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"IT TAKES IEDICATED MEN...MEN DEDICATED TO CHRIST"
CONGRESSMAN BOB DOLE
MOUNT OLIVET METHODIST CHURCH
Arlington, Va., April 19, 1964

(Preliminary Remarks)
(Bvery Christian must, to some extent, be a minister. It is the duty of
each of us to try to spread the Cospel to those who have not heard its
devine message, and to encourage our fellow-Christians in their effort to
live good Christian lives., Mot ordained ministers only, but all vho profess
the veligion of Christ, have this privilegeeand this duty. It was, as is
well known to meubers of this gathering, upon the emthusiastic following-
out of this principle that John and Charles Wesley hed their sharpest

disagreement with the authorities of the Church of England.

I believe, therefore, that the layman, whatever his occupation or professionm,
mst seek opportunities to serve Christ and his fellow-man, and thus act,
hunbly but as effectively as possible, as & Christian wminister, and 1t was
on this premise I accepted the kind invitation of Reverend Suith.)

The Christian going forth into the world of men -- into business, or
politics, or social relationships -~ must go &s a Christian. The nature of his
Christianity is the source of his strength, as well as the guide of his wisdou
and worality. Dedication to Christ, is the distinguishing mark of the Methodist,
and the core of the Christian character.

It is o common saying that “business and religion don't mix." It is a
saying often on the lips of those who should know better. Sometimes it is
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associated with Matthew XXII, 21: "Remder therefore umto Caesar the things which
are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's" Those eager to justify
their sharp dealings before their own consciences and their fellow men attempt
to convince themselves, and others, that business and relfftion belong in
separate compartmenmts of life, and have no proper relationship. But business and
religion do have a relationship, and a relatiomship that we forget or igmors

at our peril.

Business, as an activity of man, is subject to the moral laws that
constitute the divect application of religion to human life. The Sundaywonly
relggdon, the religion of preaching and praying, but not of doing, it a
sentimental and hypocritical affair not worth the atteution of a man. Religion,
if 1t is o be anything at all, must be a dynamo of action, not just of som,
but of the whole action of our lives. You camnot stand up and fack yourself,
let alome your God, if you try to keep a sort of under-the counter segment of
your business not subject to the clear scrutiny of a Christian conscience.

mmuwumuﬁmmd
Caesar to God, is, frankly and fully, subordination. This is not said of
religion in a sectarian sense, as though & man should conduct a store attractive
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only to Baptists, or put noue but Presbyterien Elders on his boarddof directors,
but of religion in its broadest and strongest and wost positive sense. A man
should teing to the conduct of his religion, as of the rest of his life, the
light of the Holy Spirit to be his gulde, and the fire of the Holy Spirit to

be his moving foree. His work is a way of meking a living for himself and

his family, of course, that is understood and necessary - but, so far as it

is humanly possible, he should subordinate that motive to service to God and his
fellow man. Without ostemtation, and without pride, he should work with a
congciousness of what good it can accomplish for cthers.. We all know what it is
like to have a fally doctor who has a warm fondness for our family, and cold
fury divected against the disease that is attacking us; we know what 1% is like
to deal with a storekeeper who 1s interested in what we want and need, and will
go out of his way to help us get it; or the plusber who hurries to get the
drains flowing again, or the electrician to restore current, or the garagemen
to put the car in running order. There 1s a varm and joyful feeling, above and
beyond our relief in having the needed service dome, in knowing that the person

vho did it was motivated by a gemuine human sympathy and "fellow" feljing.
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I purpose we all try, to put thet spirit of relition, humen and devine, into
our business or profession. It cannot be dome just by thinking and telking,
by any consideration of doctrine and logic, but it may be done by cur calling
upon God to werm our hearbswwith the fire of His charity.

It is a calumy invemted by the weak and wicked thet idemtifies virtue
with languor and wveakness. Virtue is the struggle and the victory ~~ vice is
surrender and defeat. Virtue is strength, the strength of God himself joined
to owr human strength -~ and vice is fecbleness and wavering.

Religion is the binding force of 1ife, and of all being. The attraction
of one being for ancther, which at ite lowest is the magnetism binding electron
to mucleus, and at its highes the spiritual cohesive force that makes but one
God out of three persoms, is the strength of relgfion. This is the binding force
of love, or charity, the power of God opersting through His universe, celebrated by I

Daxte in the concluding line of the Paradiso:

gther stars.” The direction that this foree takes, whether in inanimate objects,
the living plant like the rose, or in human society, is always the divection of

building order out of chaos, co-operation out of amarchy, peace and partnership
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out of conflict. It takes strength to put up & stome upon a stone so that

it will stay, more than to shove it down, It takes courage and determined
effort to live by law and in honor, more than by self-will and alackness.

To diseipline yourself, and %o be a force for diseipline and good behaviour in
our commmity, is a task calling for all the manhood and Christian fortitude
that 1s in us. The term “Herolc virtue" is no exaggeration. The purase describes
the guality each one if us is called upon to exercise, and can obtain by the
mercy of God. Not only in martyrdem, but in the whole of Christian life, is this
heroic virtue to be exercised.

