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FROM: SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER 
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REPUBLICAN PRIORITIES 
FOR THE 103rd CONGRESS 

"CHANGING AMERICA FOR THE Bt.L-rER•: 
THE ECONOMY, REFORMING BUREAUCRACY, LINE-ITEM VETO, FAMILY LEAVE, 

HEALTH CARE, CIVIL JUSTICE REFORM, CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM, 
FIGHTING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, CONGRESSIONAL & CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM; 

S.6 -- S.10 

IT WILL BE MY PRIVILEGE TO SERVE AS REPUB~ICAN LEADER IN THE 103RD 
CONGRESS. I THANK THE VOTERS OF KANSAS FOR AGAIN PLACING THEIR TRUST IN 
ME THIS PAST NOVEMBER, AND I THANK MY REPUBLICAN COLLEAGUES FOR ALLOWING 
ME TO CONTINUE TO SERVE AS THEIR LEADER. 

I ALSO WANT TO CONGRATULATE THE DISTINGUISHED MAJORITY LEADER, AS HE 
BEGINS HIS FIFTH YEAR IN THAT POSITION. THROUGHOUT OUR SERVICE AS 
LEADERS, WE HAVE DEVELOPED A RELATIONSHIP BASED ON MUTUAL TRUST AND 
RESPECT. THIS BODY COULD NOT OPERATE IN THE ABSENCE OF SUCH A 
RELATIONSHIP. 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, SENATOR MITCHELL WILL SERVE AS MAJORITY LEADER 
WITH A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES WHO SHARES HIS PARTY AFFILIATION. 
I KNOW HE IS LOOKING FORWARD TO THIS RESPONSIBILITY, AND I LOOK FORWARD 
TO WORKING WITH HIM IN THESE EXCITING AND CHALLENGING TIMES. 

I LISTENED TO THE MAJORITY LEADER'S STATEMENT OUTLINING HIS GOALS 
FOR THE 103RD SESSION, AND I COMMEND HIM FOR HIS ELOQUENCE. HIS IS AN 
AMBITIOUS AGENDA, BUT THE PEOPLE ARE EXPECTING NO LESS. AND I BELIEVE 
THAT IN MANY OF THE AREAS HE TOUCHED UPON, WE CAN FIND COMMON GROUND. 

AS I SAID YESTERDAY, MY REPUBLICAN COLLEAGUES AND I STAND TODAY 
WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN WISHING THE BEST OF LUCK TO OUR NEW PRESIDENT 
AS HE DEALS WITH THE COMPLEX CHALLENGES FACING AMERICA AND THE WORLD. 

I BELIEVE THESE CHALLENGES CAN BE MET ONLY IF DEMOCRATS AND 
REPUBLICANS WORK TOGETHER. I HAVE LONG BEEN A GREAT BELIEVER IN THE 
STRENGTHS OF OUR TWO PARTY SYSTEM--AND THOSE STRENGTHS CAN MOST CLEARLY 
BE SEEN WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT. 

WORKING WITH A DEMOCRAT PRESIDBN'l' 
I KNOW THAT WORKING WITH REPUBLICANS IS A NEW AREA FOR THE 

PRESIDENT. AS GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS, HE DEALT WITH A LEGISLATURE WHICH 
CONSISTED ALMOST ENTIRELY OF DEMOCRATS. AND THOUGH THERE ARE ONLY 43 
REPUBLICANS IN THE SENATE, OUR RULES PROVIDE THOSE 43 SENATORS--INDEED 
THEY PROVIDE EVERY SINGLE SENATOR--WITH A GREAT DEAL OF POWER. 

IT IS NOT MY INTENTION TO USE THAT POWER TO CONSTANTLY BLOCK 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S PROPOSALS OR THE WILL OF THE SENATE. INDEED, AS YOU 
HAVE SEEN IN THE CABINET CONFIRMATION PROCESS, WE HAVE COOPERATED WITH 
THE MAJORITY IN SCHEDULING OF CONFIRMATION HEARINGS. AND YESTERDAY--
WITHIN HOURS OF PRESIDENT CLINTON TAKING THE OATH OF OFFICE--WE CONFIRMED 
THE FIRST THREE MEMBERS OF HIS CABINET. 

BUT LET ME BE CLEAR IN SAYING THAT I EXPECT THERE WILL BE TIMES 
WHERE MY COLLEAGUES AND I WILL DISAGREE WITH THE DIRECTION IN WHICH 
PRESIDENT CLINTON IS STEERING THE SHIP OF STATE. 

