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The members of this graduating class can now claim the honor 
of having survived three years of the most demanding educational 
curriculum that can be undertaken by any student. I can assure the 
parents who may be present today that the value of that education 
-- as I can attest from my own experience at Washburn Law School 
is second to none, and that these graduating students are well 
prepared ' to enter the legal profession. 

Experience shows that the paths that these graduating 
students will take from this day forward will diverge radically. 
Some will enter private practice; some will begin their careers in 
government agencies; some will go into corporate work, and yet 
others, perhaps, into politics. Law is a way of life that finds 
many expressions; and each of these directions is an equally 
auspicious beginning for a new lawyer. Rut whatever path is 
chosen, each graduate today will soon discover what all others 
before have discovered: that the real education which they seek 
will come only after some years of striving to resolve the 
competing interests of the people they will represent. 

I don't agree with those who hold that lawyers are the source 
of the difficulties we face in modern America. I think sometimes 
that the process of advocacy, challenge, and confrontation that is 
inherent in the law frightens those who would be more comfortable 
in a world without conflicts. Of course, there are lawyers who 
have no motive higher than personal gain, and who give no 
consideration to the impact that their actions have on the 
institutions of our society. But those are in the minority; and 
the incontrovertible fact remains that much of our progress in 
creating a fairer, more open society has come because lawyers have 
had the courage to challenge our people and their leaders to higher 
standards in the conduct of their affairs. 

My own experience, from county attorney's office to the 
United States Senate, convinces me that the task that you, and all 
lawyers, are call to is simply this: that you use the instrument 
of change and social policy that is the law as a force for 
reconciliation and renewal at all levels of our national life. If 
you are not up to that task, then you migh t as well put the 
diplomas away and choose another vocation, for you will be an 
unwanted obstacle to the growth of the community in which you work. 
If you are up to that task, then be sure that you are needed and 
that there is work for you to do. 
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