
REMARKS OF HONORABLE BOB DOLE 

CENTURY CLUB DINNER 
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1971 

I AM DELIGHTED TO BE HERE IN CALIFORNIA'S 38TH CONGRESSIONAL 

DISTRICT. THE 38TH IS A CRUCIAL SWING DISTRICT. IN 1970, THE CENTURY 

CLUB WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN BRINGING IT BACK INTO THE REPUBLICAN FOLD --

AND IN '72, WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU TO KEEP IT THERE. 

VEYSEY BUILDS STRONG RECORD 

THAT SHOULD NOT BE TOO DIFFICULT WHEN YOU CANDIDATE IS A MAN 

LIKE VICTOR VEYSEY. HE HAS ALREADY BUILT AN IMPRESSIVE RECORD AS A MAN 

WHO GETS THINGS DONE. HIS EFFORTS HAVE RESULTED IN THE GOVERNMENT FIN-

ALLY TAKING ACTION ON A SALINITY STUDY OF THE SALTON SEA. WORKING WITH 

REPRESENTATIVE JERRY PETTIS, HE ALSO WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SECURING GOVERN-

MENT APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A VETERANS HOSPITAL IN LOMA LINDA, 

WHICH WILL SERVE MANY OF THE RESIDENTS OF THIS DISTRICT. 

HE HAS ALSO STOOD FIRM FOR TOUGHER, MORE SENSIBLE WELFARE REG-

ULATIONS SO THAT TAXPAYERS' DOLLARS WILL GO ONLY TO THE DESERVING -- NOT 

TO THOSE WHO PREFER IDLENESS AND EVADE THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 1 of 19



-I A-

THE CENTURY CLUB CAN BE PROUD OF THE ROLE IT PLAYED IN ELECTING 

VIC VEYSEY. HE IS GIVING THIS DISTRICT, AND THE CONGRESS, THE KIND OF LEAD-

ERSHIP THEY NEED. AND HE IS HELPING PRESIDENT NIXON IN HIS EFFORTS TO BUILD 

A LASTING, HONORABLE PEACE AND A NEW PROSPERITY FOR ALL AMERICANS. IN 1972, 

BOTH MEN WILL BE UP FOR ELECTION AGAIN. WITH YOUR HELP, THEY WILL BOTH RE-

CEIVE STRONG MANDATES FROM THE VOTERS OF THE 38TH DISTRICT. 

THE FACTORS THAT DECIDE AN ELECTION ARE LIKE A MOSAIC -- HUNDREDS 

OF PIECES GO INTO COMPLETING THE FULL PICTURE. HOWEVER, SOME PIECES ARE BIG-

GER THAN OTHERS. I EXPECT THIS TO BE ESPECIALLY TRUE OF 1972. MANY FACTORS 

WILL BE A PART OF THE OUTCOME, BUT THERE WILL BE ONE OR TWO MAJOR ISSUES 

THAT, IN MY OPINION, WILL DOMINATE. BEFORE I GET INTO THESE ISSUES, HOWEVER, 

LET ME SAY THAT ISSUES ALONE DO NOT WIN OR LOSE ELECTIONS, NOR DO THEY NECES-

SARILY SHAPE THE FATE OF A NATION. 

RESPONSIVE LEADERSHIP 

JUST AS IMPORTANT -- PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANT -- IS THE KIND OF 

LEADERSHIP OFFERED TO THE PEOPLE OF A REPRESENTATIVE REPUBLIC. IS IT RE-

SPONSIBLE AND RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE? OR DOES IT MERELY 

SEEK TO INFLAME THE PEOPLE'S FEELINGS AND PLAY ON THEIR WEAKNESSES AND 

DESIRES? DOES IT REALLY LEAD, OR DOES IT MERELY FOLLOW? 
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I AM NOT HERE TODAY TO BE CRITICAL OF THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP BEING 

OFFERED BY THE OPPOSITION PARTY -- IN CONTRAST TO THAT OFFERED BY PRESIDENT 

NIXON -- BUT I WOULD SUGGEST THAT TODAY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE GETTING 

MORE LEADERSHIP AND LESS DEMOGOGUERY FROM THEIR ELECTED PRESIDENT THAN THEY 

HAVE IN MANY YEARS. 