AS REPUBLICANS, WE ARE COMMITTED TO LESS TAXES, LESS SPENDING, LESS 
GOVERNMENT, LESS REGULATION, AND A STRONG AND SECURE AMERICA. AND WHEN 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S PROPOSALS STRAY FROM THOSE PRINCIPLES, WE WON'T BE 
AFRAID TO SPEAK OUT--JUST AS SENATOR MITCHELL AND THE DEMOCRATS SPOKE OUT 
WHEN THEY DISAGREED WITH PRESIDENTS BUSH AND REAGAN. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
EXPECT NO LESS. 

CLINTON INHERITS A BETTER AMERICA; REAGAN & BUSH 
LATER TODAY, I WILL BE PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE REMARKABLE CAREER OF 

PRESIDENT BUSH, BUT IT IS WORTH MENTIONING HERE THAT THE NATION PRESIDENT 
CLINTON INHERITS IS MUCH FOR THE BETTER BECAUSE OF TWELVE YEARS OF 
REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP IN THE WHITE HOUSE. 
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WHEN THE REAGAN-BUSH ERA BEGAN IN JANUARY 1981, AMERICA WAS IN 
DANGER AND DECLINE. OUR ECONOMY WAS IN SHAMBLES. INTEREST RATES AND 
INFLATION WENT THROUGH THE ROOF. ABROAD, AMERICANS WERE HELD HOSTAGE, 
AND THE SOVIET EMPIRE WAS BRISTLING WITH NUCLEAR ARMS AND HOSTILE 
INTENTIONS. 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE TWELVE YEARS HAVE MADE. THANKS TO RONALD REAGAN 
AND GEORGE BUSH, AMERICA MADE A REMARKABLE COMEBACK. PRESIDENTS REAGAN 
AND BUSH PRESIDED OVER THE BIGGEST AND LONGEST ECONOMIC EXPANSION IN U.S. 
HISTORY. DURING THAT TIME, INTEREST RATES HAVE BEEN CUT IN HALF AND THEN 
SOME, AND INFLATION IS PRACTICALLY NON-EXISTENT. 

THE ECONOMY HIT SOME ROUGH SPOTS DURING THE PAST YEARS, BUT RECENT 
FIGURES PROVE THAT PRESIDENT BUSH WAS RIGHT. ANYONE WHO SQUEEZED THEIR 
WAY THROUGH THE STORES THIS CHRISTMAS, KNOWS THAT THE RECESSION IS OVER, 
AND THE BUSH RECOVERY IS WELL UNDER WAY. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE COLD WAR WAS FINALLY BROUGHT TO AN END, AS 
COMMUNISM COLLAPSED UNDER THE WEIGHT OF ITS OWN INCOMPETENCE AND THE 
STEELY RESOLVE OF RONALD REAGAN, GEORGE BUSH, AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

OUR ALLIES AGREE THAT AMERICA IS THE ONLY REMAINING UNDISPUTED 
MILITARY AND MORAL SUPER POWER ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND OUR 
ADVERSARIES HAVE NO DOUBT THAT AMERICA WILL STAND UP FOR FREEDOM ACROSS 
THE GLOBE. AND THANKS TO PRESIDENT BUSH'S VISION, HISTORIC TREATIES HAVE 
BEEN SIGNED WHICH HAVE PERMANENTLY MOVED BACK THE HANDS ON THE NUCLEAR 
DOOMSDAY CLOCK. 

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD 
THESE ARE FACTS, AND WILL BE REMEMBERED IN HISTORY--NO MATTER HOW 

HARD BITTER PARTISANS TRY TO RE-WRITE IT. . 
IT'S AN OUTSTANDING RECORD, BUT WE CAN DO EVEN MORE. FAR TOO MANY 

AMERICANS ARE JOBLESS, AND HAVE NOT YET FELT THE EFFECTS OF THE ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY. A STAGGERING DEFICIT THREATENS THE ECONOMIC HEALTH OF THIS 
GENERATION, AND THAT OF OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN. COUNTLESS 
AMERICANS CAN NOT AFFORD EVEN BASIC HEALTH CARE FOR THEIR FAMILIES. AND 
DESPITE THE END OF THE COLD WAR, THE WORLD IS STILL A VERY DANGEROUS 
PLACE, FULL OF DICTATORS AND TYRANTS WHO PREY ON THEIR OWN CITIZENS, AS 
WELL AS OTHER NATIONS. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON ADDRESSED THESE AND OTHER ISSUES DURING THE 
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN--A CAMPAIGN IN WHICH HE MADE SOME VERY SPECIFIC 
PROMISES TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE--PROMISES SUCH AS CUTTING THE DEFICIT IN 
HALF IN FOUR YEARS, A MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUT, A TOTAL REFORM OF THE WELFARE 
SYSTEM, AND REFORM OF OUR HEALTH CARE SYSTEM. 