Many speak of the spparation of church and state. It is indeed a vital
prineiple of our American way of life, to be cherished and defended. But this
separation chould not by amy means signify the separation fo my soul, as by
a legislator, from Christ, or the separation of wy conduet, public and private,
from essential Christian principles. The corve of Christianity, the heart of the
Gospel, is a lesson of strict justice and equal love to every man, woman and
child on earth. It does no harm to, and casts no slight upen, the people of any

other creed. It looks with equal concern upon those of all colors and races.
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No Jew, pagan, Buddhist or Moslem, need feel himself injured by the association
of America with this Chvistisnity. Historically, Americs has been linked
essentially with Christianity, and the Christian faith is woven forever imto
the heart and soul of the Nation.

Each discoverer carried, with the flag of the country for which he sailed,
o vigible symbol of the Christian relgfion, a cross or a Bible, and celebrated his X
lending with sultable religious ceremonies of prayer and comsecreation. lLeif
Ericson and Columbus, and the many voyegers for meny nations that followed thep,
however widely they may have differed in politicel allegience and in the formal
details of their faith, were at one in adherence to the faith of Christ as they
understood it. The colonists, came to this land in the name of Christ, for the
preservation of the faith as they believed it should be held, and for the
spreading of the Gospel among the native Indians., The Catholics in Florida and
Maryland and Canada, the Pilgrims and Puritans in lNew England, Dutch Reformed in
New York, Quakers in Pemsylvenia, Lutherans in Delaware, Episcopalians in Virginia
and the Carolines <~ each group had its many devoted Christians, lay or
ecclesiastical, working for the rule of Christ on earth and the spread of His

faith. The early history of the colonies is marked by events such as religious
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services held in the woods and the wildermess, and commmities getting together
for the building of churches.

When the Weslays came to America, they found many souls ready for
thoir message of salvation, end the later history of Methodist eircuiteriding
through the length and breadth of the continental United States is an inspiring
story, that must be knowm for a2 full understanding of the character and history
of Amsrica.

As the injustices and oppressions suffeved by the colomists at the hands
of the mother country grew intolerabls, and patriots drew together to do
mmmmlmﬁmwmuMMM,wm
varieties of religious expressfon, s unifying and dynomic force. The world paid
tribute to the greatness of George Weshington in his lifetime, as today, less due
%o his military skill, political wisdom, and indomiteble eneggy, than to the
splendor of his character as & Christian hero, living wp to the highes ideals of
Justice and wercy, and gifted with transcendent faith. No less Christian, in

thelr differédggways, were Thomas Jefferson, with his privste and individusl

devotion to the person of Christ, and John Admus, with his inflexible adherence
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to the code of his Puritan ancestors. Benjaumin Franklin, worldly philosopher
and scientist, and Joha Caxroll, prelate of the Roman Chareh, found common

ground iu service to God and countzy. The I

exprensed the belief and feeling of the peopls, ald it was eminently right

and fitting that it should polnt to God-given rights ac the Justification for
our action, and call upon God's Providence for our suppert and protection in the
carrying on of the war.

Tt 18 told of the Revolutionary heyo, Ethan Allem, that, when his Greon
Mountain Boys had surrounded Fort Ticonderoga, he demanded its surrendsr "In
the nams of the Great Jehovah and the Comtisenmial Congress." Some historians
doubt that this ringing plrase was the actual one used, but its early popularity
as a watclword of American fyeedom proves that it expressed the essential counsction
in the popdliar wind and heert, of patriotisa with the Curistian religion.
Wuwmmtnmmmu@mmwmmm
Gliver Cromwell, "Trust in God and keep you powder dry." The bearts of our
soldiers still beat with the same religious and pataiotic fervor as was showm,

in World War II, by the immediate and wide popularity of the slogan, "Praise the
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Loxd and pass the ammmitiont”

Through the years, the religious fagth of owr fighting forces has been served
by heroic and devoted chaplains, of all varietiss of the Christian faith and
worship, and also of the Jewish relgfion, upon whose tradition all our
Christianity is bullt. Typical of the highest idells of this noble chaplain
service, of the combination of patriotic courage and Godwgiven charity, is the
story of the four chaplains of the U.S.S. Dorchester: These men, a Catholic
priest, two Protestant ministers, and a Jewish rebbi, gave their life-jackets
to men who had none, and stood together as the ship went dowm, 21l four praying
together to the one God of us all,

The strength of the veligious element in our patriotisa is showm also by
the fact that the American people ¢an be drewm into war only by motives that
glean with the most disinterestdd virtue. Certainly there bave been times when
wiprineipled men have profited by our going to way; but the motive held out before
the people, the cause that brought the comtributions in mem and money, has always
been unselfish, Christisn service Lo mankind, end the rescue of people unjustly

oppressed and athacked, Since the establishment of our present natiomal
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boundaries, we have set a record of intermotional unselfishness hardly to be
matehed in the history of the wordd. We relinguished liberated Cuba, as we did
the conquered Philippines. We have fought two world wars and the engagement
in Korea, and ave fighting now, purely in defense of ourselves and our allies,
and to combat flagramt injustice. We have consistently refused territorial
and finaneial gains which might have been curs by right of conquest.

