST, 
IN ADDITION TO DEVASTATING THE LANDSCAPE ON A VAST SCALE, THE 
SOVIETS INTRODUCE THOUSANDS OF RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS FROM OTHER OUT-
LYING REPUBLICS OF THE SOVIET EMPIRF WHO FURTHER UPSET THE 
PRECARIOUS NATIOMAL BALANCE AND RUSSIFY THE COUNTRY BY DILUTING 
THE ESTONIAN LANGUAGE AND ETHOS. 

ESTONIAN NATIONALISM INCREASING 

BUT THE HISTORY OF ESTONIA HAS ALWAYS BEEN MARKED BY THE COMING 
AND GOING OF DIFFERENT MASTERS AND ESTONIANS HAVE COUNTERED 
THESE INFLUENCES IN THEIR OWN WAY. so IT IS Nnw. THE NATIONALISTIC 
FEELINGS OF ESTONIANS HAVE NOT DECREASED. IN FACT, THERE ARE 
SIGNS THAT THERE IS AN EVER INCREASING NUMBER OF PEOPLE TAKING A 
FIRM STAND P.G .~INST THEIR SOVIET OPPRESSORS, SOMETIMES THIS TAKES 
THE FORM OF A SPONTANEOllS DEMONSTRATION AS OCCURRED Pl TA.RTU IN 
1976, WHEN ESTONIAN STUDENTS SANG NATIONALISTIC FOLK SONGS IN PLACE 
OF A CANCELLED CONCERT, I AM SURE THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER SUCH 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND OUTPOURINGS OF NATIONALISTIC FEELINGS BUT NEWS 
OF THEM DOES NOT ALWAYS REACH THE WESTEPN PRESS. 
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ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE GROWING NPTIONALISTIC INVOLVEMENT WAS 
THE FACT THAT THE SOVIETS HAD TO HOLD THE BIGGEST POLITICAL TRIAL 
OF THE ESTONIAN POST-STALIN ERA IN TALINNCTA-LYNN)J IN 1975. 
MATIKCMA-TICK>J SOLDATOVCSOUL-DA-TOFF>J KIIRENDCKEY-RAND) AND 
YUSl<EVICKCYOU-SKE-WITCH) WEP.E ACCUSED OF Sfl-CALLED ANTI-SOVIET 
AGITATION A~n PROPAGANDAJ NAMELY OF SENDING A MEMORANDUM TO THE 
l!.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ASKING FOR THE RESTORATION OF ESTONIA 1 S 
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND ORGANIZING FREE ELECTIONS. THE TRIAL WAS 
U~lDOUBTEDLY HELD AS A DETERRENT FOR ALL WOULD-BE FUTURE NIHIONALISTS 
BIJT THAT HAS NOT DETERRED EITHER THOSE IN ESTONIA OR IN OTHER PARTS 
0F THE SOVIET UNION. TODAYJ THERE ARE MAMY ESTONIAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN SOVIET PRISON CAMPS AND PSYCHIATRIC WARDS. SOME HAVE 
BEEN IDENTIFIED AND THEIR NAMES ARE KNOWNJ BUT THERE ARE OTHERS 
WHOSE "CRIMES" AND FATES WILL NEVE~ BE KNOWN. AND THEY ARE ON THE 
I ti CREASE I 

CONCERN WITH THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE 

IT IS ON BEHALF OF ALL THESE BRAVE MEN IVW WOMEN THAT YOU AND I 
H.AVE TAKEN SUCH fJ. KEEM INTEREST IM THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE ON SECURITY 
A.ND COOPERt\TION IN EUROPE. IT IS IN SUPPORT OF THEIR l\.SPIRATIONS 
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FOR NATIONAL SELF-DETERMINATION, FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS THAT I 
SPOKE BEFORE THE PLENARY SESSION IN NOVEMBER IN BELGRADE. I WOULD 
LIKE TO REPEAT TO YOU NOW WHAT I STATED THEN TO THE USSR AND OTHER 
NATIONS GATHERED THERE: 

"I HAVE MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF ORGANIZATIONS 
SUCH AS THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF AMERICAN ETHNIC 
GROUPS, THE CZECH0SLOVAK NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA, 
THE CONGRESS OF RVSSIAN AMERICANS, THE POLISH AMERICAN 
CONGRESS, THE HUMGARIAN ORGANIZATION OF NORTH AMERICA, 
THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AND THE JOINT 
BALTIC AMERICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE -- AND MANY 
OTHER.S. THEY HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN NOT ONLY 
AB0UT THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROVISIONS OF BASKETIII AND 
PRINCIPLE VIL BUT A.LSO ABDI.IT THE RIGHT OF SELF-
DETERMINATION OF ALL PEOPLES. 