AS CANDIDATE CLINTON BECAME PRESIDENT-ELECT CLINTON, SOME OF THESE 
UNEQUIVOCAL PROMISES WERE DOWNGRADED TO "GOALS" ... AND I SUSPECT THAT 
PRESIDENT CLINTON MAY NOW RE-EVALUATE SOME OTHER CAMPAIGN PROMISES. 

"CHANGE" -- WHAT KIND? 

BUT THE ONE PROMISE WHICH PRESIDENT CLINTON MOST ASSUREDLY WON'T RE-
EVALUATE IS ONE THAT HE MADE AT EVERY CAMPAIGN STOP--AND ONE THAT HE 
REPEATED YESTERDAY IN HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS--THE PROMISE THAT HE WOULD BE 
AN "AGENT OF CHANGE." 

YES, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT CHANGE. BUT WHAT REMAINS TO BE SEEN 
IS WHAT TYPE OF CHANGE WILL BE PROPOSED. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DON'T NEED 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE'S SAKE. AND THEY MOST ASSUREDLY DON'T NEED AND CAN'T 
AFFORD CHANGE BACK TO THE FAILED BIG SPENDING AND BIG TAXING POLICIES OF 
THE PAST. WHAT AMERICA NEEDS AND WHAT SENATE REPUBLICANS SUPPORT IS 
CHANGE FOR THE BETTER. 

AND FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE THERE ARE A NUMBER OF AREAS OF CONCERN THAT 
ARE IN DIRE NEED OF CHANGE FOR THE BETTER, AND THAT SHOULD BE TACKLED 
DURING THE COMING SESSION. 

CHANGING THE ECONOMY FOR THE BETTER 

TOPPING THE LIST OF THE PRESIDENT'S AGENDA, SENATOR MITCHELL'S 
AGENDA, OUR AGENDA, AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE'S AGENDA IS THE ECONOMY. WE 
ALL AGREE THAT THE ECONOMY IS NOT AS STRONG AS IT COULD BE, NOR IS IT 
CREATING AS MANY JOBS AS WE WOULD LIKE. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS OFTEN STATED THAT HE WILL "FOCUS LIKE A LASER 
BEAM ON THE ECONOMY." IT IS MY BELIEF THAT THE BEST PRESCRIPTION FOR 
AMERICA'S LONG-TERM ECONOMIC HEALTH, IS TO HAVE PRESIDENT CLINTON AND 
CONGRESS FOCUS THE LASER BEAM OF CHANGE ON THE DEFICIT. 

EVERYONE IN THIS CHAMBER KNOWS THAT CONGRESS HAS BEEN SPENDING MORE 
THAN WE CAN AFFORD. FOR FAR TOO LONG, WE HAVE TREATED THE FEDERAL 
TREASURY AS IF IT WERE A GIANT SHOPPING MALL, OFFERING AN UNLIMITED 
SUPPLY OF MERCHANDISE ON A NO-MONEY DOWN, NO-CREDIT-LIMIT BASIS. THE 
RESULT IS A FOUR AND A HALF TRILLION DOLLAR DEBT WHICH WE WILL PASS ON TO 
OUR CHILDREN'S CREDIT CARDS. 
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"SACRIFICE" & BUDGET REFORMS 
SECRETARY BENTSEN AND OMB DIRECTOR-DESIGNATE PANETTA TALKED IN THEIR 

CONFIRMATION HEARING ABOUT SACRIFICE, AS DID THE PRESIDENT IN HIS 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

SACRIFICE IS A WORD THAT STRIKES FEAR IN THE HEARTS OF MANY IN 
WASHINGTON. IT DOES NOT, HOWEVER STRIKE FEAR IN THE HEARTS OF SENATE 
REPUBLICANS. IN 1985, WE PUT TOGETHER THE TOUGHEST DEFICIT AND BUDGET 
CUTTING LEGISLATION IN HISTORY--A PACKAGE WHICH FROZE GOVERNMENT OUTLAYS, 
DEFERRED c.o.L.A.'S ON ENTITLEMENT PROGRAMS, AND CUT FOURTEEN FEDERAL 
PROGRAMS THAT HAD OUTLIVED THEIR USEFULNESS. IT PASSED BY ONE VOTE, AND 
ONLY ONE DEMOCRAT CROSSED PARTY LINES TO VOTE FOR TOUGH BUT FAIR 
MEDICINE. 