THIS IS THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP THAT HAS BEEN ABLE TO FACE UP TO THE 

TOUGH, HARD DECISIONS, THAT HAS BEEN ABLE TO STAND FAST OR TO ACT SWIFTLY 

AND DECISIVELY, AS THE NEED OF THE TIME REQUIRED. 

THIS IS THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP THAT HAS BEEN ABLE TO PUSH BILL 

AFTER BILL THROUGH AN OPPOSITION CONGRESS; THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP THAT HAS 

NOT WAITED FOR THE CONGRESS TO ACT, BUT HAS ACTED IN SUCH AREAS AS DRAFT 

REFORM, EXECUTIVE REORGANIZATION AND THE WHOLE SCOPE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

THIS IS THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP THAT HAS STOOD UNEQUIVOCALLY FOR THE RIGHT 

AGAINST THE INCITEMENTS OF STREET POLITICIANS, THE PRESSURES OF WOULD-BE 

NATIONAL LEADERS AND THE SOMETIMES UNREASONED COMMENTS OF SOME OF OUR LAR-

GER AND MORE INFLUENTIAL NEWS MEDIA. 
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THIS IS THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP THAT IN 1972 COULD WELL OVERSHADOW 

ANY INDIVIDUAL ISSUE OR SERIES OF ISSUES -- TO THE POINT WHERE IT, IN ITSELF, 

BECOMES THE MAJOR ISSUE. PERHAPS, INDEED ALMOST WITHOUT QUESTION, NOT ONLY 

THE RECORD, BUT ALSO THE LEADERSHIP, OF RICHARD NIXON WILL BE AN OVERRIDING 

ISSUE OF THIS UPCOMING CAMPAIGN. 

NIXON RECORD STRONG 

FOR MY PART, I HOPE SO. FOR BOTH -- THE NIXON RECORD AND THE NIXON 

LEADERSHIP -- ARE HIGHLY DEFENSIBLE. IN FACT, THEY WILL ALLOW THE REPUBLICAN 

PARTY IN 1972 TO GO ON THE OFFENSIVE. FOR NEARLY THREE YEARS NOW, THE PRES-

IDENT HAS DONE HIS JOB AND DONE IT MAGNIFICENTLY, IN THE FACE OF A WORLD IN 

TURMOIL, STRIDENT AND SOMETIMES IRRATIONAL OPPOSITION, AND A DEMOCRAT-DOMINA-

TED CONGRESS. 

IF WE PROPERLY TELL THAT STORY AND PROPERLY RELATE IT TO THE ISSUES 

THAT ARISE IN 1972, THEN I AM CONFIDENT WE WILL REELECT PRESIDENT NIXON. AND 

IF WE DO, I HAVE NO FEARS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE REPUBLIC, FOR THE PEOPLE WILL 

HAVE PLACED THAT FUTURE IN WORTHY HANDS. 
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AREAS OF PUBLIC CONCERN 

A CATALOG OF PUBLIC CONCERNS AS WE APPROACH 1972 WOULD HAVE TO 

INCLUDE AT LEAST THE FOLLOWING: 

RACE RELATIONS; 

CRIME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND NOW, PERHAPS, PENAL REFORM; 

REFORM IN GOVERNMENT; 

NATIONAL DEFENSE PREPAREDNESS; 

PRESERVING AND RESTORING THE ENVIRONMENT; 

CREDIBILITY IN GOVERNMENT; AND WHAT I CONSIDER TO BE THE TWO 

PARAMOUNT ISSUES ----

PEACE AND PROSPERITY. 
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LET ME BRIEFLY COVER THE FIRST SIX OF THESE ISSUES -- ISSUES I 

BELIEVE WILL PLAY PARTS IN THE ELECTION, BUT WILL NOT BE BY THEMSELVES 

DECISIVE. HOW DOES THE RECORD OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION SHAPE UP IN 

EACH OF THESE FIELDS? 

