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1988 DOLE CAMPAIGN & FEC REACH SETTLEMENT 

Senator Bob Dole's 1988 presidential campaign and the 
Federal Election Commission have reached a Conciliation Agreement 
ending all remaining legal disputes, Dole's office announced. 
The agreement comes five years and four months after Senator Dole 
officially withdrew from the 1988 race. 

Under the agreement, the 1988 campaign committee has agreed 
to refund $104,000 in contributions -- many as small as $1.00 --
that the FEC contends were either excessive or prohibited. Those 
contributions represent about one half of one percent of the 
approximately $17.8 million raised by the campaign from more than 
100,000 contributors. Despite strongly disputing many of the 
FEC's claims, the campaign committee has also agreed to pay a 
penalty of $100,000 in an effort to bring the matter to a close. 

Much of the penalty stems from exceeding, in Iowa and New 
Hampshire, spending limits imposed on candidates who accept 
federal Presidential Election Campaign Funds. 

"It's ironic that the FEC has already changed many of the 
rules on which they based this penalty against the campaign 
committee, " Senator Dole said. "We've learned a lot about 
dealing with federal agencies, and this bureaucratic process is 
the best example yet of why we don't need public financing of 
congressional campaigns. If it takes five and a half years and 
untold taxpayer dollars to audit one presidential primary 
campaign, just imagine how big a bureaucracy you'd need to audit 
435 House campaigns and 33 Senate campaigns every two years --
the FEC would be bigger than the Pentagon, and the only winners 
would be the government lawyers. At any rate, it's long past 
time to bring this matter to a close." 

The FEC continues to audit the campaigns of other major 1988 
presidential candidates. 
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