IF PRESIDENT CLINTON AGREES THAT TOUGH ACTION IS NEEDED, THEN 
REPUBLICANS STAND READY TO HELP, ASSUMING THAT OUR COLLEAGUES ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE AISLE ARE ALSO WILLING TO JOIN US IN TELLING THE 
PUBLIC WHAT THEY NEED TO KNOW, AND NOT JUST WHAT THEY WANT TO HEAR. 

REPUBLICANS WILL ALSO BE PROPOSING A SERIES OF BUDGET REFORMS WHICH 
WE HAVE PROPOSED BEFORE, AND WHICH HAVE LONG HELD TF.E OVERWHELMING 
SUPPORT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE--A BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT TO THE 
CONSTITUTION, AND LINE ITEM VETO AUTHORITY FOR THE PRESIDENT. THESE ARE 
ESSENTIAL BUDGET TRIMMING TOOLS THAT HAVE BEEN BLOCKED BY THE MAJORITY 
PARTY YEAR AFTER YEAR. 

S.9: LINE-ITEM VETO 
AS GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS, PRESIDENT CLINTON OPERATED UNDER BOTH A 

REQUIREMENT TO BALANCE THE BUDGET AND THE AUTHORITY TO VETO LINE-ITEMS IN 
SPENDING BILLS. DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, HE ENDORSED GIVING THE 
PRESIDENT LINE-ITEM VETO AUTHORITY. 

WE HOPE THE SENATE DEMOCRATS WILL JOIN US IN MAKING HIM FEEL AT HOME 
BY BRINGING THESE IDEAS TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

REPUBLICANS ARE ALSO INTRODUCING TODAY ENHANCED RESCISSION 
LEGISLATION. THIS LEGISLATION WILL ALLOW THE PRESIDENT TO SLICE OUT 
UNNECESSARY SPENDING, AND SEND IT BACK TO CONGRESS FOR A SECOND LOOK. 

WITH ENHANCED RESCISSION, CONGRESS WILL BE FORCED TO VOTE UP OR DOWN 
ON ANY PROPOSED RESCISSION OF SPENDING. TODAY, CONGRESS CAN SIMPLY 
IGNORE ANY RESCISSIONS, FORCING THE SPENDING TO TAKE PLACE, IN SPITE OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S OBJECTIONS. 

CHANGING BUREAUCRACY FOR THE BETTER 

ONE SURE WAY TO STIFLE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND RECOVERY IS TO STRANGLE 
IT IN REGULATIONS, BUREAUCRACY, AND MANDATES. THROUGHOUT THE PAST 
DECADE, SENATE REPUBLICANS HAVE SERVED AS GUARDIANS OF AMERICA'S SMALL 
BUSINESSMEN AND WOMEN, OPPOSING AN AVALANCHE OF MANDATES AND RED TAPE. 

HELPING SHALL BUSINESS 
INDEED, INSTEAD OF HOLDING SMALL BUSINESS DOWN, GOVERNMENT SHOULD 

EXTEND A HELPING HAND. AND TODAY, I WILL BE JOINED BY OTHER SENATE 
REPUBLICANS IN INTRODUCING THE "SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT OF 1993." 
THIS LEGISLATION CONTAINS A NUMBER OF ITEMS WHICH SIMPLIFY--THAT'S RIGHT, 
I SAID "SIMPLIFY"--SMALL BUSINESS REPORTING REGULATIONS, AND WHICH EASE 
ACCESS TO CAPITAL. 

S.10: FAMILY LEAVE LEGISLATION 
ANOTHER BILL WE WILL INTRODUCE TODAY IS OUR VERSION OF FAMILY LEAVE 

LEGISLATION. THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD HAVE YOU BELIEVE THAT REPUBLICANS 
DON'T CARE ABOUT WORKING FAMILIES. THAT'S SIMPLY NOT TRUE. 