MINORITY PROGRESS 

FIRST, LET'S EXAMINE RACE RELATIONS AS THEY STAND TODAY -- AS OP-

POSED TO 1968, WHEN RICHARD NIXON WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT. WHILE WE STILL 
HEAR HOT RHETORIC, AND WHILE MUCH PROGRESS OBVIOUSLY REMAINS TO BE MADE, 

THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS DEMONSTRATED ITS EVEN-HANDEDNESS AND ITS DEDICA-

TION TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CLEARLY AND UNMISTAKABLY. MORE MINORITY AMER-

ICANS ARE WORKING AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE, AND 

MORE MINORITY AMERICANS HOLD HIGH RANKING APPOINTIVE POSTS IN GOVERNMENT 

TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE -- NOT JUST THE LOW-LEVEL CLERICAL POSTS AND POLITICAL 
TABLE SCRAPS THAT SOME PAST ADMINISTRATIONS LIMITED THEM TO. 

MORE AMERICAN CHILDREN ARE ATTENDING INTEGRATED SCHOOLS TODAY 

THAN EVER BEFORE, AND MORE OPPORTUNITIES IN INDUSTRY AND THE TRADES AND 
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PROFESS IONS ARE NOW OPEN TO MINORITY AMERICANS WHO WOULD HAVE FOUND THE 

DOORS CLOSED TO THEM JUST A FEW YEARS AGO. AND THE LATEST NATIONAL CEN-

SUS FIGURES SHOW THAT MINORITY AMERICANS HAVE MADE, AND CONTINUE TO MAKE, 

ENORMOUS STRIDES TOWARD SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EQUALITY. 

SMOKESCREEN OF RHETORIC 

NOW IT IS TRUE THAT THESE FACTS ARE SOMETIMES OBSCURED BY THE 

VERY REAL PROBLEMS THAT STILL EXIST -- AND BY THE NOT-SO-REAL SMOKESCREEN 

OF EXTREMIST CHARGES AND INFLAMATORY RHETORIC. BUT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

ARE NOT BLIND • BLACK AND WHITE, THEY KNOW THAT THIS COUNTRY HAS AFFORDED 

OPPORTUNITY ON AN UNPRECEDENTED SCALE, AND THAT OLD WALLS OF PRIVILEGE AND 

BIGOTRY ARE CRUMBLING. AND, JUST AS IMPORTANT, THEY KNOW THAT THE MAN WHO 

SITS IN THE WHITE HOUSE TODAY IS A JUST, COMPASSIONATE MAN WHO IS, AND HAS 

BEEN, DEEPLY COMMITTED TO HUMAN DIGNITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS --- AS A CONGRESS-

MAN, A SENATOR, AS VICE PRESIDENT AND AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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PRE SI DENT TRUSTED 

RICHARD NIXON HAS WON A MEASURE OF CONFIDENCE IN THE HEARTS OF 

MINORITY AND MAJORITY AMERICANS. HE IS TRUSTED, NOT BECAUSE OF EXTRAVA-

GANT PROMISES AND DEMAGOGUE LANGUAGE, BUT BECAUSE THE PEOPLE KNOW HE IS 

NOT A RACIST POLITICIAN OR AN OPPORTUNIST SEEKING TO EXPLOIT THE MINOR-

ITY VOTE WHILE GIVING NOTHING IN RETURN. 

IN SUM THEN, RACE RELATIONS, AS AN ISSUE, WILL NOT BE PIVOTAL 

IN 1972. THE ADMINISTRATION'S SOUND RECORD IN THIS FIELD HAS DE-ACTIVA-
TED THE ISSUE AS A POLITICAL PLOY AND IS A RECORD ALL AMERICANS CAN AP-

PLAUD. 

STRONG ANTI-CRIME RECORD 

THE SECOND CATEGORY I MENTIONED WAS CRIME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT. 

