
RE~1ARKS OF SENATO BOS i..OLE 

NATIONAL ASSOC I- TION OF HEARING 
AND SPEECH AGENCIES 
BEL AIR EAST HOTEL 
ST. L0UIS, ~ISSOURI 

FEBRUA Y 21, 1970 

WE ARE HERE T DAY BEC USE OF OUR CONCEq' Ff)R !\!JD 

I:'IVOLVE ·1Etff HITH ONE OF THE LARGEST INORITY ELEMEr 1TS IN 

AMERICAN SOCIETY. 

IT IS A HilO~ITY GOl)UP l~HOSE EXISTE JCE AFFECTS 

EVERY PERSON I~ OUR SOCIETY AND THE VERY FIBER OF OU tlATION. 

IT IS A GROUP 1·1HICH :lO ONE JOI'lS BY CHOICE -- A 

GROUP !·IHOSE REQUIRErviENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP l\RE NOT B.l\SED ON J\GE, 

SEX, WCALTH, EDUCATION, SKIN COLOR, RELIGIOUS PELIEFS, POLI-

TICAL PARTY, PO~ER, OR PRESTIGE. 

AS A rnORITY' IT 11.1\S AL:IAYS K JOHN EXCLUSIOr~ 

PERHAPS ~OT EXCLUSION FRO~ THE FRONT OF THE BUS, PUT FRO~ 

EVE1~ CLI'~BING !\BOARD IT; PERHAPS ·~or EXCLUSIOt' FROM PURSUI':G 
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AN ADVANCED EDUCATION, BUT FROM EXPERIENCING .A.NY FOR~tAL EDUCA-

TION; PERHAPS NOT EXCLUSION FROM DAY-TO-DAY LIFE, BUT FROM AN 

ADEQUATE OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP AND COHTRIBUTE TO ONE'S FULLEST 

CAPACITY. 

IT IS A MINORITY, YET A GROUP TO WHICH AT LEAST ONE 

OUT OF EVERY FIVE AMERICANS BELONGS. THIS MI~ORITY IS THE 42 

1ILLION CITIZENS OF OUR NATION YHO ARE PHYSICALLY, MENTALLY, OR 

EMOTIONALLY HANDICAPPED. 

WHO ARE THE HANDICAPPED? 
1mo ARE THE HANDICAPPED? 

THEY .l\RE PERSONS -- '1EN' WOMEN, AND CHILDRPl -- tmo 
CANNOT ACHIEVE FULL PHYSICAL, MENTAL, AND SOCIAL POTENTIAL BECAUSE 

OF DISABILITIES. 

ALTHOUGH S01E LIVE IN INSTITUTIONS, MANY MORE LIVE IN 

THE COMMUNITY. SOME ARE SO SEVERELY DISABLED AS TO BE HOMEBOUND, 
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0R EVEN BED-BOUND. BUT OTHERS ARE CAPABLE ANO DESIROUS OF TAKING 

PART IN COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES WHEN THEY HAVE THE ACCESS NW FACILI-

TIES TO DO SO. 

THEY INCLUDE THOSE WITH PHYSICAL, ~E~TAL, ~ND MULTIPLE 

DEFICIEtJCIES, BOTH CONGENITAL AND ADVENTITIOUS. 

WllILE MOST A~1ERICANS '.:>AILY CONVERSE, VIEW THE 1·/QRLD A'W 

OTllER~JISE EXPERIENCE LIFE AROU1·1D THEM, THEDE ARE "1EMBERS OF THIS 

rHNORITY WHO LIVE EACH DAY Irl DARK, MUTE SILENCE. 

WHILE MOST AMERICANS E~JOY FULL-~USCLED VIC0n AN~ 

COORDINATION, THERE ARE ~1EMBERS '.:>F THIS 'iPJORITY '·nlO APE PA'1QB-

ILIZEO OR SEVERELY QESTRICTED IN THEIR AGILITY OR DEXTERITY. 

