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lladio baa beOO'm auch an indiapen .. ble parl ot our llTe• 

that it would be bard \o 't'imaU...• living wltbou' it. lone ot 

ua an tar traa a raclio dial. Wloa ean be found alao•' •TerT-

wbere. the aTer ... JMrloan hcm9 baa \vo or mere •'• and then 

an at. luat 40 111lllon oud 9fl111ppt4 v1\h radio• on oar hiab-

wa7a and a\reeta. Badloa oa al90 'be tound 1n 30 peroent. ot ~ 

trwaka, 70 pere.d ot the boa\a, an4 80 per•n\ ot the bu.dDe•• 

tirlU in '1:le naU.oa. the wr•\W\7 ancl eonwdenee ot the uw 

tranai.tOJ" pol'Mblae Uaa' an ..U enoqb \<>ti\ into a poeke\ mk• 

radio e'ftll aore aeoeaaibla to our 1noreadn1l7 •bile popula\lon. 

Wio 118'en!nc 1• a na'ional habit that. exeeeda \he bound• 

ot •x, ap, and reponal looat.ion. People ue apenUnc .re and 

more \1- ll•t.eninc to ti.tr tawrl\e ncl1o *'lane. Bad1o l• 

\urwd in 42 ainuted •'tV7 mrninc, 4l ldm'91 •'ff!7 afte!'DOOll, 

and 33 11!.m\ee dur1nc '1le ....m.nc in \h• nvap Amrioan ham, 

aooordin& to mrTe7a. 

!he• deftlos-n\1 baTe taken plaoe 1n • relat.l'Ml7 abort 

apaoe of \1-. In 'be •ix'1""'•1x 19ar1 a1noe \M t1r1t. alpal.a 

wre •nt by Mareold., radio baa nTolut.lonizeci ou.r va7 ot lite. 

Bacl1o tlr8' prowd lt.1 etteaU~•• 1n ll8l'1M oc w m1oa\lona. 

Ship \o ahlp and ahip to more oon'8a\ pro'Yed 'o be a TV7 

etteot.1•• aid 1n •rim di•ater• and later aa a uT1p'1oaal aid. 

It. wa1 dwinc thia period that \be '91"11 "nclio" vaa born. 

At t1r1t, •• nt oat.ion vitb the• eleo\rania tdpal a vaa known 
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•a "wirelaee," but about 1912 the U. s. levy adopted the term 

•rediotalecraphy.• The word, "radio", waa coined from this 

tera "1id1 baa been the univer..Uy accepted term. in A•rican, 

al\houeh \he Br1ti•h a\111 call it "w1raleae." 

Atteapta at aUdio \ranad.sslon were aade .in the early 1900'•· 

For exaaple, Caru•o waa tNt on the air in 1910 and t.ranaat.lant.1c 

Toice teat• were conducted by the nevy 1n 1915. Regular broad ... 

caaH.nc began after World War I. lxperimnte with ne\work operation 

uaina telephone llnea wen •tarted 1n 1922. O\her hia\orie eventa 

in radio history 1nal'Uda the broadca1t or President Coolidge' a 

••"P to Qongreaa by six •t.atione late 1n 1923 and the opening 

ot the tirat reaular net work ot 24 atationa b1 the Bational Bro -

ca etinc Coapeny the toUowina year. Radio a~ the continent 

tor the first U- in 19Z7 and round the world connections were 

ocapleted in 1930. 

foda7, with b help ot telephone lines, coaxial cable, 

lliorowaw, and other relay tac1litiaa, the .... prograa oan be 

tranaaitted 11.mltaneoualy by 1111ny 1tationa. Thua Ustenttra in 

many .. otions of the country and the vorld are now able to 8hare 

historic evanta and exd.t1ng entertainment originating f'roa a •!nile 

1ource. 

Radio was beset with growing pa1na in it• tormatiT• period. 

Und1ao1pllned uee of the air wevea threatened to make the nalit 

•dima a hodgepodge ot aotmd. It beOUI obvious tha• radio eould 

not becal8 a great Jllldiua ot cOllllWlicat1on u.nleaa adequate ohannel• 
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or fnc11ano7 •pu'8t1on1 were•••· The enaot.n' ot tu •c.Uo 

Ao\ ot 1927 broa&h\ order ou\ ot iapending abao1 and eat.abli•d 

the Aaulun qa\aa ot broadoa8'q •• lt la known \oda7. th.e 

"--."IMoaAIUOU '-' ot 1934, wbloh •8'ablllhH \he .... ral 0 I 1nt-

oa\loraa Camladon, •2'end• l'ecleral replaUcm. ot \be 1Dclub7 

1n order \o 1n..n \he pre•l"ft\lon ot \he pUlio Jn\enn and 

l.al4 \he P'°"*'1'0Z'k tw nlaUc• be'""n \be low.wn' •ml 

Uai• pri'Vde 1n4u\z7. 
lin• 'M\ U.., \be broadoa8"inc 1Dd11ftr7 ba1 .... \r ... 

