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boys to play theirs, it contributes 
to our national welfare •••• " 

Further a review of the highlights of 
Scouting reminds us of the type of activities 
your org nization gives to the youth of 
Amerio • I h ve he rd Scoutin c lled the 
most exciting game th t has ever been de-
vised for boys •. But I am certain you will 
agree with me th t it is something more than 
a game. couting is a program in which you 
learn how to do things for yourselves, and 
for other people. It is a program th t 
develops your physical fitness, your skills, 
your self-reliance, your courage, and 
furnishes you with high ideals of service to 
your country. 

The future of our American way of life 
depends upon how adequately you -- our youth 
-- are prepared to shoulder the responsibil-
ities of the political, the business, and the 
social factors that constitute our national 
pattern of living. This preparation for 
your capacity as future citizens rests not 
only with you boys, but also with the dul t~>'" 
of this Nation. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 3 of 7



JUN 131964 

- 3 -

Every merican oy Scout kno s the story 
of the Americ n newspaper publi her, lo t in a 
London fo , who wa uided to hi de tin tion 
by courteou lad who refu d a tip for his 
services. hen the merican, • • oyce of 
Chica o, voic d hi urpri , the boy aid he 

as a oy cout · nd Scout could not accept 
tip for ood turns. oyc intrigued and 
let the boy t ke him to the ne rby Scout 
Off ic , here Baden-Powell completely con-
vinced his vi itor of the v lu of the pro-
gram. 

n hi r turn to the nited tates, oyce 
consult d ith fri nds and set th wheels in 
motion, re ultin in th official incor-
poration of the oy cout of America on 
February 8, 1910. 

coutin pre d rapidly throughout the 
United ·t t and within two ye rs ther ere 

cout troop in ev ry State with total of 
almost a hundr d thousand memb rs. Today we 
look back on the record of more th n thirty 
million boys and countless adult leaders in 
practically every community in America who 
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have written the story of the Boy couts of 
America. But that story has by no means come 
to an end. 

Today marks another beginnin of ome-
thin worthy of your efforts. You re to be 
congratulated on the spirit which has in-
spired the e tablishment of this cabin. 

It is wonderful thing to be a boy at 
this p rticular time in the history of our 
Nation. he opportunities are endless. It 
is also a wonderful thing to be boy in 
Kansas. Here the marvels of n ture can be 
explored endlessly. The rolling pra1r1es, 
which are literally covered with exciting 
legends of early adventures, the magnificent 
sunsets of this area, the comr deship one 
find in the out-of-doors -- all are at your 
disposal. 

It has been s id th t the bility to 
stand nd walk erect is the most distinguish-
ing ch ractaristic of man. Some of the best 
books of tr vel have been written by those 
who were afoot. One gets only passing views 
and superficial knowledge from automobiles. 
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plane , and tr ins. There is the fir t-hand 
way to acquire a love of n tur -- n intimate 
acquaint nee with bird , flowers, rocks, and 
tr es -- th t i afoot in th out-of-doors. 
Th tr il th t lead outward from your c bin 
to the exploration of n· ture re your to 
enjoy. 

r t de l of merica h be n lost to 
view. It i often behind billboard, behind 

fence, over a hill, down crooked ro d. 
The delightful aspects of exploring, as the 
Scout well know , are joys that are missed by 
too many mericans. 

it as Theodore Roosevelt ho aid: 

"It 
~ 

plea ur 
hap ine 
know, ev 
how to r 
book of 

i an inc lculable added 
to any on 's sum of 

if he or she ro s to 
n sli htly or imperfectly, 
ad and enjoy the wonder-

n ture." 
Youth h been called "The , ation's 

Riche t e ource.' You are .. fortunate to h ve 
the influence of ihe Scouting program. I sk 
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that you apply it to all th t you face in this 
world. ith the background of Scouting you 
can turn lif 's uncertainties into a tonic; 
you c n turn ugly aspect• into ch llenges; 
potential dan ers can invite wisdom. Today's 

1 world demands leaders who are physically, 
mentally, and morally fit. 

A · in I con ratulate you on your 
achievem nts -- what you have don for this 
locality and what you h~ve done for your-
selves. I wish you well in your future en-
deavors. And I ask that you remember: 

'The tr il th~t Scouts, in their . 
seeking, blaze 

Through the toughest t n. le, the 
deepe t maze, 

Till out of boyhood the cout 
comes strd.ight 

To manhood' splendid and high 
est te ! '' 
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