IN CONTRAST TO '10ST AMEPICANS THERE ARE ME"1BERS OF TH IS 

MINORITY WHOSE ABILITIES TO LEARN AND APPLY WHAT THEY LEARN ARE 

HirlDERED AtlD WHO HAVE LIMITED CAPAC IT I ES TO COPE WITH THEI~ FAMILIES, 

JOBS, AtlD PERSONAL AFFAIRS. 
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NOT JUST THE HA'WICAP 

FOP OUR NATI'Jrl 'S 42 !HLLIO:J PERSONS iHTH Hft.MDICAPS 

At!D THEIR FA:~ILIIES, YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORRO J TAKE 0 J DIMEN-

SIONS L1Ji(i~Qt~ i l TO THE LIVES OF l~nsT A'1ERICA: JS, r1EI~ DAILY Cll.l\L-

LENGE IS TO ADJUST TO AND HORK WITH THEIR OISA.BILITIES, SO THEY 

~AY BECOME AS ACTIVE AND USEFUL, AS INDEPE~DENT ~~D SECURED AS 

POSSIBLE AND ACHIEVE THE FULLEST 1EASUPE OF INDIVIDUAL DIGJITY. 

TOO MANY PEPSO~S WITH HANDICAPS LEAD LIVES OF LONELI~ESS 
J)ESPfllR 

AND BI SPARE. TOO 1·1ANY FEEL -- AND RE -- CUT OFF FR ~ THE SOCIETY 

AROUND THEM BY PHYSICAL, E 1QTIONAL AND ATTITUDnAL B/\RRIERS EPECTED 

GOTH BY THEMSt.LVES AND BY OTHERS. TOO ~ANY CANNOT FILL E.1PTY HOURS 

rn A SATISFYL~G, CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER. THE LEISURE ~GST OF US CRAVC 

CAN AND HAS bECOME A CURSE TO MANY OF OUR NATIO~ ' S HANDICAPPED. 
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0FTEN WHEN A HANDICAPPED PEQSON IS ABLE TO WORK FULL 

OR PART TI 1E, THERE ARE FE'/ JOBS OP PJADEQUATE TRAINI~G PPOGPAMS 

IN HIS LOCALE. AL THOUGH PROGRESS IS BEING MADE, MANY EMPLOYERS 

ARE HESITANT TO HIRE A HANDICAPPED PERSON, IGNORING STATISTICS 

THAT SHOW HE IS OFTEN A BETTER A ID MORE DEPE~Dl\BLE '~ORKER THAN 

THOSE WITH FULL ABILITIES. BILITIES 9F A PERS0~ ~FTEN AQE OVER-

LOOKED BEC~USE OF DISABILITIES WHICH MAY BEAR LITTLE OQ NO TQUE 

RELATION TO THE JOB AT HAND. 

OTHER PROBLE\1S EXIST PJ SECURING THE AVAILABILITY AND 

ACCESS OF HEAL TH CARE PEQSON'ffL Am FACILITIES Jl.T THE TI iE P.~D 

PLACE THE INDIVIDUALS 'HTH HANDICAPS NEED THEM. IN KANSl\S ~1ANY 

HANDICAPPED PERSONS TRAVEL 300 ~ILES 0R MORE TO RECEIVE THE Bl\SIC 

HEALTH SERVICES THEY REQUIRE. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

EDUCATION PRESENTS DIFFICULTIES FOR MANY PARENTS OF 

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. ALTHOUGH ~ CHILD MAY BE EDUCABLE, THERE 

MAY BE FEl~, IF ANY, OPPORTUNITIES rn THE COMMUNITY FOR HIM TO 

RECEIVE AN EDUCATION. PRIVATE TUTORING, IF AVAILABLE , IS OFTEN 

TOO EXPENSIVE. SADLY, TO DATE, THE COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL 

CHILDREN ESTIMATES LESS THAN ONE-THIRD OF THE 4ATION ' S CHILDRE~ 

REQUIRING SPECIAL EDUCATION ARE RECEIVING IT. 

ONE PARTICULARLY ACUTE PROBLEM HAS ARISEN FR0M THE 

RUBELLA EPI DEMIC OF 1964 AND 1965. A 11 BULGE 11 OF HEARING-I 1PAIRED 

CHILDREN IS JUST NOW BEGINNING TO PASS THROUGH THE NATION ' S EDU-

CATIONAL SYSTEMS. AS THESE CHILDREN IN A l -T0-2-YEAR AGE BRACKET 

GRm~ OLDER, THEIR PARTICULAR NEEDS AND DIFFICULTIES WILL BE FELT 

AT PROGRESSIVE LEVELS OF EDUCATION BUT FOR ONL y ONE OR nm YEARS 
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AT EACH LEVEL. CURREt'T RESOURCES OF TEACH EDS A'~D FACILITIES 

SUITED TO THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS QF RUBELLA CHILDPEN 

ARE INADEQUATE TO PROVIDE FOR THESE CHILDREN AS THEY PASS FRO~ 

GRADE TO GRADE. 

