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OPENING STATEMENT
SENATOR RNB DOLE
Fegruary 25, 1983
IT 1S A GREAT PLEASURE FOR ME TO WELCOME TO THE

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE MARGARET [1. HECKLER AND JOHN A. SVAHN, WHO
HAVE BEEN NOMINATED TO BE SECRETARY AND UNDERSECRETARY,
RESPECTIVELY, OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HuMAN SERVICES. |
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO wiELCcOME MRS-. HECKLER'S DAUGHTERS, BELINDA AND
-L1SON.  ALSO wITH US ARE MR. SVAHN'S WIFE JILL, AND THEIR
CHILD2EN, JOHN AND KIRSTEN. IN ADDITION, LET ME WELCOME THE
SENIOR SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS, THE SENATOR FROM FLORIDA, AND

MY FELLOW SENATOR FrROM ¥ANSAS, ALL OF WHOM WILL BE INTPODUCING

HE NOMINZE FOR SECRETARY. WE ARE DELIGHTED TO HAVE YOU ALL
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| "M S4HRE MANY OF MY COLLEAG!ES ARE FAMILIAR WITH MRs.
TCKLER' S WORK DUXING HER YEARS In CoNGRESS, AS | AM, AND CAN
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/ 1ATE THE ENORMOUS TASK WHICH ILLIES BEFORE HER. HAVING
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BIEN NOMINATED TO THE POST OF SECRETARY, SHE IS PREPARING TO HEAD
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IOVEZHMENT AGENCY IN THE UNITED STATES, WITH A BUDGET

Tr1HD LAKGEST IN THE WORLD. TH

'
—-
I"‘
i

m

RE AXE A NIUMBEZR OF

.

PORTANT 1SSUES PERTAINING TO THE PROGRAMS UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES WHICH
“RE OF GHKEAT INTEREST TO THE FINZNCE COMMITTEE; PARTICHLARLY THE
. SECURITY, MEDICARE, AND MEDICAID PKROGRAMS. | LDOKX FORWAED
TO OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH MRS. HECKLER ON SOME OF THESE MATTERS

THIS MORNING-
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MR. SVAKN, AS | M SURE MY COLLEAB!U'SS ARE AWARE, 1S
CU-RENTLY COMMISSIONER 0F THE SoclaL SEcUr1TY ADMINISTRATION. it
LOSELY wWITH M. SvaAMN N 1S PIESENT CAPACITY OVER
IHE F4ST FEW YEARS IN Qi< EFFORTS TO SECURE THE FINANCIAL HEALTH
OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAM, AND HAVE FOUND HIM TO BE OF GREAT
ASSISTANCE TO US- MR. SVAHN BRINGS WITH HIM TO THE POSITION OF
UNDERSECRETARY EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE ADMINISTERING A LARGE

OVERNMENT PROGRAM, EXPERIENCE HE WILL SURELY FIND HELPFUL IN

BELIEVE THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE HAVE ALL REEN

PRCVIDED WITH THE BIGGFA&PHICAL MATERIAL ON MRS. HECKLER anNDp Mr.

WOULD ALSO SAY THAT | HAVE REVIEWED THE DISCLOSURE

FOrS ®0x THE TWO NOMINEES, AND THE MATERIAL THAT Mrs. HECKLER

ANT "2. WVEKN HAVE FILED WITH THE OFFICE 0 50vERNMENT ETHICS. |
S:TISFLEND THAT THERE 4RE NO PROBLEMS IN TH1S AREA. | HAVE

ALSD SZER INFORKED .THAT .THE DIRECTO: 0F THE (EEICE oF Bo:

ERNMENT
Ci=ids =28 SEhE & LETTER APPROVING | BOTH NOL LNEESS AGaM L LANCE W01 T
Ve E 4 3 A S HAT LETTEF Ll BE “DE A PART &
THE =ECORD. | HAVE SEVERAL QUESTIONS, WHICH | WAULD LIKE TO
DISCUSS WITH YOU FOLLOWING YOUR STATEMENTS.
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