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A decade ago "our nation was shocke:Lwhen .. :the Field. Foundation report·brought _us the..,.·-. ..c..::-~-:-­rressage _,_that:-sorre -Arrericans -are·:.. starving.-:-::- We ·heard and ' saw-on-_television~that -the ,:;,_:-.:-o -.:-:- ·-incidence- of Hfoverty.--:is ~ not::limi ted=£0 developing-:.countries~..3Jut..-::that':.it-a.lso'1fiourishe&~~.,. in-the wealthiest-country_, iri·--:ine~W::>rld: _ We -'"knew-before-=the.:report~- that_ there~-weie poor-'-:~--=:.. _ _ persons-in -our-~country,aj:)ut v.-e did.:. not ~-really "'admit:::.that~sorre=---:Arrerlcan-:ehi-ldren::-know--:----=""_:;.;..:-=-~-= - _ --~ __ nothing~but~hunger~;_::-,..Qri.o: that~erice -; and~beans a.~--=on -toth~~reakfast~ .,.suppecn~n3:s...::_ -_ :--...:: _- _; -for_days at_a....tirre.;;?---='-"="~ _ - - _ - - ., ___ .. --~~----- __,,. 0 :::-·:--;~: - - - - - :-· ""'. " -- --=-- ..:.:.~ ~;..:;:-.. _-_ _.;;. .... ~-..;. ~--~ After:-:the :~eport:on hung err becarre . .accepteg.,-_- fue ~o::mgre~s ._ began -.to View ~ouf .::f.criJ.-:.;p;~~=--=-~ ~ ~~-~ as not . sirnply::- an outletjfor-surplus -= carm::xlities;-~ but".as programs. hav:ing~~e fpossilii·l~tY?~] ~---_ --__ -- . ·of adc;rressing =--rn~ki-tion:problems~.:'. ~en-o :tJ1e :-.Sel~t~-camnittee~on Nutriti~n~?nd~H~N~=--~-~ -::- - - : wasc:-f1rst -created1,_ we di-d.:n6t:-' l<J1CM---J..T we· could -resolve ~the huriger- pro'J;ilem -:-and - rreet~the~=::... ~ - nutritional=needs of .AriErican ~-eitizens~I thinJcit was perhaps ~ at -that-tirre4hat:Congress--: =- recognized--:-for :... the · first tine -: its· responsibilicy _- in ·this . area ---and admitted ::i £ could:-:not..::~~ -lea\Te -this matter --unattended;=--=-- -·· - ·- "_: - - --:::-:-

... • .... --w -

we began with. the · belief.- that we could. IPa.Ke.:a--difference.~-::.It:i.~ '_enco~ad~g-:"fu--:.~e~-i-.:::t·?. that the~Fiel-d 'f'oundation~~gon~ J:xlck~o7cheCk::::on .pov~andd.hat;iit :.nas.:xlis~~~~ that.: hunger _;in ·Arrer-ican~.has-:O~.been ::rroucea-.-:-;.,,~ngre~sional,ly ~ated_;~oOa@ssi-stance~~.; ~~~~~ --~== programs· a~~--'have.;;broughtsarout~~~~roy-6reR~__:_ : 0ne3:°eaSGn~· have:.~de~uCli~:_-;;::-= progress ~ can; be - attributed ~t6.' the"1.iCT"Ong.3:)~saii esupport-i:.behiria:itli~~Oal~fy eradicafing~ hunger.~President; Nixon:highlJ,ghtffi:;:.hunger_3:ri-= his~969_;_Wfilte:;Bouse-£onference =.on Food,.;~~~ and~I-' feer vie could- oot-~ave - made<fue -:<Jirproverreri.ts .:.:-in-:: fue~l-971-:;;p<:XxJ..23tamp..Act-;=were-""ibno!=2 for the -help~~f~ ilie :-car-Eer~strationf~Wli.en:-±he-:-Senate~acea ~=-dif fiCill.t:qu~tj_ons '--on .funding ~for -.!ffie=-Foodl:StaITp_""P~ dliring:::--consideration;;-of...;;the ~:f isca:l~ear.:::,19 80:-First=-=- · -~ -~ - ---- - Concurrent-~Budget. Resolution;'-it was....:bipartisan-'-----support:::::.that--de6i-ded=the"questio:rf; in =~---=-----favor of a strong food starrp program. - .,_ · ·-
I look forward -to continuing this Subcorrmi ttee' s work, and -am appreciative of- the support .:.-- ' that persons here· have given us. The leadership of the Field Foundation and of today's witnesses will .cbntinue to be valuable to the Senate. Later this year we will -be looking at the Food Stamp Act, and it -is al.rrost certain we will encounter efforts to" curtail this program. I trust that today v.-e will hear facts, theories, and trends that will assist -us when this legislation next corres· before the Senate. 
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