IT IS A FACT THAT THE UNITED STfaTES HAS NEVER RECOGNIZED 
THE SOVIET IMCORPflRATI0N OF LITHUANIA, Ltl.TVIA, AND ESTONIA 
AND U.S. OFFICA~ POLICY OF NON-RECOGNITION WAS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THE RESULTS OF THE EUROPEAN SECURITY 
CONFERENCE. THIS LONG-STANDING PRINCIPLE IS THE 
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POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES AND IS SUPPO~TED BY THE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES." 

WHEN I FINISHED MY SPEECHJ MR. VORONTSOVJ THF SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
ASKED FOR THE FLOOR AND POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS JUST A ~PTTER OF 
TIME BEFORE THE ll.S. OFFICIAL POLICY WOULD CHPNGE JUST AS IT HAD 
OM SO MAMY OTHER ISSUES. EXERCISH·lG HIS RIGHT OF REPLYJ ll.S. 
AMBASSADOR GOLDBERG AGAIN RESTATED THE U.S. OFFICIAL POSITION 
OF NON-RECOGNITION. FOR MY PARTJ I WOULD LIKE TO PLEDGE 
TO YOU Tf1DJ.\YJ THAT I HILL. DO EVERYTHIMG WITHIN MY POHERS 
TO SEE THAT THIS POLICY IS NEVER CHANGED. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND DEFENSE MUST BE STRONG 

BUT THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER DUTIES THAT WE HAVE. ONE OF THESE 
IS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO THE CAPTIVE NATIONS. FUNDING FOR 
RADIO FREE EUROPE/RADIO LIBERTY ANP THE VOICE OF AMERICA MUST BE 
cnNTINUED SINCE IT IS ESSENTIAL FOR T~!E DISSIDENT MOVE~ENTS TO KNOW 
WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE SOVIET UNION AS WELL AS IN THE UNITED 
STATES AMD THE REST OF THE FREE WORLD. THFIR OWN MEDIA IS CENSURED. 
OURS ~UST REMAIN LOUD AND CLEAR. 
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OUR DEFENSE POSTURE MUST ALSO BE STRONG AND UNCHANGING. A 
SERIOl!S COMMITMENT HAS TO BE MADE TO A SPENDING PROGRAM THAT ENSURES 
OUR FLEXIBILITY AND VITALITY. THE SALT II AGREEMENT WHICH WE NEGO-
TIATE MUST GIVE THE UNITED STATES THE FREEDOM TO PURSUE THE STRATEGIC 
PROGRAMS NECESSARY TO PREVENT THE ACHIEVEMENT BY THE SOVIETS OF 
THE CAPABILITY TO DESTROY OUR LAND-BASED DETERRENTS IN A PRE-
EMPTIVE STRIKE. 

THE DEFENSE EFFORT OF THE SOVIET UNION IS CONTINUING TO EXPAND AND 
MODERNIZE MAJOR COMPONENTS OF ITS STRATEGIC FORCES. SOME SOVIET 
EQUIPMENT IS REPORTEDLY NOW EQUAL TO THAT OF CURRENTLY DEPLOYED U.S. 
SYSTEMS IN TECHNOLOGY AND SOPHISTICATION. THERE IS CONTROVERSY 
AMONG SERIOUS ANALYSTS THAT THE SOVIETS ARE ENGAGED IN A FORMIDABLE, 
STEADY,SUSTAINED MILITARY EFFORT. THE UNITED STATES ~UST BE NO 
LESS STEADY, SUSTAINED, AND EFFECTIVE IN MAINTAINING ITS SUPERIORITY. 

WE KNOW THAT ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS IN DEALING WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION IS THE STANCE WE PRESENT AND HOW CONSISTENT IT IS. 
WHILE WE MUSTN'T FEAR TO NEGOTIATE WITH OUR ADVERSARIES, WE MUST 
FIRMLY DELINEATE THE LIMITS BEYOND WHICH WE WILL NEVER Gn. 
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OUR PRINCIPLES MUST BE CLEARLY AND UNEQUIVOCALLY DRAWN SO THAT THERE 
CAN BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING OF OUR GOALS AND OBJECTIVES. WE MUST 
FIRMLY Mm UNFALTERINGLY RESTATE OUR GO.A.LS AND PRINCIPLES) OUR SUPPORT 
FnR HUMAN RIGHTS) FOR SELF-DETERMINATION FOR .A.LL PEOPLES. 