THE PLIGHT OF THE 15, TO 20 ,000 HEARiilG-DEFECTIVE 

CHILDREN Pl THE RUBELLA Bl'LGE ILLUSTRATES THE GE'lERAI DIFFICULTY 

\~E H/\VE IN PROVIDING MEANif\JGFUL EDUCATION FOR QllP SIX ILLION 

HANDICAPPED AMERICAN CHILDRE~. 

NATIONAL cnM~IT'1ENT 

I AM PROUD TO SAY THERE IS A GENERALLY REC0GNIZED 

NATIO~lAL COM'1ITMENT TO H1P OVING THE EDUCl\TIOiJAL OPPOP.TUNITIES 

FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. BOTH THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS 

HAVE AWAKEtlED TO THE TRE~1ENDOUS LONG RUN I PO~TA'JCE OF STARTP:G 

E.l\RL Y IN OUR EFFORTS TO INSURE MEANINGFUL LIVES FOR THE YOUNr,EsT 

t-1P1BERS OF THE HA'.JDIC.APPED MIWli:'ITY. 
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WHAT \JE HAVE NOW IS A COt1MITMENT OF UNDP~STANDING AND 

PERSONAL EFFORT. WHAT IS NEEDED IS A COMMITMENT OF RESnU~CES. 

'·JE m CONGRESS BEAR A PRP1E RESPONSIBILITY FOR FULFILLrnG 

THIS COMtnTMENT, BUT OUR SUCCESS P~ THIS PJDEAVOR PEQU!f'ES SUPPOPT 

JIJJD ASSISTANCE F~OM BEY1Ym THF Cft.P ITOL. 

ONE VALUABLE SOURCE OF oiqEcTIOr' ~ND ASSISTANCE ILL BE 

THE T 11) P~ESI')E'JTIAL TASK FO~CES oq THE P'W<;ICALLY A.ND t1P1Tt\LLY 

HANDICAPPED . I HAVE A SPECI~L BELIEF I~ THE VALUE OF THESE T4SK 

FORCES, SI~~CE I SUGrESTED Ii~ '1Y "1AIDE'l SP~ATE SPEECr LAST Yr/H) 

THAT A PRESIDE'lTil\L co~~1 11ssrni1 OR SP,~ILP.R B00Y BJ: l\PPOPITED TO 

REV I EH THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF H1\NDI CAPPED ENDEAVOR. THE GROUP 

ON THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED HAS \LREADY MET, AND WE APE ~~AITING 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 8 of 10



-9-

ITS REPORT. THE MEl!T,~LL Y HA~WI C.A.PPED TASY FORCE IS CURRE lTL Y 

MEETirlG , Arm THEIR REPORT tHLL SE ISSJED SHORTLY AFTER COMPLETING 

THEIR STUDIES. 

OUTS I E GOVERNMENT, THE ~ A:w SPECIALIZED Arm h Ir.HLY 

DEDICATED PRIVATE ORGArlIZATIONS -- OF Wf-!ICH NAllS/l. IS A PRI'1E 

EXAMPLE -- CAil PROVIDE I. VA.UJl\BLE HELP rn MAKING KNO:JN THE BEST 

IDEAS AND MOST P~ESSir'~ '1EEDS IN THEIR FIELJS OF PAOTICL LAR ncus. 
YOU CAN DO TH Is DI NUi1Fl'l0US ~J.l'.YS : THROUGH YOUR ~~n.rJY FrnE PUB LI C/l.-

TIONS, PPPEARANCES BEFORE CO~GPESSI0NAL COM11ITTEES AND PE~snNl\L 

COiHl\CTS 'HTH COilGRESS; :E:~ Ar!D SE''ATORS. 

THE LOC.A.L ORIEMTATIQN ()F YOUR OW~A:;IZAT!Q(' AN THE 

SPECI/\LIZED DIOECTION YOUR EFFORTS HAVE TAKE I OVER THE YEARS 

GIVE YOU AN UNDEP,STANDI~JG AND EXPERTISE THl\T CAfl BE IiJVALU.l\BLE 

TO OUR NATIONAL PROGRESS. THIS LESSON ft,PPLIES TO ALL ORGA:lIZ -

TIONS AND ASSOCIATIONS IN EVERY FIELJ OF HANDICAPPED I~TEPFST. 
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I~DIVIDUAL CONGRESSMEN AND SE~ATORS n~o T~E NATION 

MEED YOUR HELP. MOREQVER, A 'U:JORITY OF 42 'HLLIOli AMPH CANS 

NEED ALL OF us WORKrnG rnGETHER. 
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