HERE, AS THE EVENTS OF EVEN THE PAST FEW DAYS ILLUSTRATE, IS A SOURCE 
OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN TO MANY AMERICANS. THE FORCES OF LAWLESSNESS POSE 

A CONSTANT THREAT TO THE RIGHTS OF INNOCENT CITIZENS. WHETHER THEY TAKE 

THE FORM OF ORGANIZED CRIME, UNORGANIZED BUT DEADLY STREET CRIME, OR REVO-

LUTIONARY VIOLENCE WITHIN PRISON WALLS, THE RESULT IS ALWAYS THE SAME. 
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WHEN LAWLESSNESS IS NOT CONTAINED, THE INNOCENT SUFFER, OFTEN PAYING WITH 
THEIR LIVES. THE SO-CALLED "LAW AND ORDER" ISSUE IS A REAL ONE. IT WAS 
IN 1968; IT WAS IN 1970; AND IT WILL BE IN 1972. BUT SENSATIONAL PRESS 

COVERAGE HAS OFTEN DISTORTED AND EXAGGERATED IT AND ITS POLITICAL IMPOR-
TANCE. THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS A STRONG RECORD IN THE LAW ENFORCE-
MENT FIELD. 

A MORE BALANCED COURT 
AS PRESIDENT, RICHARD NIXON HAS APPOINTED RESPONSIBLE, QUALIFIED 

JURISTS TO THE SUPREME COURT TO RESTORE A MEASURE OF BALANCE TO OUR JUDI-
CIAL PROCEEDINGS. HE HAS BACKED FEDERAL PROGRAMS THAT HAVE CHANNELED MIL-
LIONS OF DOLLARS INTO THE IMPORTANT FIELDS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND PRISON 
REFORM, AND HE HAS REPEATEDLY PROVEN, BY WORD AND DEED, THAT AS LONG AS 
HE IS PRESIDENT, AMERICA WILL BE GOVERNED BY REASON AND THE WILL OF THE 
MAJORITY -- NOT BY VIOLENCE AND MOB TACTICS. 

CRIME RATE SLOWS 
THE RESULT IS REFLECTED IN FACTS. A CRIME RATE THAT WAS SKY-

ROCKETING UNDER HIS PREDECESSORS, IS SLOWING DOWN UNDER PRESIDENT NIXON. 

~---
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THE RATE OF INCREASE IN CRIME NATIONWIDE HAS DECLINED SUBSTANTIALLY 
SINCE RICHARD NIXON TOOK OFFICE, AND IN WASHINGTON, D. C., WHERE THE 
FEDERAL PRESENCE IS STRONGEST, THE ACTUAL NUMBER OF OFFENSES HAS BEEN 
REDUCED. 

I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE CRIME ISSUE WILL BE DECISIVE IN 1972, 
BUT IT WILL PLAY A PART. AND RICHARD NIXON HAS THIS ISSUE IN HIS FAVOR, 
AS A RESULT OF ENLIGHTENED POLICY AND FIRM ENFORCEMENT. 

NIXON REFORMS GOVERNMENT 

THE THIRD CATEGORY I MENTIONED IS REFORM IN GOVERNMENT, AND HERE, 
THE PRESIDENT HAS DONE MORE TO OVERHAUL AND MODERNIZE THAN ANY OTHER AMER-
ICAN LEADER IN THE POST-WAR ERA. FOR SOME TIME NOW, THERE HAS BEEN A 

MOUNTING AWARENESS AMONG AVERAGE PEOPLE THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS 
GETTING OUT OF HAND; THAT IT IS BECOMING TOO BIG, AND TOO OBSOLETE, TO 
COPE WITH MODERN PROBLEMS; AND THAT ITS FAILURES ARE NOT ONLY INCREASING, 
BUT ALSO ARE BECOMING MORE AND MORE EXPENSIVE. 
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PEOPLE SENSED IT. RICHARD NIXON ACTED ON IT. TODAY, THE U. S. POSTAL 