U.S. FUTURE STAND IN MADRID 

THE REPORTS NOW COMING OUT OF BELGRADE REGARDING THE FINAL SESSIONS 
OF THE CSCE ARE NOT ENCOURAGING. THE SOVIETS HAVE ADAMANTLY REFUSED 
TO HAVE A FINAL DOCUMENT WHICH IS TO INCLUDE ANY REFERENCE TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS. SOME ANALYSTS A.ND DIPLOMATS ARE SUGGESTING THAT THE 
HARD STAND TAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SOVIET 
I NT RANS I GEN CE AMD HE SHOULD THEREFORE SOFTEN IT, I SAY WE SHOULD 
nn NOTH I MG OF THE SORT I WE MUST MAKE ABUMD.~NTLY CLEAR TO THE 
SOVIET UNION THAT WHEN WE RETURN TO THE DIPLOMACY TABLE IM MADRID 
IN 1980) WE WILL DISCUSS SOVIET VIOLATIONS AND NON-COMPLIANCE 
WITH ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THE HELSINKI FIN~L ACT THEN) AS WE HAVE 
UP TO NOW. I CANNOT THINK OF ONE INSTANCE WHERE A WEAK STANCE BY 
THIS COUNTRY HAS BROUGHT ABOUT POSITIVE RESULTS) IT HAS NOT WORKED 
IN THE PAST AND CERTAHlLY WILL NOT IN THE FUTURE. 
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~ 

MANY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS AND DECISIONS LIE AHEAD. IT WILL NOT 
BE EASY TO RESOLVE THEM, FOR THERE ARE MANY WHO WOULD RATHER MAKE 
THE PRESENT PATH EASIER AT THE EXPENSE OF OUR FUTURE. I KNOW THAT 
vnu DO NnT FEEL THIS WAY AND THAT I WILL RE ABLE TO COUNT ON 
YOUR HELP FnR THE FUTURE. 

THANK YOU. 

##-~#-~##··##· • r f i4 
• t:· . ,, . 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sunday, February 26, 1978 

REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

CONTACT: Janet Anderson 
Alda Witt 

6011-I ANNIVERSARY OF ESTONIAN INDEPENDENCE 
ARMENIAN HALL, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Mr. Jaakson, Mr. Simonson, ladies and gentlemen. I am pleased to be with you today to 
corrrrnemorate the 60th anniversary of the independence of Estonia. While most of you came here 
to escape the Soviet forces advancing into your homelands, and you fled with nothing more 
than what you could carry, you have all worked hard in the United States and have asked for 
nothing more than to make a decent living and the opportunity to contribute to the growth 
and strength of America. You have succeeded admirably in this, and, in addition, have 
played a particularly important role in the area of foreign policy. You bring to it an 
insight and personal experience which many other Americans have never had. 

ESTONIAN CULTURE UNDER RUSSIFICATION PRESSURES 

For this, your former countrymen and relatives in Estonia can be thankful, for they must 
depend on you for the support that is so essential for them to persevere in their fight for 
human rights, freedom, and self-determination. This, of course, goes hand in hand with 
their battle to maintain the Estonian language and culture against the ever-increasing 
pressures of Russification. 

I am aware that the Soviets are constantly attempting to undermine the use of the Estonian 
language by making Russian the official language in all government agencies. Employees are 
hired who are from the far regions of the Soviet empire and who do not speak any Estonian. 
Similar attempts are made to Russify the beautiful songs and dances which are such a unique 
part of the Estonian culture. 

NATIONAL RESOURCES PLUNDERED 

The valuable natural resources of Estonia are also being plundered and exported to benefit 
the Soviet economy and the Estonian countryside is laid bare in the process. The extent of 
this waste and disregard for the conservation of the country has come to our attention in 
a letter from 18 naturalists from various institutions of higher learning in Estonia which 
found its way to the West. In addition to devastating the landscape on a vast scale, the 
Soviets introduce thousands of Russian immigrants from other outlying republics of the 
Soviet empire who further upset the precarious national balance and Russify the country by 
diluting the Estonian language and ethos. 

ESTONIAN NATIONALISM INCREASING 

But the history of Estonia has always been marked by the coming and going of different 
masters, and Estonians have countered these influences in their own way. So it is now. 
The nationalistic feelings of Estonians have not decreased. In fact, there are signs that 
there is an ever-increasing nwnber of people taking a firm stand against their Soviet 
oppressors. Sometimes this takes the form of a spontaneous demonstration as occurred in 
Tartu in 1976, when Estonian students sang nationalistic folk songs in place of a cancelled 
concert. I am sure there have been other such demonstrations and outpourings of nationalistic 
feelings, but news of them does not always reach the Western press. 

