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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

AMERICAN ADVERTISING FEDERI—\TION" "V

WASHINGTON, D. C,
JUNE 14, 1977

MR. CHAIRMAN, DISTINGUISHED OFFICERS AND ME& OF(u '

THE AMERICAN ADVERTISING FEDERATION, AND MADAM COMMISSIONER: 0
WE LIVE IN A TIME OF FULL DISCLOSURE. THEREFORE, LET

ME CONFESS THAT PART OF MY OPPOSITION TO THE CONSUMER PROTECTION

ACT, AS IT IS HUMBLY ENTITLED BY ITS SPONSORS, ARISES FROM

PERSONAL CONSIDERATIONS, THE PRINCIPAL ADVOCATE OF THE ACT,

MR. RALPH NADER, DESCRIBED THE BILL IN DRAMATIC TERMS EARLY

IN ITS TROUBLED HISTORY ON CAPITOL HILL. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD

CREATE A “STRIKE AGENCY” TO “REVOLUTIONIZE" THE GOVERNMENT AND

TO “REFORM ITS ENTIRE APPARATUS”. T WANT NO SUCH THING TO

HAPPEN TO OUR PREVIOUS SPEAKER.
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BEFORE I TURN TO THE OTHER REASONS WHY I OPPOSE THE
LEGISLATION, LET ME DISCLOSE ALSO THAT I AM SHAMELESSLY
BIASED IN FAVOR OF COMMISSIONER DOLE, WHO IS A DISTINGUISHED
MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION AND THE VERY BEST
ADVOCATE THAT ANY CONSUMER COULD WANT IN WASHINGTON. SHE
IS, T SUBMIT, LIVING REFUTATION OF HER OWN BELIEF THAT
CONSUMERS ARE UNREPRESENTED IN OUR GOVERNMENT,

- SUPPORTED LAST YEAR'S BILL -

MY FINAL DISCLOSURE IS THAT I AM A CONVERT. I VOTED FOR
AND ACTIVELY SUPPORTED THE CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT IN 1970,
1974 AND 1975, FOR SOME OF THE REASONS THAT OUR PRIOR SPEAKER
HAS JUST ADDRESSED. YOU MAY BE INTERESTED TO KNOW WHY I HAVE

CHANGED MY MIND, o
~

foos
‘ f
s
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THE TIRED ARGUMENT THAT THE CONSUMER IS UNREPRESENTED
HAS BEEN THE BILL'S SHIBBOLETH SINCE THE TIME, MANY YEARS AGO,
WHEN IT WAS A MERE GLEAM IN MR. NADER'S EYE. I HAVE COME TO
BELIEVE THAT THIS IS NOT THE CASE -- A VIEW SHARED‘BY TIN%
GENERAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN’'S CLUBS, THE LARGEST WOMEN'S
ORGANIZATION IN THE WORLD, WHEN THEY ADOPTED A RESOLUTION LAST
WEDNESDAY OPPOSING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CONSUMER PROTECTION

AGENCY AS CURRENTLY PROPOSED,

- COST OF EXISTING AGENCIES: $1.2 BILLION -

WE RELY IN THIS COUNTRY ON THE MARKETPLACE AS THE
PRINCIPAL CONSUMER ADVOCATE, AND WE HAVE THE ANTITRUST DIVISION
OF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION TO

MAKE CERTAIN THAT MARKETS OPERATE FAIRLY AND EFFICIENTLY,
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AND THERE IS A CLUSTER OF OTHER CONSUMER PROTECTION AGENCIES

IN OUR BUREAUCRATIC GALAXY, MOST OF WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED
WITHIN THE PAST DECADE, WHOSE POWERS NOW EXTEND TO PRACTICALLY
EVERY COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES. THEY INCLUDE
THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION, THE FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, THE FEDERAL
ENERGY ADMINISTRATION, THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION, THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION,
AND THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION, AMONG OTHERS. WHY NOT
INCREASE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE EXISTING AGENCIES RATHER THAN
SUPERIMPOSE ON THEM A FURTHER LEVEL OF FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY.