SERVICE HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY OVERHAULED AND REORGANIZED. A WASTEFUL, IN-

EFFICIENT SYSTEM BASED ON POLITICAL CRONYISM HAS BEEN SWEPT OUT, AND A 

MODERN, SERVICE-ORIENTED POSTAL SYSTEM HAS BEEN CREATED. IN LARGER FIELDS, 

LIKE WELFARE REFORM AND REVENUE SHARING WITH THE STATES, PRESIDENT NIXON 

HAS SET FORTH BOLD NEW APPROACHES CAPABLE OF MEETING CONTEMPORARY PROB-

LEMS. WHILE CONGRESSIONAL RESISTANCE TO CHANGE AND THE NEED FOR SOME 

SHORT-TERM ECONOMIC BELT-TIGHTENING HAVE SLOWED THE REALIZATION OF THESE 

MEASURES, THE PRESIDENT HAS SHOWN THE WAY. AND THE PEOPLE, IN POLL AFTER 

POLL, HAVE REGISTERED THEIR SUPPORT FOR HIS PROPOSALS. 

FOR THIS REASON, I EXPECT GOVERNMENT REFORM TO BE A REAL, IF 

SECONDARY, ISSUE IN THE 1 72 ELECTIONS, AND ONE THAT WILL STRENGTHEN THE 

PRESIDENT'S HAND. FOR WHERE DEMOCRAT PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AND PARTY 

LEADERS HAVE PLAYED A NEGATIVE, SPOILER'S ROLE IN GOVERNMENT REFORM AND 

REORGANIZATION, THE PRESIDENT'S ROLE HAS BEEN POSITIVE, AND IN THE NA-

TIONAL INTEREST. 
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NEED FOR DEFENSE PREPAREDNESS 

THE FOURTH CATEGORY ON MY LIST IS NATIONAL DEFENSE PREPAREDNESS -

A FIELD THAT IS VITAL TO US ALL SINCE IT INVOLVES NOT JUST OUR COMFORT OR 

OUR TEMPORARY WELFARE, BUT SURVIVAL . ITSELF. NATIONAL DEFENSE IS A VITAL 

ISSUE IN THE STRONGEST SENSE; IT IS A LIFE AND DEATH ISSUE. AT THE MOMENT, 
~ HOWEVER, IT IS FASHIONABLE IN CERTAIN LIBERAL CIRC LES TO BELITTLE THE MIL-

ITARY. THE MUSKIES, BAYHS, KENNEDYS, AND MC GOVERNS COMPETE WITH EACH OTHER 

IN THEIR ATTACKS ON THE MILITARY AND THEIR EFFORTS TO CRIPPLE OUR DEFENSE 

PROGRAM. ONLY THE FIRM STAND OF PRESIDENT NIXON AND HIS REPEATED EFFORTS 

TO RALLY THE CONGRESS RESCUED THE ABM ANTI-MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM FROM 

EXTINCTION AT THE HANDS OF A GROUP THAT SEEMS TO BELIEVE THAT AMERICA NEEDS 

NO DEFENSE AS LONG AS THEIR HEARTS ARE PURE. 

ONLY STRONG ARE FREE 

RICHARD NIXON IS NOT ONE OF THAT BUNCH. HE KNOWS THAT ONLY A PRE-

PARED AMERICA CAN BE A SAFE AMERICA. HE KNOWS THAT IN A DANGEROUS WORLD, 

ONLY THE STRONG ARE FREE. AND HE IS COMMITTED TO KEEPING AMERICA STRONG 

AND FREE. AT THE SAME TIME, BY TRIMMING THE FAT FROM OUR DEFENSE SPENDING, 

HE HAS MANAGED TO DO SOMETHING THAT NO OTHER AMERICAN LEADER IN THIS GENER-
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AT I ON HAS. HE HAS SUCCESSFULLY MOVED US FROM A NATIONAL BUDGET WITH MOST 

OF ITS MONEY SPENT ON MILITARY AND DEFENSE-CONNECTED ITEMS TO A NATIONAL 

BUDGET WITH A MAJORITY OF THE DOLLARS GOING TO MEET THE HEALTH, EDUCATION 

AND OTHER HUMAN NEEDS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. YOU HEAR A LOT OF CHEAP 

TALK ABOUT REORDERING OUR NATIONAL PRIORITIES FROM THE MEN ON THE LEFT. 