NOT ONLY DO WE CARE ABOUT WORKING FAMILIES, BUT WE ALSO CARE ENOUGH 
NOT TO SADDLE EMPLOYERS WITH COSTLY MANDATES WHICH WOULD PUT MOTHERS AND 
FATHERS OUT OF WORK. INSTEAD, OUR LEGISLATION PROVIDES FOR REFUNDABLE 
TAX CREDITS FOR BUSINESSES WITH FEWER THAN 500 EMPLOYEES THAT PROVIDE FOR 
UP TO TWELVE WEEKS OF FAMILY LEAVE. RATHER THAN MANDATING A "ONE SIZE 
FITS ALL" GOVERNMENT MANDATE, WE SHOULD TRUST EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES TO 
WORK OUT THE TYPE OF PARENTAL LEAVE PLAN WHICH BEST FITS THEIR 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

AND, YES, WE ARE HONEST ENOUGH TO PAY FOR THE EXPENSE OF THIS 
LEGISLATION THROUGH AN INCREASE IN CORPORATE ESTIMATED TAX PAYMENTS. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS SAID THAT HE WANTS TO "PUT PEOPLE FIRST." ONE 
WAY HE CAN DO THIS IS TO ENSURE THAT GOVERNMENT MANDATES AND GOVERNMENT 
BUREAUCRATS DO NOT RUN OVER INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS. 
THEREFORE, I WILL BE RE-INTRODUCING LEGISLATION--PASSED BY THE SENATE 
LAST YEAR--WHICH SIMPLY REQUIRES FEDERAL AGENCIES TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
ANY NEW REGULATION BEING PUBLISHED WOULD RESULT IN THE TAKING OF ANY 
PRIVATE PROPERTY. IF SO, THEN LEGITIMATE HEALTH AND SAFETY REASONS MUST 
BE DOCUMENTED. 
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CHANGING HEALTH CARE FOR THE BETTER 

PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS STRONGLY COMMITTED HIMSELF TO REFORMING 
AMERICA'S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM. HE WILL SUFFER NO SHORTAGE OF ADVICE IN 
THIS MISSION. LAST YEAR, THERE WERE MORE THAN THIRTY HEALTH CARE REFORM 
PROPOSALS IN CONGRESS, NONE OF WHICH HAD THE SUPPORT NECESSARY TO PASS. 
EVEN THE HARSHEST CRITICS OF THE AMERICAN HEALTH CARE SYSTEM ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT THE 85% OF AMERICANS WHO HAVE INSURANCE ENJOY THE HIGHEST STANDARDS 
OF MEDICAL CARE IN THE WORLD. THE U.S. CONTINUES TO HAVE THE BEST 
DOCTORS, THE MOST ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, AND THE STRONGEST COMMITMENTS TO 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE WORLD. 

STILL, THE SYSTEM IS TROUBLED. HEALTH CARE COSTS ARE RISING AT 
DIZZYING RATES, AN ESTIMATED 35 MILLION PEOPLE ARE WITHOUT BASIC HEALTH 
COVERAGE, AND STILL OTHERS ARE IN JEOPARDY OF LOSING THEIR COVERAGE. 

IT IS CLEAR THAT OUR RESPONSE TO THE HEALTH CARE CRISIS CAN NOT BE 
"TAKE TWO ASPIRIN AND CALL US IN FOUR YEARS." 

MY COLLEAGUES AND I ON THE REPUBLICAN SIDE OF THE AISLE HAVE WORKED 
ON THIS ISSUE FOR MANY YEARS, AND WE HAVE PROPOSALS AND SUGGESTIONS WHICH 
WE BELIEVE WILL IMPROVE THE SYSTEM. BUT WE DO NOT HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS, 
NOR ALL THE VOTES. AND THE ONLY WAY TO MOVE FORWARD ON THIS ISSUE IS 
THROUGH BI-PARTISAN COOPERATION. 

IF THE DEBATE DISINTEGRATES INTO A POLITICAL CONTEST, THEN EVERYONE 
LOSES. THEREFORE, AS REPUBLICAN LEADER, I AM NOT INTRODUCING A MAJOR 
REFORM PROPOSAL TODAY BECAUSE I AM HOPEFUL WE CAN ULTIMATELY WORK 
TOGETHER AND AVOID THE POLARIZATION THAT HAS P~GUED US IN THE PAST. 

