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DOLE SEEKS END OF TRUCKERS' STRIKE VIOLENCE--
CALLS FOR GAO STUDY AND RESPONSIBLE DISCUSSION 

WASHINGTON- - Following a wee k of sc~t t e red t e rror on the 
~jti n ·;• s highways, S e nator Bob Dole (R., Kans.) suggested action 
td e n~ independent tru~kers strike viol e n ce a nd to promot e 
rational disc ussion of the concerns som e truckers hav A with the 
r ~ce ntly enacted Surf ace Transportation Assist a nce Act. Dole 
s e rv o s a s Chairm a n of the S e nat e Finance Committee and Chairman 
of the Se n a t e Judici a ry Subcommittee on Courts. 

DOLE REQUESTS GAO REPORT 

Senator Dol e a nnounc ed th 3 t h e s 0 nt a letter tod ~ y to th e 
Comptroller Ge n e ral of the Unit e~ State s r e qu e sting th e Ge neral 
Accounting Office (GAO) to c on~uct a stuay-of tho ec onomic 
impact , if a ny, of incr e3 s cd tax e s on independent truck e rs. 

"l h;:, v e h cc:nd c:o nr: er ns and complaints thnt the industry 
c~nnot 3 bsorb th0 incr ea sed user fe e s. Th e G~O study will 
provi de a n ind e p e nd e nt a n a lysis from which Congr Ps s can d2t0rrnine 
if any chi=inges in the law should be madP," Dol e said. 

"•r h e f a c t i s , th e t c:i x th a t rn o st con c e r n s t-. h E• t r u r k i n g 
industry is the h eav y v e hicl e use tax a nd it do P s not increas e 
until July 1, 1984. Additionally, own e rs of five or f e we r trucks 
will not eve n h ave a n in c r ei'l s e in h eavy vehicle us e taxes until 
July 1, 1985." 

Dol e not ed th 2 GAO Re port should b ? comnlcted within ~ 
months, we ll in ad vanc e of th e sch e dul ed July 1, 1984 e ff ec tiv e 
d a t e of the h eav y vehicle us e tax incr ea s e . 

COWARDLY COMHIT VT OLEtlCE 

Ac c ording to La bor DPp artme nt r e ports, th o avera g e price of 
motor fu e l--including diesel fu ~l - - f e ll 5.2 p e rr e nt in 1982, 
whil e ma int e n a nc e costs rose mor e slowly th a n in the pr e vious two 
y ear s. Also, financing costs d e cline d last y ea r. Th e prime rat e 
of int erest stood at 16 1/2 p erce nt a ye~ r ag o, but now is ll 
p ercent. There h ave b ee n similar d0c]ines in oth e r short-term 
inh?rost r ate s th at have b e nef i ttE:d the trurking in•ius try, a nd 
the e me rging economic r e cov er y will als o h el p th e industry. 

"'rhe rov1i'lrdly f('W who commit s e ns el e ss acts of viol e nc e- only 
discredit th e ma ny r e sponsibl e r 0 pr e s e nt a tive s of thP truckinq 
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industry," Dol e s a id. "During t he pa st month, th e Fin a nce 
Committee staff has me t with num e rous trucke rs' groups, a nd from 
the s e discussions it s e ems cl e ar tha t th o r e is wid e spr e ad 
misund e rst a nding about the facts ., na subs eciuPnt impact of th e 
Surf a c e Tr zrnsport a tion Assist a nc e Act. '11 b 2 f a c e -to- f a c e mee tings 
h a v o bee n he lpful in id e ntifying t h e conc er ns of the truc k ing 
industry a nd I am hope ful th s y c an continue . But i n the f a ce of 
in c r ea sing incide nts of l awl e ssn e ss, r a tion a l dis c ussion nd 
a na lysis ore bcc omjng much mo r e diffi c ult. I know the m .ority 
of truck e rs a r. 0 l aw-abiding citize ns a nd n e plor e the rei q n of 
t e rr.or t h ~ t ha s v isi t e c'I the ir workpl ace-- th o highwa ys of 
Am e ri ca ." 

'\ 

THE STRIKE VIOLENCE 
PR EVENTION ACT 

Do l e a lso a nnoun c e d th a t h ~ will int r od uce th e "Strik i:: 
Vi ol e nce Pr e ve ntion Ac t." Th e bill would e mpowe r: th e Pr P- sid e nt 
t o s Rc k Fed e r ~ l court ord e rs r e str a ining a ny pa ity involv e d in a 
s t rik e from e nc our aging, inciting , or committing ac ts of viol e nc e 
or unl a wful act s whi c h would int e rfere with commerc e . 

"Th e mouthings of irr a tion a l, s e lf- a ppoint e d l e ad e rs i"'l nc'I th e 
s e ns e l e ss acts of a f e w- -including shootings, fir e bombings, 
block ~ d e s, a nd e v e n mura e r - - a r e discour agipg othe r truck0 rs. 
This t e rrori s m invit e s, a nd d ema nds, a r e spons e-- a r e sponse which 
will h e lp protPc t th e s a f e ty of thos e who wa nt to work, a nd the 
public int0 r e st 1 " Dol ') s a id. "Congr. e ss will simply not be 
in t imid a t ed ." 

Dol e not e d t h e l a w is pr e s e ntly uncl ea r with rPg a rd to th e 
Pr e si de nt's a uthori t y t o act a g a inst viol e nce of this type . "The 
only r eme dy now a v a il Abl e is crimina l prose cution a g a inst th e 
individu a ls involv ed. That proce ss is slow and cumbe rsom e and 
d oe s not provi de th e k i nd of speed y de t er r e nce th a t is need e d to 
d e a l with th e s e si t ua tions. Ci v il injunc tiv e actions, on th e 
o t h e r h a nd, could provid e the Gove rnm e nt with th e l e ve r a g e needed 
to stop indivi d ua ls who thr ea t en viol e nc e or unl awfully obstruct 
th e flow of commerc e ," Dol e st at ed. 
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SENATOR BOB DOLE (R.-Kan.) CONTACT: WALT RIKER 
Saturday, February 5, 1983 202/224-6521 

STRIKE VIOLENCE PREVENTION ACT 

A. The Problem: 

- Under present laws, there is very little that the federal 
government can do to stop groups that threaten to employ 
violence or engage in unlawful acts obstructing commerce, 
except prosecute them under the criminal laws. That 
process takes time, and does not provide the kind of 
quick leverage that is needed to discourage those who 
are inclliried to use such tactics in situations such as the 
trucker's strike. 

B. Our Proposal 

- If the President, or the Justice Department, had the 
authority to seek restraining orders in federal courts 
against leaders of "wildcat" strikes such as these, 
enjoinipg them from encouraging the commission of 
unlawful acts obstructing comm~rce -- such as "blockades"--
this could be a powerful deterrent to their followers. 
Action could be taken against the rabblerousers if they 
defied court orders, and the courts could use contempt 
powers to put a brake on such behaviour. 

t: Alternative proposals ;·:we·)are studying would approach the 
problem through a strengthening of the ''-restraint of trade" 
laws, and amendments to the criminal code. 

C. No effect on legitimate labor activities ·· ;· 

Our p~oposal is still in the drafting stage. One of our 
principal concerns is that we do not in any way infringe on 
the legitimate rights of wage-earners to engage in lawful 
collective action in a labor dispute. What we want to do 
is draft legislation that will help us deal with the 
renegades who encourage unlawful acts. 

- We will work with the administration in developing this 
legislation. We have already been in contact with officials 
at the Departments of Transportation •.and Labor, and will 
continue to consult with those agenci~s as we go along. 

. J 
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