BUT IT WAS RICHARD NIXON WHO SUCCESSFULLY DID IT -- AND DID IT IN A WAY 

THAT HAS NOT ENDANGERED OUR NATIONAL SECURITY. 

THAT IS WHY, WHEN PEOPLE THINK ABOUT MILITARY PREPAREDNESS AND 

ECONOMIC DEFENSE SPENDING IN NOVEMBER OF 1 72, IT WILL BE RICHARD NIXON, 

AND NOT HIS OPPONENTS, THEY WILL LOOK TO FOR LEADERSHIP. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 

THE FIFTH CATEGORY ON MY LIST IS PRESERVING AND RESTORING THE 

ENVIRONMENT. HERE AGAIN, THE STORY IS ONE OF ACHIEVEMENT AND CONCRETE 

PROGRESS. NO GENERATION IN THE HISTORY OF THE COUNTRY HAS BEEN MORE 

AWARE OF ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS THAN THIS ONE. NO ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN 

MORE ACTIVE IN PRESERVING AND RESTORING THE ECOLOGICAL BALANCE THAN THIS 

ONE. PURE AIR LEGISLATION HAS BEEN ENACTED. RIGHT NOW, THE CONGRESS IS 
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CONSIDERING COMPREHENSIVE WATER POLLUTION LEGISLATION AS A RESULT OF THE 

NIXON ADMINISTRATION'S CONCERN FOR OUR MARINE ENVIRONMENT. BY VIGOROUS 

ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ALREADY ON THE BOOKS, THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS 
ALREADY HIT POLLUTERS AND HIT THEM HARD. AND A FEW WEEKS AGO, THE FIRST 

LADY COMPLETED A FIVE-DAY, FIVE-STATE TOUR DURING WHICH 4,249 ACRES 

($11 MILLION WORTH) OF FEDERAL LANDS WERE TURNED OVER TO THE STATES AND 

OPENED UP TO THE PEOPLE FOR USE AS PARKS. HERE WAS A REAL EXAMPLE OF THE 

GREENING OF AMERICA. HERE WAS FURTHER EVIDENCE THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION 

CARES ABOUT THE NATURAL RICHES THAT WE HAVE INHERITED AS A NATION, BUT 

HAVE TOO OFTEN WASTED OR ABUSED IN THE PAST. 

THE ENVIRONMENT WILL BE AN ISSUE IN 1972, AND I BELIEVE IT WILL 

BE AN ADMINISTRATION ISSUE. 

NIXON BOLSTERS CREDIBILITY 

THE SIXTH ISSUE ON MY LIST IS CREDIBILITY IN GOVERNMENT. CREDI-

Bl LITY BUILDS TRUST. IT MAKES CANDID DISCUSSION AND NEGOTIATION POSSIBLE. 

IT STRENGTHENS PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING AND PUBLIC SUPPORT. WHEN CREDIBILITY 

IS LOW, SO IS PUBLIC MORALE. WHEN PEOPLE DO NOT TRUST THEIR GOVERNMENT, 

THEY LOSE SOME OF THEIR SELF-CONFIDENCE AND SOME OF THEIR PRIDE IN THEIR 

COUNTRY. THE NATIONAL MORALE SUFFERS. 
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DURING THE PRECEDING TWO ADMINISTRATIONS, CREDIBILITY TOOK A 