WE SIMPLY MUST WORK TOGETHER--THE WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESS, DEMOCRATS, 
REPUBLICANS, PROVIDERS, INSURANCE COMPANIES, CONSUMERS, AND THE 
GOVERNMENT. I AM CONVINCED THAT REFORM CAN TAKE PLACE. AND THAT IT CAN 
BE DONE WITHOUT CREATING ANOTHER GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRACY OR ANOTHER 
GOVERNMENT PROGRAM, OR RELYING ON THE OLD STAND-BYS OF GIANT TAX 
INCREASES AND BIG GOVERNMENT MANDATES. 

RURAL HEALTH CARE LEGISLATION 
THERE IS ONE HEALTH CARE BILL WHICH I WILL BE INTRODUCING TODAY--ONE 

THAT FOCUSES ON AN ISSUE OF GREAT CONCERN TO ME--AND TO THE PRESIDENT--
AND THAT'S THE PRESERVATION OF RURAL HEALTH CARE IN AMERICA. 

THIS BILL RE-AUTHORIZES SOME PROVISIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN CRITICAL TO 
ENABLING RURAL AMERICANS TO RECEIVE HEALTH CARE. IF THEY ARE NOT RE-
AUTHORIZED ... AND RE-AUTHORIZED QUICKLY ... MANY OF THESE PROVISIONS WOULD 
EXPIRE. IN FACT, IN SOME CASES, THEY HAVE ALREADY DONE SO. IF WE DON'T 
ACT SOON, THEN SOME RURAL HOSPITALS WILL HAVE TO CANCEL VITAL OUTREACH 
SERVICES, AND SOME WILL BE FORCED TO CLOSE THEIR DOORS FOREVER. 

CHANGING OUR CIVIL JUSTICE SYSTEM FOR THE BETTER 

ONE OF THE FACTORS BEHIND THE HIGH COST OF HEALTH CARE IS THE CRISIS 
IN OUR CIVIL JUSTICE SYSTEM. AND A PRIORITY OF SENATE REPUBLICANS IN 
THIS CONGRESS--AS IT HAS BEEN MANY TIMES BEFORE--IS TO CHANGE OUR CIVIL 
JUSTICE SYSTEM FOR THE BETTER THROUGH COMMON SENSE REFORM OF OUR PRODUCTS 
LIABILITY AND MALPRACTICE SYSTEMS. 

CHANGING OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM FOR THE BETTER 

ALONG WITH OUR CIVIL JUSTICE SYSTEM, IT HAS LONG BEEN APPARENT TO 
SENATE REPUBLICANS THAT OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IS ALSO IN NEED OF 
CHANGE FOR THE BETTER. 

SURVEYS REFLECT THE FACT THAT AMERICANS BELIEVE THAT WHILE THE 
ECONOMY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING THE COUNTRY, CRIME IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD. AND NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, 
FROM ONE END OF THE COUNTRY TO THE OTHER, IN RURAL AS WELL AS URBAN 
AREAS, AMERICANS LIVE IN FEAR. 

S.8: GOP ANTI-CRIME BILL 
TODAY, AS IN PAST SESSIONS, SENATE REPUBLICANS, LED BY SENATOR 

HATCH, WILL BE INTRODUCING TOUGH, NO-NONSENSE CRIME LEGISLATION. THE 
PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN THIS LEGISLATION--CRACKING DOWN ON LEGAL LOOPHOLES 
FOR CRIMINALS, AND GIVING LAW OFFICIALS THE CLOUT THEY NEED TO MAKE 
CONVICTIONS STICK-HAVE BEEN DEBATED OVER AND OVER AGAIN BY THIS BODY. 
NOW IT'S TIME TO PASS THEM. THERE IS NO REASON WHY A TOUGH CRIME BILL 
CAN NOT BE SENT TO THE PRESIDENT WITHIN A MATTER OF MONTHS. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR A NATIONAL POLICE CORPS-
-AN IDEA I HAVE LONG ADVOCATED. I KNOW THAT SENATOR HATCH LOOKS FORWARD 
TO WORKING WITH SENATOR BIDEN IN MAKING THIS IDEA A REALITY, WITHIN OUR 
BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS. 

