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DOLE CALLS FOR ACCESS FOR DISABLED TO NATIONAL CONVENTIONS

WASHINGTON -- SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER BOB DOLE, A DISABLED
WORLD WAR TWO VETERAN, TODAY CALLED ON THE CHAIRMEN OF THE TWO
POLITICAL PARTIES TO ENSURE FULL ACCESS FOR THE HANDICAPPED AT
NEXT YEAR'S NATIONAL CONVENTIONS.

DOLE MADE THE REQUEST IN LETTERS TO FRANK FAHRENKOPF,
CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE, AND PAUL KIRK,
CHAIRMAN OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE.

"MORE THAN 37 MILLION AMERICANS HAVE SOME FORM OF
DISABILITY, " DOLE SAID. "IT JUST SEEMS TO ME THAT IF THE NATIONAL
CONVENTIONS IN NEW ORLEANS AND ATLANTA ARE SYMBOLS OF THE
POLITICAL PROCESS, THEN THEY MUST BE OPEN TO EVERY AMERICAN."

DOLE CALLED FOR ACCESS NOT ONLY AT THE CONVENTIONS, BUT ALSO
TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS TO AND FROM THE CONVENTION
SITES. HE ALSO URGED THE PARTY CHAIRMEN TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT
INTERPRETERS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR DEAF PERSONS AND THAT BRAILLED
MATERIALS ARE PRODUCED FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED.

"IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT NEW ORLEANS HAS NOT IN THE PAST
ADEQUATELY ACCOMMODATED THE NEEDS OF DISABLED PERSONS FOR PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES. I WOULD URGE YOU TO TALK WITH OFFICIALS
IN THE CITY ABOUT THEIR PRESENT AND PLANNED EFFORTS TO MAKE THEIR
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM ACCESSIBLE," DOLE SAID IN A LETTER TO
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN FRANK FAHRENKOPF .

"IN SEPTEMBER OF 1984 THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
PASSED AND THE PRESIDENT SIGNED INTO LAW THE VOTING ACCESSIBILITY
FOR THE ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED ACT. THE ACT PROMOTES THE
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT OF DISABLED AND ELDERLY CITIZENS TO VOTE IN
FEDERAL ELECTIONS BY REQUIRING STATES TO IMPROVE THEIR ACCESS TO
REGISTRATION FACILITIES AND POLLING PLACES. THIS WAS A
BEGINNING. IT WAS ALSO A CHALLENGE TO THE POLITICAL PARTIES OF
THIS COUNTRY TO IMPROVE ACCESS FOR DISABLED AND ELDERLY CITIZENS
TO THE ENTIRE ELECTION PROCESS," DOLE ADDED IN HIS LETTER.
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