DID YOU KNOW THAT THESE AGENCIES ALONE WILL COST US AN ESTIMATED

$1.2 BILLION IN FISCAL YEAR 19787
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ANOTHER REASON WHY I HAVE CHANGED MY MIND IS MY
DECISION TO TAKE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AT HIS
WORD. HE CAMPAIGNED HARD ON SEVERAL THEMES; AND IT SEEMS
TO ME THAT PRACTICALLY EVERY ONE OF THEM IS CONTRADICTED BY
THE CREATION OF A NEW INDEPENDENT AGENCY TO TIE UP THE EXECUTIVE
BRANCH IN LITIGATION WHENEVER THAT AGENCY, NOT PRESIDENT CARTER,
FEELS THAT CONSUMER INTERESTS NEED TO BE PROTECTED.

CANDIDATE CARTER CHALLENGED MR. NADER AS THE NATION’S
HIGH PRIEST OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY. HE SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY
WOULD BE THE NUMBER ONE CONSUMER ADVOCATE, AND HE HAS TAKEN
STEPS TO VINDICATE THIS PROMISE BY PLUCKING MANY OF THE MOST
ARDENT CONSUMERISTS IN THE LAND FROM THEIR PRIVATE DOMAIN AND

PLACING THEM IN HIGH POSITIONS THROUGHOUT THE GOVERNMENT.
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IN FACT, IT'S BEEN SAID THERE WOULD BE NO ONE LEFT TO RUN
THE NEW AGENCY?THE CANNOT BE THE NATION’S TOP CONSUMERIST
BY CREATING A NADER-INSPIRED LITIGATION STRIKE FORCE THAT WILL
OPERATE BEYOND HIS CONTROL. THEY WILL OUTDO HIM EVERY TIME.
CANDIDATE CARTER SAID, AND PRESIDENT CARTER CONTINUES
TO SAY, THAT HE IS PLEDGED TO CUT DOWN ON GOVERNMENT SPENDING,
TO REORGANIZE THE GOVERNMENT MORE EFFICIENTLY, TO REDUCE
BUREAUCRATIC HARASSMENT OF BUSINESS, AND TO CONTROL INFLATION.
IF THESE PLEDGES ARE SINCERE, AND I HOPE AND BELIEVE THAT THEY
ARE, IT IS AN ODD TIME INDEED TO CREATE A NEW AGENCY OF THE
KIND NOW URGED UPON US. IT ISN'T ENOUGH TO SAY, AS HE DID ON
AUGUST 9, 1976, WHILE ADDRESSING A GROUP OF CONSUMERISTS FROM

THE "PUBLIC CITIZEN FORUM" THAT “THIS AGENCY IS DIFFERENT".
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THE NEW AGENCY WILL CAUSE A DIRECT INCREASE IN GOVERNMENT
SPENDING OF $15 MILLION DURING ITS FIRST YEAR OF EXISTENCE.
AFTER THAT, AS IS THE CASE WITH ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY, THE SKY
IS THE LIMIT. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU ALL KNOW ABOUT OSHA -- ITS FIRST
FULL YEAR'S AUTHORIZATION WAS $376,000, AND OSHA‘S BUDGET FOR
THIS YEAR IS $132,200,000. THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY'S
AUTHORIZATION FOR ITS FIRST FULL YEAR WAS $679 MILLION, BUT
EPA’S TOTAL BUDGET FOR THIS YEAR IS $6 BILLION. THE CIVIL
AERONAUTICS BOARD'S ORIGINAL AUTHORIZATION WAS $14 MILLION,

BUT ITS PRESENT BUDGET CALLS FOR $92.8 MILLION.
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WHAT ABOUT GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION THAT WE HEAR SO
MUCH ABOUT AND THAT WE ON CAPITOL HILL HAVE BEEN DOING SOMETHING
ABOUT BY CREATING, FOR EXAMPLE, A NEW DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY?
IF REORGANIZATION TO MAKE GOVERNMENT MORE RESPONSIVE AND
EFFICIENT IS A SINCERE CONCEPT, WHY THEN DO WE NEED A SUPER-
AGENCY TO POLICE THAT GOVERNMENT? I FIND THE TWO CONCEPTS
UTTERLY INCONSISTENT, AND I FIND THE REORGANIZATION COURSE FAR
MORE APPEALING. WE SHOULD FOLLOW THE PRESIDENT'S LEAD IN
PUTTING OUR GOVERNMENTAL HOUSE IN ORDER BEFORE WE CREATE AN

INDEPENDENT AGENCY TO DO IT FOR US.
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- GOOD GUYS AND BAD GUYS -

I HAVE WELCOMED PRESIDENT CARTER’S ASSURANCES THAT
GOVERNMENTAL HARASSMENT OF BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT-INSPIRED
INFLATION WILL BE CONTROLLED BY HIS ADMINISTRATION. BUT I SEE
NONE OF THAT IN THE CONSUMER PROTECTION BILL.