S.6: FIGHTING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
INCLUDED IN OUR CRIME BILL ARE PROVISIONS REGARDING VIOLENCE AGAINST 

WOMEN. I AM ALSO INTRODUCING THESE PROVISIONS AS A SEPARATE PIECE OF 
LEGISLATION--AS I HAVE DONE IN THE PAST TWO YEARS. 
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IT IS ESTIMATED THAT A STAGGERING 2.5 MILLION VIOLENT CRIMES ARE 
COMMITTED AGAINST WOMEN EACH YEAR. I BELIEVE THIS NUMBER IS A NATIONAL 
DISGRACE--A DISGRACE WE MUST HAVE THE COURAGE TO RECOGNIZE AND THE 
COMMITMENT TO REFORM. THE SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION ACT OF 1993, WHICH 
WILL ALSO BE INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE BY CONGRESSWOMAN SUSAN MOLINARI, IS 
A COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSE TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, BOTH ON THE STREETS, 
AND IN THE HOME. 

CHANGING CONGRESS FOR THE BETTER 

THIS JANUARY, THE HOUSE AND SENATE WELCOMED RECORD NUMBERS OF NEW 
MEMBERS. AND MOST OF THESE MEMBERS CAME TO WASHINGTON WITH A PLEDGE TO 
CHANGE FOR THE BETTER THE WAY CONGRESS DOES BUSINESS. 

WITHIN A FEW WEEKS, SENATE REPUBLICANS WILL INTRODUCE A MEANINGFUL 
CONGRESSIONAL REFORM PACKAGE. THIS PACKAGE WILL INCLUDE PROPOSALS TO 
REDUCE THE STAFF AND SPENDING OF CONGRESS, AS WELL AS "HOUSEKEEPING" 
MEASURES SUCH AS ELIMINATING PROXY VOTING AND STRENGTHENING THE 
PROHIBITION ON ATTACHING UNAUTHORIZED APPROPRIATIONS TO APPROPRIATIONS 
BILLS. 

S.7: CAMAPIGN FINANCE REFORM 
JUST AS CONGRESS NEEDS REFORMING, SO, TOO, DOES THE WAY IN WHICH YOU 

ARE ELECTED TO CONGRESS. AND TODAY, AS WE HAVE DONE BEFORE, SENATE 
REPUBLICANS WILL BE INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO REFORM OUR CAMPAIGN 
FINANCE SYSTEM. OUR LEGISLATION PROMOTES COMPETITION AND OUR TWO-PARTY 
SYSTEM. IT DOES NOT, AS THE SENATE DEMOCRATS HAVE CONTINUED TO INSIST 
OVER THE YEARS, REQUIRE TAXPAYERS TO PAY FOR OUR CAMPAIGNS. 

WE INTRODUCE OUR CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM LEGISLATION WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT WHILE IT IS AN IMPROVEMENT OVER OUR CURRENT SYSTEM, WE DO 
NOT HAVE THE VOTES TO PASS IT. 

IF EVER THERE WAS AN ISSUE THAT CRIED OUT FOR BI-PARTISAN 
COOPERATION, IT IS CAMPAIGN FINANCE. SENATOR BOREN OF OKLAHOMA AND 
SENATOR MCCONNELL OF KENTUCKY ARE THIS CHAMBER'S ACKNOWLEDGED CAMPAIGN 
FINANCE REFORM EXPERTS. PERHAPS IF SENATOR MITCHELL AND I GAVE THEM 30 
DAYS TO GET TOGETHER AND HAMMER OUT A COMPREHENSIVE REFORM PROPOSAL, THEY 
WOULD SUCCEED. I ASK THE DISTINGUISHED MAJORITY LEADER TO JOIN ME IN 
DOING JUST THAT. 

STILL DANGEROUS: IRAQ, BOSNIA, KOSOVA, SOMALIA 

AS PRESIDENT CLINTON SAID YESTERDAY, THE AVALANCHE OF FREEDOM WHICH 
SWEPT THE GLOBE UNDER PRESIDENTS REAGAN AND BUSH HAVE LED TO SOME 
INSTABILITY. I SUSPECT THAT FOREIGN POLICY, WHICH RECEIVED SHORT SHRIFT 
DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, WILL SOON COME TO DOMINATE MANY OF 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S DAYS. 

THERE ARE SEVERAL TROUBLE SPOTS WHICH WILL DEMAND THE PRESIDENT'S 
IMMEDIATE AND CONSTANT ATTENTION. 