TRAGIC, SUSTAINED NOSEDIVE. IN THE DECLINING MONTHS OF THE JOHNSON AD-

MINISTRATION, IT HIT BOTTOM. PART OF THIS DISTRUST AND LACK OF CONFI-

DENCE WAS SEWN BY DISSIDENTS WITHIN THE DEMOCRAT PARTY ITSELF -- MEN 

WHO RODE ON LYNDON JOHNSON'S COATTAILS IN 1964, BUT WHO TURNED ON HIM 

WHEN HIS POPULARITY BEGAN TO WANE. SOME OF THESE SAME MEN ARE CASTING 

HUNGRY EYES ON THE WHITE HOUSE TODAY, AND ARE TRYING TO BURY THEIR 

PASTS -- TRYING TO MAKE THE PUBLIC FORGET THAT THEY, THE MC GOVERNS AND 

KENNEDYS, THE MUSKIES AND THE BAYHS, VOTED FOR THE GULF OF TONKIN RESO-

LUTION, SUPPORTED THE NO-WIN, NO-END WAR POLICY OF THE PAST ADMINISTRA-

TION, AND THEN ABANDONED SHIP WHEN IT BECAME POLITICALLY EXPEDIENT TO 

DO SO. 

DEMO CREDIBILITY GAP 

THERE, I SUBMIT, IS WHERE THE CREDI Bl UTY GAP LIES TODAY --

DOWN THE CENTER OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MOST OF THE MEN ASPIRING TO 

THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION TODAY. 

IN CONTRAST, PRESIDENT NIXON HAS RESTORED CREDIBILITY TO THE 
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WHITE HOUSE. EVERY PLEDGE HE HAS MADE ABOUT THE WAR HAS BEEN SCRUPULOUSLY 

KEPT. HE SAID HE HAD ~ PLAN TO END AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT, AND HE DID. 

WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT, HE TRUSTED THE PEOPLE --- HE WENT TO THEM, EXPLAIN-

ING THE CONCEPT OF VIETNAMIZATION. THEY HAVE REWARDED THAT TRUST WITH 

THEIR SUPPORT, IN SPITE OF ALL THE POLITICKING FROM THE LEFT AND ALL OF 

THE MOB PRESSURE OF THE DEMONSTRATORS. 

RICHARD NIXON HAS BROUGHT RESPECT BACK TO THE PRESIDENCY, AND 

TRUST AND INTEGRITY. HE HAS CLEANED OUT THE AUGEAN STABLES. THE CRED-

IBILITY ISSUE WILL BE HIS IN 1972. 

RAISING QUALITY OF LIFE 

THAT COVERS THE FIRST SIX ISSUES I MENTIONED. EACH OF THEM IS 

IMPORTANT, NOT JUST TO THE ELECTION, BUT TO THE NATIONAL WELL-BEING. EACH 

IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA, OF IMPROVING THE QUALITY 

OF LIFE FOR THIS GENERATION AND THE NEXT. 

BUT, IN THE PUBLIC MIND, AND IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST, EACH OF 

THESE TAKES A BACK SEAT TO THE TWO BURNING ISSUES OF TODAY: PEACE AND 

PROSPERITY. IT IS THESE TWO GOALS -- THE GOALS THAT, SINGLY OR TOGETHER, 

HAVE ELUDED MOST PAST GENERATIONS -- THAT AMERICANS ARE SEEKING TODAY. 

: 
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FIRST FULL GENERATION OF PEACE 

THINK BACK. EXCEPT FOR A FEW OF US WHOSE MEMORIES GO BACK BEFORE 

WORLD WAR I AND THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A TIME THAT 

ANY OF US CAN REMEMBER WHEN AMERICA HAS ENJOYED A FULL GENERATION OF PEACE 

AND PROSPERITY. THERE HAVE BEEN TIMES WHEN WE HAVE HAD PEACE; THERE HAVE 

BEEN TIMES WHEN WE HAVE HAD PROSPERITY; THERE HAVE BEEN A FEW, SHORT, 

HAPPY PERIODS WHEN WE HAVE HAD BOTH. BUT NO GROUP OF AMERICANS IN THE 

20TH CENTURY HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH A FULL GENERATION OF BOTH. 