Actions such as the adoption of "In God we Trust" as our offieial matiomal
motto, and the insertion of the phrase "under God" in the Pledge of Allsgiance
to the Flag, merely spell out $hat has been the charagteristic and consistent
attitude of the great mass of the American pecple, throughout our history. Owr
Christian heritege has been our greatest treasure, and the effort to form our
lives, individually end netionally, according to Christian principles of
morelity, has been our contiming endeevor. We have been richly blessed in
having, as our netional heroes, men wvhose noble coursge was ddsplayed in deeds
of selfless Chwistian virtus, mereiful in victory, stalwart in defest -

Washington, Lincoln, lee.

The American Ravolution was the grest force that started binding together
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into one Nation the seperete eleusuts that composed our varied colonies. As
we fought together against the common enery, we cams to realize that, despite our ddf
different national origins, we wereline in love of coumtry, and that despite our
different forms of worship and details of doctrine, we were onedin love of God.
The history of our Nation sinee the Revolution has been the history of a econstant
developaent of our understanding of the fact that the liberty of each individual
vests on the foundatlon of the liberty he allows to his nedghbor. Christianity
and democracy alike ave found to be based upon Christ's "Golden Rula": "AS YE
WOULD THAT MEN SHOULP PO TO YU, DO YE ALSO TO THEM LIKENISE.” It is from God
that we derive owr rights to life, liberty, and the pursult of happiness; it is
God who has oxdained that we should be equal in our possession of these rights;
and it is under the fatherhcod of God that we can conaidar ourselfes brothers.
Thns our democracy protects the religion of each of us, and our Christian
religion foyms the essential basis of the democracy of all.

We are constantly awere here, in the cemter of our national govermment, that

separation of church and state, vitally important though it is, must never become

8o complete that we debar Chrdstian principles from consideretion in govermmental
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ection. Rother, we must constantly act on Christian and demoeratic prineiples to
insure thatmmo Clurch suffers from governmental action, that no particular
belief or form of worship is favored over others, and that no group or individual
is permitted to infringe upon the right of others to live aceording to the
dictates of their consciences.

Christisnity meens g faith, end Christianity means a Worship, but the
legislator, of all people, mist not forget thet Christianity means movel law.
From wy point of view es o Christian, it is the perfection of that moral law that, i
in move or less complete form, is basic to all the world's great religioms. It
can be detailed in the Ten Compandments, or compressed into the Golden Rule, o

given full and forceful expression in the two commandwents cited by Christ in the

jospel: "Thou shalt love the Loxd thy Cod with all thy

heart, and with all they soul, and with all thy mind..." end "THOU SHAIT LOVE
THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF."
This moral law, that I heve spoken of as basic to the world's great

religions, must also be hasiec to our govermmental legislation.
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A?n“mm%mtmm&ua,%mhm
everywhere, spries, domes and crosses that mark the entire area, an avea of
churches, a reminder that every aect, public or private, is laid open to the
all-seeing eye of God, and had better be fit to stand His inspection. Iooking
down the Mall, we see the Washington Mommment, like & white finger pointing to
the sky, and reflect how fitting that George Washington should be commemorated
by a structure standing like a proclamation in stmne of his owm maxim: “IT IS THE
DUTY OF ALL NATTIONS TO ACKNONLEIGE THE PROVIIENCE (F AIMIGHTY GOD, TO OBEY HIS
WILL, TO EE GRATEFUL FOR HIS BENEFITS, AND HUMBLY TO IMPLORE HIS PROTECTION AND
FAVOR.," I am also reminded, that George Washington phrased with precision the
fact I emphasize here: "WHILE JUST GOVERNMENI PROPECTS ALL IN THEIR RELIGIOUS
KIGHDS, TRUE RELIGION AFFORDS TO GOVERRMENT ITS SUREST SUPPCRT."

The maturity of ocur Christian tolerance and cur American belief in freedom
is M by our readiness to Champion, not merely admit, the right of others to
differ., I accept the essemtial rightness, as political philosophy and also a
guide to practical sction, the statement of Justice lLouis D. Brandeis: “AMERICA

HAS EELIEVED THAT IN DIVFERENITATION, NOP IN UNIPORMITY, LIES THE PATH (F PROGRESS
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desth your wight to say it." My friends my freedom depends upon yours and yours

won uins.

This American Christian feith is o living, fighting, growing faith; a faith to

live by or die for. It is the dynamo that can propel our free emterprise capitalisa

forwexrd in mighty triumphs of warfare and peaceful production. It is this same spiw!

spirdt that sends forth doctors, teachers, missionaries, for the healing, the

education, and the salvation of the world. It is the Spirit of God working in and

through us, and if we, individually and mationally, order our ldves in that

vhen we uay indeed procliiam in all confidence, individually and for our Coumtry,
“In God We Trusé"! In this spirit, we can pledge allegiance to our country as

truly "under God." Mut to achieve e Nation "undex0@d4", it tokes dedicated men...
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