THE PREMISE OF THE BILL -- AN UNFORTUNATE ONE, I BELIEVE --
IS THAT THERE ARE GOOD GUYS AND BAD GUYS IN THIS WORLD OF OURS.
THE BAD GUYS ARE BUSINESSMEN WHO CAPTIVATE THE GOVERNMENT AND
LINE THEIR POCKETS WITH GOLD AT THE EXPENSE OF THE GOOD-GUY
CONSUMERS, NOW THE GOOD GUYS WILL HAVE THEIR OWN SUPER GOOD

GUY IN GOVERWNMENT,
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I WON'T BORE YOU WITH MY VIEWS ON THE ANCIENT DEBATE
OVER WHO WEARS THE WHITE AND WHO WEARS THE BLACK HAT. IT WILL
SUFFICE TO SAY THAT THE CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT IS ANTI-BUSINESS.
THE NEW AGENCY CAN USE COMPULSORY PROCESS TO IMPOSE BURDENSOME
INFORMATION DEMANDS UPON BUSINESSMEN; IT CAN TIE UP EXPEDITIOUS
GOVERNMENTAL DECISION-MAKING ON WHICH BUSINESSMEN RELY BY
INTERVENTION AND LITIGATION; AND IT CAN GENERALLY INCREASE THE

CLIMATE OF SUSPICION AND DISTRUST OF BUSINESS.
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- PRICE TAG FOR MORE GOVERNMENT -

NOR WILL THE PRESIDENT'S WISH TO CONTROL INFLATION BE
SERVED BY CONSUMER ADVOCATES. THERE IS A PRICE TAG FOR MORE
GOVERNMENT, AND IT IS A VAST MISTAKE TO ASSUME THAT BUSINESS
PAYS THAT PRICE. COSTS INCURRED BY GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION
ARE PASSED ON TO CONSUMERS IN THE FORM OF HIGHER PRICES FOR
GOODS AND SERVICES. MORE BUREAUCRACY WILL NOT SERVE

PRESIDENT CARTER'S EXPRESSED DESIRE TO LIMIT INFLATION.
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SO THE BASIS FOR MY NEW OPPOSITION IS FOUNDED LARGELY
IN THE HOPE THAT OUR NEW PRESIDENT WILL SUCCEED AS THE NATION’S
PREMIERE CONSUMER ADVOCATE, THAT GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION
WILL TRIM AWAY THE FAT AND MAKE OUR BUREAUCRATIC COMPLEX MORE
RESPONSIVE, THAT BUSINESSMEN WILL BE LESS HARASSED, AND THAT
INFLATION CAN BE CONTROLLED. THE CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT WILL
WORK DIRECTLY AGAINST THE PRESIDENT IN THESE EFFORTS.

WE HEAR A LOT ABOUT “CONSUMERS” THESE DAYS, AND I AM
ALL FOR THEM. EVERYONE IS A CONSUMER, SO PERHAPS THE NEW

AGENCY SHOULD BE CALLED THE AGENCY FOR EVERYONE’S ADVOCACY.
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BUT IF YOU THINK OF IT IN THOSE TERMS, YOU COME TO
REALIZE THAT WE ALREADY HAVE SUCH AN AGENCY IN WASHINGTON.,

WE CALL IT THE CONGRESS, AND JUST IN RECENT YEARS WE HAVE ENACTED

A HOST OF CONSUMER-ORIENTED LEGISLATION. FOR EXAMPLE: THE

TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT; CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY ACT;
MAGNUSON-MOSS WARRANTY-FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION IMPROVEMENTS;

THE ANTI-TRUST IMPROVEMENTS ACT; MEAT, EGG AND POULTRY INSPECTION
ACTS; TRUTH IN LENDING ACT; FAIR CREDIT BILLING ACT; THE EQUAL
CREDIT OPPORTUNITY ACT; AND A HOST OF RELATED CONSUMER LAWS.

