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Congressman Bob Dole (R-Kansas) in remarks delivered to Republicans 

from the 1st and 4th Congressional Districts predicted that Foreign Aid 

programs would be cut even further unless waste and inefficiency is elimi-

nated. Congressman Robert Taft, Jr. of Ohio was the principal speaker at 

the Congressional Fund P.aising Dinner honoring Congressman Dole of the 

First District and Congr.:>ssman Garner Shriver of the Fourth District. 
Dole's brief statement was as follows: 

"Let me say at the outset that some of our foreign assistance pro-

grams have been effective. The Marshall Plan was a key fact~r in re-

b.Jilding Western Europe and our "'?ood for Peace" programs have been and 

will continue to be effective if ~roperly managed and not extended beyond 

al:L proportions. .i\t the same time, 'tle must recognize there is vast waste, 

ine t~i~ iency, and mismanagement in our Foreign Aid programs. Recognizing 

this, Congress recently cut $585-million from the Foreign Aid Authorization 

Bill, which cut, in my opinion, was long overdue and not deep enough wh~n 

considering the troubl e the American d~llar is in. 

"Our free--wheelinc:; Foreign Aid program has been one of the principal 

causes of inflation. In all inflation the principal loss i 2 borne by the 

man of small moans. He loses at every turn and usually has little chance 

to reap any speculative gains. He loses in his real wages, his savings, 

his soci<J.l 32':.'1.:t r;_ty cl.1ec1'., o.nd, if inflation continues long enough, his 

chance for a p:coducti v2 job. Even his 1 iberty goes as he becomes a nuP.1ber 

in a government made work project. 
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"R , l' ' k epuo icans wer2 quic to recognize politi.cs when President Kennedy 

call0e the H~usc action 'short-sighted, irresponsible and dangerous. 1 His • 

b03st of supporting the Foreign Aid requests of his predecessor from 1953 

t o 1960 vzere quickly disproved, for the record shows that in six of those 

eight years the _then Senator Kennedy voted to cut or had been absent--cam-

paigning for the Pres i dency--when Foreign Aid was being considered. 

"Let's not forget that 66 Democrats voted with 156 Republicans 

which should be proof the opposition was bi-partisan. 

"The final, total cost of our Poreign Aid programs will far exceed 

the $loo-billion dollars which ~as already been spent for military and 

economic assistance in nearly 100 countries since the end of World War II. 

"The United States borrowed much of this money. Interest charges 

on $100-billion amount to nearly $4-billion a year--and, with one budget 

deficit being piled upon another , it looks as though the funds we borrowed 

to finance foreign aid \•Jill remain a permanent part of our staggering 

$309-billion national debt. Thus, in time, the real cost of foreign assis-

tance programs will be not just ~.: 100-billion but perhaps two or three 

hundred billion--even if we were to terminate all aid tomorrow. 

"For a moment, let's suppose this money had not been spent abroad--

that instead it had been put into a special fund. What could be done with 

$100-billion? 

"For one thing, it would pay off about one-third of the national 
debt. Or, with that $100-billion in the treasury, the government could 
suspend all federal taxes for more than a year and still operate in the 
bl~ck. There would be no income taxes, no federal gasoline tax, no excise 
levies of any kind. 

"One hundred billion dollars would buy new $15,000 homes for nearly 
7 million American families. 

"With $lOO·-billi2n, Uncle Sam could open a $1, 500 savings account 
for :~~-ch of the Nation's 70-million jobhold:rs. 

"One hundred billion dollars would pay off the entire mortgage 
debt of American farmers und there would be enough left over to buy a 
$ 2, 500 tractor for ·2ach of the Na ti on' s 3. 5 mill ion commercial farmers. 

"With $100-billion, the government could pay the salaries of its 
2.4 mi:llion civilian workers for the next seven years. 

"One hundred billion dollars would provide free food for every 
family in America for nearly two years. 

"With $100-billion, we could build tens of thousands of new schools, 
hospital cent2rs and churches. One hundred billion dollars would wipe 
out everv slum area in the Nation. _,_ 

"Just the interest on $100-billion would provide $1,000 scholarships 
for 5,000,000 college students each year. Or this interest would make 
possible a $1,000 increase in retirement benefits for 5,000,000 senior 
citizens.'' 
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