
BUT FOR ALL KANSANS. IT IS A SPECIAL PLEASURE FOR ME TO PA PATE 

' IN THE DEDICATION OF THIS NEW RESIDENTIAL-DAY SCHOOL FOR MENTALLY ~A~ ~ 

OICAPPEO CHILDREN---- THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN KANSAS. .fl..~ ........... 
THE STORY OF LAKEMARY ANO THIS COMMUNITY IS AN EXCITING STORY ~~ 

OF IMAGINATIVE AND ENLIGHTENED LEADERSHIP. THANKS TO THE EFFORTS OF • 

ITS PEOPLE, PAOLA IS NOW KNOWN AS THE "CAN DO TOWN". 

BUT THIS IS PRIMARILY A STORY OF THE RESPONSIBILITY WHICH THE 

STATE OF KANSAS AND ITS CITIZENS HAVE ASSUMED IN MEETING THE PROBLEMS 

OF MENTALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. HERE WE WITNESS WHAT CAN HAPPEN 

THROUGH COMMUNITY SELF-HELP, ENLIGHTENED GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION, 

AND THE IMAGINATIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. 
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A PERSONAL CONCERN 

AS YOU KNOW, I HAVE A PERSONAL CONCERN FOR WHAT IS TAKING 

PLACE HERE TODAY -- AS ONE OF AMERICA'S 42 MILLION HANDICAPPED. 

IN MY FIRST MAJOR SPEECH ON THE SENATE FLOOR, LAST APRIL 14, 

I PROPOSED PRESIDENT NIXON APPOINT A TASK FORCE FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

TO STUDY THE PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF THE NATION'S MENTALLY AND PHYS-

ICALLY HANDICAPPED. 

LAST OCTOBER, THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED THE FORMATION OF SUCH 

A TASK FORCE ON THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED. THIS WAS A STEP IN 

THE RIGHT DIRECTION IN MEETING ONE OF AMERICA'S GREATEST UNMET RE-

SPONSIBILITIES AND UNTAPPED RESOURCES. I AM HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT 

IN DECEMBER MY WIFE PHYLLIS AND MRS. HARVEY FRIED OF PRAIRIE VILLAGE 

WERE APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT NIXON TO A TASK FORCE ON THE MENTALLY 

HANDICAPPED. THEY WILL BE SUBMITTING THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS SOON 

IN REGARD TO THE ENTIRE SCOPE OF MENTAL RETARDATION. 
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PAOLA - KANSAS - NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
AS WITNESS TO WHAT YOU HAVE ACCOMPLISHED HERE, I AM PROUD 

OF THE LEADERSHIP YOU HAVE TAKEN IN MEETING THE PROBLEMS OF HANDI-
CAPPED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

WHEN CONSIDERING WHAT THIS MEANS TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE 
AREA -- LAKEMARY CENTER AND THE OTHER TWO FACILITIES COMPRISING 
THE MEDICAL CENTER COMPLEX HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR PAOLA TO AT-
TRACT A WIDE RANGE OF MEDICAL AND RELATED SPECIALISTS, MANY OF WHOM 
WOULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE COME INTO THIS COMMUNITY AND STATE. 

WITHIN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, YOU HAVE BUILT AND PUT INTO OPERA-
TION AN EXPANDED MEDICAL - EDUCATIONAL - SERVICE COMPLEX, COVERING 
SIXTY ACRES; PROVIDING ENLARGED HOSPITAL FACILITIES, AN EXTENDED 
CARE NURSING HOME, AND THIS SCHOOL FOR MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN. 
IN SHORT, YOUR ACTION HAS EXTENDED A CRITICAL NEED FAR BEYOND YOUR 
COMMUNITY AND STATE. 
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THAN KS TO WHAT THE PEOPLE OF PAOLA HAVE DEVOTED THEMSELVES 
TO IN THE CREATION OF THIS CENTER, A GENERALLY RECOGNIZED NATIONAL 
COMMITMENT TO IMPROVING THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR HANDI-
CAPPED CHILDREN HAS BEEN GREATLY ENHANCED. WHAT YOU HAVE ACCOM-
PLISHED HERE IS PROOF THAT BOTH THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS OF 
THIS NATION HAVE AWAKENED TO THE TREMENDOUS LONG-RUN IMPORTANCE OF 
STARTING EARLY IN AN EFFORT TO INSURE MEANINGFUL LIVES FOR THE 
YOUNGEST MEMBERS OF THIS UNTAPPED NATIONAL RESOURCE. 

THREE CONCEPTS 

MY REMARKS THIS MORNING HAVE BEEN BASED UPON THREE CONCEPTS 
WHICH HAVE INSPIRED MY PAST ACTIONS AND ARE AT THE HEART OF THE 

STORY BEHIND LAKEMARY AND THE PEOPLE OF THIS COMMUNITY: 
FIRST , THAT EVERY CHILD SHOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO GROW, 

DEVELOP, AND CONTRIBUTE TO HIS OR HER FULLEST CAPABILITY; 
SECOND , THAT WE WHO REPRESENT AMERICA'S PROFESSIONAL GOVERN-

MENTAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS SHARE ONE BASIC GOAL: TO PROVIDE 
THE BEST POSSIBLE SERVICES FOR THE HANDICAPPED CHILD AND HIS FAMILY 
AT THE TIME AND PLACE NEEDED; AND 
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THIRD , THAT HELPING HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IS NOT SOLELY A 
GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY; NEITHER IS IT A PURELY PRIVATE OR 
VOLUNTARY VENTURE. IT SHOULD AND MUST BE A COOPERATIVE, COORDIN-
ATED PARTNERSHIP -- AMONG THE HANDICAPPED, THEIR FAMILIES, PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE, AND GOVERNMENT AT ALL ~~:_~ 

FINALLY, I WISH TO CONG~ATF._.i!.STER PATRICE AND THE 
URSULINE SISTERS, AND MIKE SCHWARTZ FJ~HIS MAGNIFICENT ACCOM-
PLISHMENT. TO INITIATE THIS PROJECT, THE URSULINE ACADEMY PROVIDED 
$50,000 IN CASH AND 34 ACRES OF LAND VALUED AT $50,000 AS THE INI-
TIAL ASSETS FOR LAKEMARY. IT WAS MIKE SCHWARTZ'S IDEA TO UTILIZE 
MUNICIPAL INDUSTRIAL BONDS TO FINANCE A NON-PROFIT FACILITY. UNDER 
MIKE'S LEADERSHIP, THESE 25-YEAR BONDS WERE SUCCESSFULLY MARKETED. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 5 of 8



3 ::< 'j - /I -a 3 I - ~1 - 5 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 6 of 8



-6-

WITH AN HEW GRANT OF $545,000 ASSURED, CONSTURCTION WAS LAUNCHED 
IN 1967 TO GIVE US WHAT SE SEE BEFORE US TODAY . 

I BELIEVE MIKE SPOKE FOR ALL OF US WHEN HE SAID: 11 0UR 

PHILOSOPHY IS THAT IF WE HELP OUR PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY TO BE 
SUCCESSFUL FINANCIALLY, SOME OF IT WILL RUB OFF ON US. WHAT WE 
HAVE ACCOMPLISHED IS THE RESULT OF THE INTEREST AND LABOR OF HUN-
DREDS OF PEOPLE OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. PAOLA MAY NOT BE BIG 
IN SIZE, BUT ITS HEART IS BIG AND ITS PEOPLE ARE WILLING TO DO 

WHAT IS NEEDED FOR PROGRESS. WE THINK THAT IS THE REAL STRENGTH 
OF THE COUNTRY. II 
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