Another indication of the growing nationalistic involvement was the fact that the Soviets 
had to hold the biggest political trial of the Estonian post-Stalin era in Talinn in 1975. 
M'atik, Soldatov, Kiirend, and Yuskevick were accused of so-called anti-Soviet agitation and 
propaganda, namely of sending a memorandum to the U.N. General Assembly asking for the 
restoration of Estonia's national independence and organizing free elections. The trial was 
undoubtedly held as a deterrent for all would-be future nationalists, but that has not 
deterred either those in Estonia or in other parts of the Soviet Union. Today there are many 
Estonian political prisoners in Soviet prison camps and psychiatric wards. Some have been 
identified and their names are known. But there are others whose "crimes" and fates will 
never be known. And they are on the increase. 
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CONCERN WITI-I TI-IE BELGRADE CONFERENCE 

It is on behalf of all these brave men and women that you and I have taken such a keen 
interest in the Belgrade Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. It is in support 
of their aspirations for national self-determination, freedom and human rights that I spoke 
before the Plenary Session in November in Belgrade. I would like to repeat to you now what 
I stated then to the U.S.S.R. and other nations gathered there: 

"I have met with representatives of organizations such as the National Federation 
of American Ethnic Groups, The Czechoslovak National Council of America, The Congress 
of Russian Americans, The Polish American Congress, The Hungarian Organization of 
North America, The Ukrainian National Association, and the Joint Baltic American 
National Committee -- and many others. They have expressed their concern not only 
about the human rights provisions of Basket II and Principle VII, but also about 
the right of self-determination of all peoples. 

It is a fact that the United States has never recognized the Soviet incorporation 
of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, and U.S. official policy of non-recognition was 
not affected by the results of the European Security Conference. This long-
standing principle is the policy of the United States and is supported by the 
Congress of the United States." 

When I finished my speech, Mr. Vorontsov, the Soviet Ambassador, asked for the floor and 
pointed out that it was just a matter of time before the U.S. official policy would change, 
just as it had on so many other issues. Exercising his right of reply, U.S. Ambassador 
Goldbert again restated the U.S. official position of non-recognition. For my part, I 
would like to pledge to you today that I will do everything within my powers to see that this 
policy is never changed. ~ 

COMMUNICATIONS AND DEFENSE MUST BE STRONG 

But there are several other duties that we have. One of these is to provide information to 
the captive nations. Funding for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and the Voice of America 
must be continued since it is essential for the dissident movements to know what is 
happening in the Soviet Union as well as in the United States and the rest of the free world. 
Their own media is censured. Ours must remain loud and clear. 

Our defense posture must also be strong and unchanging. A serious commitment has to be made 
to a spending program that ensures our flexibility and vitality. The SALT II agreement which 
we negotiate must give the United States the freedom to pursue the strategic programs 
necessary to prevent the achievement by the Soviets of the capability to destroy our land-
based deterrents in a pre-emptive strike. 

The defense effort of the Soviet Union is continuing to expand and modernize major components 
of its strategic forces. Some Soviet equipment is reportedly now equal to that of currently 
deployed U.S. systems in technology and sophistication. There is controversy among serious 
analysts that the Soviets are engaged in a formidable, steady, sustained military effort. 
The United States must be no less steady, sustained, and effective in maintaining its 
superiority. 

We know that one of the most important aspects in dealing with the Soviet Union is the stance 
we present and how consistent it is. While we mustn't fear to negotiate with our adversaries, 
we must firmly delineate the limits beyond which we will never go. 

Our principles must be clearly and unequivocally drawn so that there can be no misunderstanding 
of our goals and objectives. We must finnly and unfalteringly restate our goals and 
principles, our support for human rights, for self-determination for all peoples. 

U.S. FUTURE STAND IN MADRID 

The reports now coming out of Belgrade regarding the final sessions of the CSCE are not 
encouraging. The Soviets have adamantly refused to have a final document which is to include 
any reference to human rights. Some analysts and diplomats are suggesting that the hard 
stand taken by the United States is responsible for the Soviet intransigence and we should 
therefore soften it. I say we should do nothing of the sort. We must made abundantly clear 
to the Soviet Union that when we return to the diplomacy table in Madrid in 1980 we will 
discuss Soviet violations and non ~ compliance with all the provisions of the Helsinki Final 
Act then, as we have up to now. I cannot think of one instance where a weak stance by this 
country has brought about positive results. It has not worked in the past and certainly will 
not in the future. 

Many difficult problems and decisions lie ahead. It will not be easy to resolve them, for 
there are many who would rather make the present path easier at the expense of our future, I 
know that you do not feel this way, and that I will be able to count on your help for the 
future. Thank you. 
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