[ WAS INFORMED BY THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS YESTERDAY THAT IN

THIS CONGRESS ALONE SOME 531 BILLS TOUCHING ON CONSUMER CONCERNS
HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED; AND IN THE 94TH CONGRESS, SOME 831 BILLS

WERE INTRODUCED.
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IF WE PASS THIS BILL, WE ARE SAYING IN EFFECT THAT
CONGRESS, AND INDEED THE PRESIDENT, ARE INCAPABLE OF MAKING
CERTAIN THAT THE GOVERNMENT REPRESENTS THE INTEREST OF THE
PEOPLE. I AM UNPREPARED TO MAKE THAT STATEMENT.

IF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION OR THE CONSUMER PRODUCT
SAFETY COMMISSION OR ANY OTHER ENTITY OF THIS GOVERNMENT IS

NOT PERFORMING ITS MANDATE TO SERVE THE PUBLIC INTEREST, THEN

CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT SHOULD DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. THE
CONGRESS CAN AND DOES EXERT ENORMOUS INFLUENCE BY VIRTUE OF

ITS OVERSIGHT AUTHORITY. IN THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS THE PRESIDENT
HAS INSTALLED VIGOROUS CONSUMER REPRESENTATION OFFICES WITHIN
EVERY MAJOR DEPARTMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. THE GREAT
ATTENTION GIVEN TO CONSUMER PROBLEMS BY BOTH BRANCHES OVER THE
PAST SEVERAL YEARS IS ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE THAT NOW PERSUADES

ME THAT THERE IS NO NEED FOR A NEW INDEPENDENT AGENCY.
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- CREATE NEW AGENCY TO POLICE THE OLD ONES? -

THE OLD OSTRICH APPROACH OF FUNDING A NEW BUREAUCRACY
TO SOLVE A PARTICULAR PROBLEM IS A PRACTICE WHOSE TIME HAS
COME AND, TO THE RELIEF OF MOST AMERICANS, GONE. CONSIDER FIRST
THE ILLOGIC OF CREATING A NEW AGENCY TO POLICE THE OLD ONES.
I FIND LITTLE COMFORT IN THE CONCEPT THAT MORE BUREAUCRACY IS THE
ANSWER TO PROBLEMS CREATED FOR THE MOST PART BY TOO MUCH

BUREAUCRACY.,
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MOREOVER, AN INDEPENDENT SUPER-AGENCY IS NOT THE PROPER
SOLUTION TO THE ANCIENT DILEMMA OF WHO SHALL GUARD THE GUARDS
THEMSELVES. THE CONSTITUTION, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, PLACES THAT
BURDEN ELSEWHERE. CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT SERVE THAT FUNCTION

AS THE ONLY ELECTED OFFICIALS IN OUR FEDERAL SYSTEM. IT IS OUR
JOB TO ASSURE THAT EVERY AGENCY OF THIS GOVERNMENT SERVES THE
BEST INTEREST OF ALL THE PEOPLE ALL THE TIME. IF THE JOB IS

NOT BEING DONE, IT IS OUR FAULT, THE CREATION OF A NEW SHIP

OF STATE FLYING THE FLAG OF CONSUMERISM DOES NOT RELIEVE US

OF THE BURDEN,

Page 16 of 24
c019_018_006_all_Alb.pdf




This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

GETTING BACK TO THE QUESTION OF IDENTIFYING WHO “CONSUMERS”
ARE, THE PROMOTERS OF THE CONSUMER PROTECTION LEGISLATION HAVE
CONTRIVED A NEAT WAY TO GET AROUND THE FACT THAT A CONSUMER IS
NO DIFFERENT THAN A PERSON. ONE CAN ALSO ASK WHAT IS A “CONSUMER
INTEREST”, THE ADVOCATES DEFINE A PARTICULAR “CONSUMER INTEREST",
AND THEY SAY THAT THIS "CONSUMER INTEREST” IS UNIQUE AND
SEPARABLE FROM OUR OTHER INTERESTS.

- CONSUMERS NOT ALL THE SAME -

THIS, T HAVE CONCLUDED, MAKES NO SENSE. THERE IS NO
PALPABLE CONSUMER INTEREST THAT ONE DESIGNATED BUREAUCRAT
CAN OR SHOULD REPRESENT. WHAT IS YOUR INTEREST IN FOREIGN
GRAIN SALES? WELL, THIS DEPENDS VERY MUCH ON WHO YOU ARE,
DOES IT NOT? ARE YOU A FARMER? A CITY-DWELLER? A BAKER?