RICHARD NIXON SEEKS NO LESS THAN THIS FOR HIS COUNTRY. HE HAS 

BROUGHT HOME THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS THAT PAST DEMOCRAT LEADERSHIP SENT 

TO FIGHT AND DIE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. HE HAS OPENED UP NEW DIPLOMATIC 

AVENUES FOR WORLD UNDERSTANDING, MOST RECENTLY WITH HIS HISTORIC CHINA 

INITIATIVE. THE HOT WAR RICHARD NIXON INHERITED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA WILL 

SOON BE OVER FOR AMERICANS. ALREADY, OUR CASUALTIES HAVE BEEN REDUCED 

BY AS MUCH AS NEARLY 90 PERCENT, AND MONTH AFTER MONTH, MORE AND MORE 

OF OUR MEN ARE COMING HOME. ALREADY, THE STATIC COLD WAR MONOLITH OF 

THE COMMUNIST WORLD HAS BEGUN TO FRAGMENT, TO WEAKEN, AS AN AMERICAN 
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PRESIDENT TAKES OUR MESSAGE OF PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH AND MUTUAL TRUST 

TO THE PEOPLES OF COUNTRIES LIKE RUMANIA AND CHINA. 

PROSPERITY WITH PEACE 

AND AT HOME, THE PRESIDENT HAS ACTED BOLDLY AND WISELY TO ENSURE 

THAT WE WILL HAVE A PROSPERITY TO MATCH THE PEACE IN THE GENERATION AHEAD. 

IN HIS MESSAGE OF AUGUST 15, AND AGAIN IN HIS ADDRESS TO THE JOINT 

SESSION OF THE CONGRESS, RICHARD NIXON HAS SPELLED OUT A COURSE THAT CAN 

PRESERVE AMERICA'S STRENGTH AS THE NUMBER ONE ECONOMIC POWER IN THE WORLD, 

AND CREATE A CLIMATE OF SECURITY AND ABUNDANCE FOR AVERAGE WORKING AMERI-

CANS. 

EVERY POLL THAT HAS BEEN TAKEN SINCE RICHARD NIXON'S FIRST MES-

SAGE ON AUGUST 15, SHOWS THAT THE PEOPLE ARE SOLIDLY BEHIND THEIR PRESI-

DENT -- THAT THEY UNDERSTAND AND SUPPORT THE HARD, BUT NECESSARY, DECI-

SIONS HE HAS HAD TO MAKE. THE MILLIONS OF AMERICAN WORKERS, PROFESSIONAL 

PEOPLE AND LARGE AND SMALL BUSINESSMEN, ARE UNITED IN THIS. ONLY THE 

VOICES OF WOULD-BE CANDIDATES AND OLD-LINE, LABOR POWER BROKERS HAVE STRUCK 

A FEW DISCORDANT NOTES. 
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PUBLIC VOICE BACKS PRESIDENT 

THE MAJOR TEST THAT LIES AHEAD IS WHETHER THE CONGRESS, IN CON-

SIDERING THE PRESIDENT'S PROGRAM, WILL LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, 

OR TO A FEW DISSIDENT, BUT POWERFUL MEN, WHO WOULD BLOCK THE WAY FOR REA-

SONS OF THEIR OWN. 

BELIEVE THAT THE CONGRESS, IN ITS WISDOM, WILL SUPPORT THE 

PRESIDENT. I AM SURE THAT THE PEOPLE WILL. AND THAT MEANS THAT WHEN 

THE PUBLIC VOTES IN NOVEMBER OF 1972, THE CANDIDATE WHO STANDS FOR PEACE 

AND PROSPERITY IN THEIR MAJORITY VIEW WILL NOT BE ONE OF THE POLITICAL 

DOUBTERS OR DELAYERS WHO SEEK TO DE-RAIL OR OBSTRUCT THE NEW PROSPERITY. 

HE WILL BE THE MAN WHO CREATED THE NEW PROSPERITY; THE MAN WHO PUT THE 

STOPPER ON INFLATION AND GOT THE ECONOMY GOING AND GROWING ALONG HEALTHY 

LINES; THE MAN WHO TODAY LEADS US TOWARD A GENERATION OF PEACE. 

AND THAT MAN IS RICHARD NIXON. 
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