•Dfiou• 8'rid••· 'lbe:r• an nov aon \ban 4,JOO J'IMU.o 8'aUana 

awo1a \he o<Nn'17 *1.eb mpl.07 '-• ot thoumd• ot •n a4 

vamn •• •••r•, annomlGer•, vri\era, ..i.-n, am \eelrntdalY. 

TM mmber ot 9'd1ca in '-rlean inona_. b7 a,ooo 1n Urie laat 

d•oai• alone. lor ba• U.. peat been r•ebed, tor ncU.o •on 
a1pa ot eca\lmlM P"Ov\h 1n \be 79ara to ocw. ..,..... baa 

AM bztoM•.tlnc ro• 9.8 penent be\wen 19'8 a4 19'9 and an 

expeeW \o ..- -.ml pin• \hia ,.llJ'. Ill bro9doaeUnc, tlbieb. 

DOV 1nelwiea 80m 700 da\lcml in \be Uni\ed 8tate1, ia \he 

ta9\e1t P'owlna •e\or ot 'he radio brotldoa.un, 1ndU1\17. It• 

111114• prop h'I hll• proved pu-\1ftlarl7 .S.ubl.9 tor • •leo\ 

bl&\ ~' audlen• vblok 11 .... up prlmaril;y ot adv.l\a 1n 

\119 wprial and protead.aaal oooupattoml '""'9• 1111• 

reapoulb1- tor prOTS.clinc •• vl\h the 1ood. .. 10 w bear 1n many 

re8'avant1, oore1, an4 ott1ee baildina•· 
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Radio broadcallting in tbi• country 1• now 1n it• forty-

tirat year. Its con\ributions to Allllrican lite have been 

al.moat as varied •• they haw been notable. Its supremao,-

aa a carrier ot ne\la 11 still unchallqed. d1o Jd.orophones 

oan go everywhere 1lflll aan go to ,., the newa and to acme plaae s 

where Mn baa not y.t been able to go. \lben an illportant event 

ocour1, radio oan be• the 1tory 1-diatel7 to millions ot 

Auricans wherever they are, often troa radio bffJMtr phone1 or 

mobile units on the 1une. Moreover, radio 1taye ot the job 

to keep u• poated. 

Thia power ot radio to tJ'anait newa ln•tantly to an 

entir• nation em the re1t ot the world as well ha• wrouatit. 

deep-rooted ohangea 1n our way ot ll.f'e. People no lonaer need 

to atay ignorant ot na\ional and international oond1t1ona. 

We can hear the eound ot new• as it is Mde. Consider, tor 

exaple, the veat d1tterenc4t 1n the impact aade by the 11. 8. 

declaration r4 var 1n 1917 with \he tind.lar ~nt in 

December, 1941. lewa ot Aaerica' e entranoe into World War I 

did not reach aOlll in rural •ctiona of the country tor •veral 

weeka, but, 1n 1941, radio mad• it possible tor termer• 1n \he 

naoat raote region• ot t.he wat to hear th• Cllloun .... nt ot war 

ae soon as the ColliJ'easaen in the beck ot the ohamber. 

io's role in t.he poll\ioal Ute ot thi• nation 1• an 

equally vital one. leepin& our citizens intorll94 ao that they 
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RAD IO· U.S.A. 

Radio has become such an indispensable part of our lives 

that it would be hard to visualize living without it. None of 

us are far from a radio dial. Radios can be found al.most every-

where. The average American home has two or more sets and there 

are at least 40 million carj equipped with radios on our high-

ways and streetso Radios can also be found in 30 percent of the 

trucks, 70 percent of the boats, and 80 percent of the business 

firms in the nation. The versatility and convenience of the new 

transistor portables that are small enough to fit into a pocket make 

radio even more accessible to our increasingly mobile population. 

Radio listening is a national habit that exceeds the bounds 

of sex, age, and regional location. People are spending more and 

more time listening to their favorite radio stations. Radio is 

tuned in 42 minuteS every morning, 41 minutes every afternoon, 

and 33 minutes during the evening in the average American home, 

according to surveys. 

These developments have taken place in a relatively short 

space of time. In the sixty-six years since the first signals 

were sent by Marconi, radio has revolutionized our way of life. 

Radio first proved its effectiveness in marine communications. 

Ship to ship and ship to shore contact proved to be a very 

effective aid in marine disasters and later as a navigational aid. 

It was during this period that the term "radio" was born. 

At first, communication with these electronic signals was known 
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as "wireless," but about 1912 the U. S. Navy adopted the term 

ttradiotelegraphy.• The word, 11radio", was coined from this 

term which has been the universally accepted term in American, 

although the British still call it "wireless." 

Attempts at audio transmission were made in the early 1900's. 

For example, Caruso was put on the air in 1910 and transatlantic 

voice tests were conducted by the navy in 1915. Regular broad-

casting began after World War I. Experiments with network operations 

using telephone lines were started in 1922. Other historic events 

in radio history include the broadcast of President Coolidge's 

message to Congress by six stations late in 1923 and the opening 

of the first regular net work of 24 stations by the National Broad-

casting Company the following yearo Radio spanned the continent 

for the first time in 1927 and round the world connections were 

completed in 1930. 