A FOREIGN CONSUMER? A TAXPAYER? WHAT ABOUT BALANCE OF PAYMENTS,
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INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS, OR FOREIGN RELATIONS GENERALLY? WHEN
THE NEW CONSUMER ADVOCATE RUSHES HEADLONG INTO THIS TERRIBLY
COMPLEX ISSUE, WHOSE INTEREST WILL BE ADVOCATED? WHAT ROLE
WOULD SUCH AN AGENCY PLAY IN A SACCHARIN BAN?

THE POINT IS THAT YOU CAN'T PUT ON BLINDERS AND VIGOROUSLY
ADVOCATE WHAT MAY BE THE INTEREST OF ONE CONSUMER WITHOUT DOING
VIOLENCE TO THE INTERESTS OF OTHERS. AND YOU CAN'T SINGLE-
MINDEDLY RUN THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE “CONSUMER
INTEREST”, EVEN IF THERE WERE SUCH A THING. WE HAVE ENOUGH
POLARIZATION INSTITUTIONALIZED IN OUR GOVERNMENT NOW. THE BROAD
PUBLIC INTEREST, AS DEFINED AND ADDRESSED BY THE CONGRESS AND THE
PRESIDENT, IS THE ONLY INTEREST THAT GOVERNMENT HAS ANY BUSINESS

REPRESENTING .
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ALL OF THIS BRINGS ME TO A CRUCIAL POINT -- THE NEW
CONSUMER AGENCY WILL HAVE TOO MUCH POWER. IT IS SIMPLY NAIVE TO
ACCEPT, AS SOME APPARENTLY DO, THAT IT WILL ALWAYS BE A SMALL
AGENCY, THAT IT WILL HAVE NO DIRECT REGULATORY AUTHORITY, AND
THAT IT CANNOT IMPOSE ITS WILL ON ANYONE.

- BUREAUCRATIC GROWTH -

THAT IT WILL BE A SMALL AGENCY IS REFUTED BY HISTORY.

I CAN SEE IT NOW., FIFTEEN MILLION IN THE FIRST YEAR, TWENTY
MILLION IN THE SECOND YEAR, AND TWENTY-FIVE MILLION IN THE THIRD
YEAR AS AUTHORIZED IN THE BILL, WILL BE WOEFULLY INADEQUATE,
THEY WILL TELL US. THE AGENCY WILL HAVE ONLY SCRATCHED THE
SURFACE OF REGULATORY ABUSE, THEY WILL TELL US. A FEW MILLION
MORE NEXT YEAR AND THE NEXT YEAR AND THE NEXT IS VERY NECESSARY,
THEY WILL TELL US. WHAT DISTURBS ME EVEN MORE IS THAT WE ON

CAPITOL HILL HARDLY BLINK AT MILLIONS ANYMORE.
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AND REMEMBER, THIS WILL BE THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AMERICAN
CONSUMER SPEAKING. BY CLOTHING THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE WITH THE
APPARENT AUTHORITY OF THE PEOPLE, WE WILL HAVE CREATED A VERY
POTENT POLITICAL FORCE.

BY THE SAME TOKEN, THE LACK OF DIRECT REGULATORY AUTHORITY
SHOULD BE NO PROBLEM FOR THE NEW AGENCY. THE POWER OF COMPULSORY
PROCESS. THE POWER TO INTERVENE, AND THE POWER TO SUE--ALL ON
BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE--WILL AFFORD IMMENSE LEVERAGE TO THE
CONSUMER ADVOCATE. THESE POWERS, EVEN THE THREAT OF THEIR USE,
WILL BE SUFFICIENT TO MAKE THE BEST ESTABLISHED GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

WITHER.
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- PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORITY -

