
NEWS from 

U.S. Senator 
Bob Dole 
(R.-Kans.) New Senate Office Building, W~shington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-6521 

FOR IMME DIATE RELEASE 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1977 

CONTACT: JANET ANDERSON 

DOLE PROTESTS MONITORING OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE MOVEMENT 
BY ASCS--ASKS SECRETARY BERGLAND TO CLARIFY AND STOP MONITORING 

WASHINGTON, D.C.--Senator Bob Dole (R-Kan) today asked Secretary of 

Agriculture·Bob Bergland to clarify reports that the Agricultural Stabili-

iation and Conservation Service has been ordered to monitor the activities 

~of the American Agriculture farm strike movement. 

In a telegram to Secretary Bergland, Senator Dole said, "Farmers report 

to me that ASCS employees are sending names, places and dates relating to 

the strike to your office in Wa shington." 

"I would appreciate an immediate reply about what your office has re-

quested from the ASCS and ask that if the ASCS has been ordered to monitor 

the Ame r ican Agriculture Movement that an order be issued immediately to 

stop this activity." 

Following is the full text of Senator Dole's telegram: 

Mr. Secr etary, I have received calls from farm ers concerning repo r ts that 
the Agri cu l t ura l Stab i lization and Con s ervation Service (ASCS) has been 
order ed to moni to r t he activitie s of the American Agr iculture fa rm 
str i ke movement . 

Farmers r eport t o me t hat AS CS emp loyees are s ending n ames , places 
and dates r elatin g to the strike to your offi ce i n Wa s h ington . 

Thi s type of unp recedented surveillan ce activity reminds me of po li c e 
state tacti c s and i s no t appropriate fo r ASCS empl oy ees . 

Surel y s uch actions do not foste r un ity and harmony be tween farmers 
and their government. 

I don ' t believe the ASCS monit ors other farm organizati ons activities . 

I would appreciate an i mmediate reply about what your office has re-
quested from the ASCS and ask that if the ASCS has been ordered to 
monitor the American Agriculture ~Iovement that an order be issued 
immediately to stop this activity . 
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