Today, with the help of telephone lines, coaxial cable, 

microwave, and other relay facilities, the same program can be 

transmitted simultaneously by many stations. Thus listeners in 

many sections of the country and the world are now able to share 

historic events ande:xciting entertainment originating from a single 

sotirce. 

Radio was beset with growing pains in its formative period. 

Undisciplined use of the air waves threatened to make the new 

medium a hodgepodge of sound. It became obvious that radio could 

not become a great medium of communication unless adequate channels 
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or frequency separations were made. The enactment of the Radio 

Act of 1927 brought order out of impending chaos and established 

the American system of broadcasting as it is known today. The 

Communications Act of 1934, which established the Federal Communi-

cations Commission, extended Federal regulation of the industry 

in order to insure the preservation of the public interest and 

laid the groundwork for relations between the Government and 

this private industry. 

Since that time, the broadcasting industry has made tre-

mendous strides. There are now more than 4,300 radio stations 

across the country which employ tens of thousands of men and 

women as managers, announcers, writers, salesmen, and technicians. 

The number of stations in American increased by 2,000 in the last 

decade alone. Nor has the peak been reached, for radio shows 

signs of continued growth in the years to come. Revenues from 

AM broadcasting rose 9.8 percent between 1958 and 1959 and are 

expected to make equal gains this year. FM broadcasting, which 

now includes some 7lXJ stations in the United States, is the 

fastest growing sector of the radio broadcasting industryo Its 

unique programming has proved particularly suitable for a select 

but important audience which is made up primarily of adults in 

the managerial and professional occupational groupso FM is 

responsible for providing us with the good music we hear in many 

restaurants, stores, and office buildingso 
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Radio broadcasting in this country is now in its forty-

first yearo Its contributions to American life have been 

almost as varied as they have been notable. Its supremac7 

as a carrier of news is still unchallenged. Radio microphones 

can go everywhere man can go to get the news and to some places 

where man has not yet been able to go. ~en an important event 

occurs, radio can beam the story immediately to millions of 

Americans wherever they are, often from radio beeper phones or 

mobile units on the scene. Moreover, radio stays of the job 

to keep us posted. 

This power of radio to transmit news instantly to an 

entire nation and the rest of the world as well has wrought 

deep-rooted changes in our way of life. People no longer need 

to stay ignorant of national and international conditions. 

e can hear the sound of news as it is made. Consider, for 

example, the vast difference in the impact made by the U. So 

declaration of war in 1917 with the similar announcement in 

December, 1941. News of America's entrance into World War I 

did not reach some in rural sections of the country for several 

weeks, but, in 1941, radio made it possible for farmers in the 

most remote regions of the west to hear the announcement of war 

as soon as the Congressmen in the back of the chamber. 

Radio's role in the political life of this nation is an 

equally vital one. Keeping our citizens informed so that they 

I ' 
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can make intelligent decisions is basic to our democratic form 

of government. Regularly scheduled newscasts and the many 

other public affairs programs on radio have contributed a 

great deal to this goal. The hurried pace of modern life makes 

it difficult to attend public discussions of the issues in 

person; nor can all of us find the time to read extensively. 

Radio brings not only a summary of what is said on vital 

issues of the day, but often lets us hear the discussions, speeches, 

and interviews themselves right in our own homes. 

Another important service performed by radio is its support 

of worthwhile causes. Radio stations have been most generous 

in their contributions of time and talents. In 1960, radio stations 

across the nation answered the call to service in many national 

appeals including the Red Cross Fund Drive, the Crusade for 

Freedom, Help Launch Hope, Aid to Higher Education, and Religion 

in .American Life. It has been estimated that the average radio 

station made from 8,000 to 16,000 announcements on behalf of local 

and national causes last year. The time donated was worth as much 

as $500,000. Such activities have made local broadcasters key 

figures in public service activities in their connnunities. 

Above all, the radio is an invaluable aid in times of 

emergency by broadcasting advance warnings, informative bulletins, 

and pleas for help. Station operators have performed heriocally 

in the face of grave danger when they were the last link with the 

outside. The unique service radio can provide in such times was 
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recognized when plans for our national defense included Conelrad. 

Conelrad is the 11plan for Control of Electromagnetic Radiation" 

by which radio can bring immediate information to the civilian 

population in the event of an enemy bombing attack. Much of the 

credit for this special system is due to the laudatory voluntary 

cooperation of the broadcasting industry and its generous con-

tributions of time, manpower, and electronic equipment. 

Radiois future looks bright as we enter the space age. Radio 

has already penetrated space ahead of men. Signals have been 

received from man-made satellites thousands of miles above the 

earth. 1'Je are learning more about distant stars with radio astronomy. 

There is no doubt that radio communications will have a very impor-

tant role in our expl oration of space. 

Radio has served us well over the years and has become one 

of the greatest mediums of communication in modern times. I, there-

fore, take great pleasure in saluting the radio broadcasting stations 

of .America during National Radio Month. 
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