SADDAM HUSSEIN EVIDENTLY GOT THE MESSAGE SENT BY THE BUSH 
ADMINISTRATION AND IS TALKING IN SOFTER TONES, BUT IF THERE IS ANY 
CONSTANT IN IRAQI POLICY, IT'S THAT SADDAM CAN NOT BE TRUSTED FOR ONE 
MINUTE. 

IF THERE IS ANYONE IN THE WORLD WHO CAN MATCH SADDAM HUSSEIN FOR 
DECEIT AND BRUTALITY, IT IS SERBIA'S SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC. THE NEW STATE 
DEPARTMENT REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES FINDS THAT SERBIAN FORCES IN 
BOSNIA HAVE COMMITTED ATROCITIES AGAINST CIVILIANS ON A SCALE UNRIVALED 
SINCE THE NAZI ERA. 

THIS SENATOR BELIEVES THAT THE U.S. OBJECTIVE SHOULD NOT BE TO SLOW 
THE SLAUGHTER IN BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA, BUT TO STOP IT AND TO PREVENT ITS 
SPREAD TO KOSOVA, WHERE TWO MILLION ALBANIANS NOW LIVE IN CONSTANT FEAR 
AND OPPRESSION. AND THE GOAL OF THE GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE TO 
REACH A SETTLEMENT THAT WILL RESTORE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND 
SOVEREIGNTY OF BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA, INSTEAD OF RATIFYING ITS DE FACTO 
DISMEMBERMENT, THEREBY REWARDING THOSE WHO HAVE BROUGHT SUFFERING AND 
SLAUGHTER TO THE BOSNIAN PEOPLE. 

IN SOMALIA, SOME U.S. FORCES ARE COMING HOME, BUT WE NEED TO GET ON 
WITH A MASTER PLAN FOR RESTORING STABILITY THERE AND TURNING CONTROL OVER 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 

ASSISTANCE TO THE REPUBLICS OF THE FORMER SOVIET UNION, FUTURE 
RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM, AND FOSTERING THE ADMIRABLE PROGRESS OF 
DEMOCRATIC AND ECONOMIC REFORM IN LATIN AMERICA ARE OTHER MATTERS NOW ON 
PRESIDENT CLINTON'S PLATE. 

IT IS ALSO MY HOPE THAT THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION WILL PLACE A HIGH 
PRIORITY ON HALTING THE PROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. 
CONCERN FOR NONPROLIFERATION WAS ONE OF THE PRIMARY MOTIVATING FACTORS 
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BEHIND THE NUNN-LUGAR ACT, WHICH INITIATED SOME TRULY INNOVATIVE 
APPROACHES TO THE PROBLEM OF POTENTIAL PROLIFERATION IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

THE ENDURING STRENGTHS OF THE SENATE 
BEFORE I CONCLUDE, LET ME ADD THAT THIS INSTITUTION HAS TAKEN A LOT 

OF HITS FROM THE MEDIA AND FROM SOME POLITICIANS THESE PAST FEW YEARS--
SOME OF THE CRITICISM IS DESERVED, SOME OF IT ISN'T. 

BUT NO ONE CAN DENY THAT THE ENDURING STRENGTHS OF THE SENATE ARE 
GREAT--AND PERHAPS THEY WERE BEST STATED BY THE LATE CLAUDE PEPPER, WHO 
SAID, 

"LIKE DEMOCRACY ITSELF, THE SENATE IS INEFFICIENT, UNWIELDY, 
INCONSISTENT ... BUT LIKE DEMOCRACY ALSO, IT IS STRONG, IT IS SOUND AT THE 
CORE, IT HAS SURVIVED MANY CHANGES, IT HAS SAVED THE COUNTRY MANY 
CATASTROPHES, (AND) IT IS A SAFEGUARD AGAINST ANY FORM OF TYRANNY ... " 

WE ARE ALL PRIVILEGED, INDEED, MR. PRESIDENT TO SERVE IN THIS 
SAFEGUARD. IN CLOSING, LET ME AGAIN EXPRESS MY DESIRE, AND THE DESIRE OF 
SENATE REPUBLICANS, TO WORK WITH OUR NEW PRESIDENT, WITH THE 
DISTINGUISHED MAJORITY LEADER, AND WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, TO BRING 
CHANGE FOR THE BETTER TO AMERICA AND THE WORLD. 
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