WITH ALL THIS POWER, WHETHER LEGAL OR POLITICAL, IT
WOULD SEEM THAT THERE SHOULD BE SUBSTANTIAL ACCOUNTABILITY AT
THE VERY LEAST TO THE PRESIDENT. TRY AS I MIGHT, I SEE NO
PRACTICAL CONTROLS ON THE AGENCY. ALTHOUGH THE LEGISLATION PLACES
IT TECHNICALLY IN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, IT CAN SUE THE EXECUTIVE
BRANCH. THE COURTS HAVE SAID THAT YOU CANNOT SUE YOURSELF, EVEN
IF YOU ARE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. THE POWER TO SUE
IS THE CRUX OF THE BILL; SO THERE IS NO WAY THAT THE CONSUMER
ADVOCATE CAN BE CONTROLLED BY THE PRESIDENT. HE OR SHE WILL
BE A FREE AGENT, ROAMING IN THE PASTURES OF HIGH GOVERNMENT
POLICY, SPEAKING LOUDLY AND CARRYING A BIG LEGAL AND POLITICAL

STICK.
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WM

SET ME.IURN BRIEFLY TO SOME SPECIFIC AREAS OF CONCERN.
ENERGY IS ONE THAT IS ON EVERYONE'S MIND. LESS THAN ONE WEEK
AFTER THE PRESIDENT CALLED UPON A CONFUSED, SKEPTICAL NATION TO
FACE THE ENERGY CRISIS, THE CONSUMER AGENCY'S PRINCIPAL
ADVOCATE QUESTIONED THE PRESIDENT’S CONCLUSION THAT THIS NATION
FACED A CRITICAL SHORTAGE OF ENERGY RESOURCES. NOW SUPPOSE
THAT THIS WERE THE OFFICIALLY-DESIGNATED CONSUMER REPRESENTATIVE
SPEAKING. CAN YOU IMAGINE THE FRUSTRATING, CONFOUNDING EFFECT
OF SUCH A STATEMENT AND ITS POTENTIAL FOR DETERIORATION OF THE

NATIONAL WILL?
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FOOLHARDY AND IRONIC VENTURE

TAKE GRAIN SALES, WHICH | MENTIONED EARLIER. THE PRESIDENT
MADE NUMEROUS CAMPAIGN COMMITMENTS AGAINST FUTURE GRAIN EMBARGOES,
WHICH HE MAY OR MAY NOT FIND HIMSELF ABLE TO KEEP. BUT THE POINT
IS THAT DECISIONS ON ISSUES OF THIS MAGNITUDE SHOULD BE ARRIVED AT
BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS. THE ENABLING OF A COLLECTION OF
LAWYERS WITH A NARROW VIEW TO TIE UP THESE DECISIONS BY LAWSUITS,
PUBLIC STATEMENTS, OR ANY OTHER MEANS IS A FOOLHARDY VENTURE AT BEST,

THERE ARE STILL MANY UNANSWERED AND UNANSWERABLE QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE SCOPE AND RESPONSIBILIIIES OF A CONSUMER PROTECTION AGENCY: HOW
WILL THE CONSUMER PROTECTION AGENCY DECIDE WHAT IS A "CONSUMER
INTEREST”? WILL THE AGENCY BE PERMITTED TO INTERVENE IN INFORMAL
ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS FORMAL PROCEEDINGS OF OTHER AGENCIES? SHOULD
THE AGENCY BE ALLOWED TO PETITION FOR OR INTERVENE IN JUDICIAL

REVIEW OF OTHER AGENCY ACTIONS?
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SHOULD THE AGENCY BE GIVEN THE RIGHT TO DIRECTLY SUBPOENA TRADE
SECRETS AND OTHER CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION FROM BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY?
WHAT WILL BE THE EXTENT OF EXEMPTIONS? THIS LATTER AREA OF CONCERN
IS PARTICULARLY CONTROVERSIAL.

THERE HAS BEEN NO ARGUMENT OVER THE ISSUE THAT NATIONAL SECURITY
AGENCIES, SUCH AS THE FBI AND THE CIA, SHOULD BE COMPLETELY EXEMPT
FROM THE NEW AGENCY’S ACTIVITIES.

THERE IS GREAT IRONY IN THE LEGISLATION AS IT NOW STANDS. LABOR
SUPPORTS THE BILL, BECAUSE LABOR IS EXEMPT. OTHERS WOULD SUPPORT
THE LEGISLATION IF THEY WERE EXEMPT.  EVERYONE WOULD SUPPORT THE
LEGISLATION IF EVERYONE WERE EXEMPT,

WHAT CONSUMERS NEED NOW IS PROTECTION FROM THIS AGENCY, I SHALL
CONTINUE TO VOTE TO PROTECT THE CONSUMER--BY VOTING AGAINST THE

SO_CALLED CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 1977.
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