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I am honored to be a part of this distinguished gathering to pay tribute to a man who has 
devoted his untiring energies to improving the condition of mankind. 

But first, I would like to say a few brief words about tonight's host who cannot be with us. 

For more than three decades, Hubert Humphrey has been at the forefront of the struggle for 
social and economic justice. He has championed causes -- some unpopular -- and many long 
before they became the national issues we recognize them to be today. Like any great leader, 
he has his critics. But none doubt his sincerity and good will. I have worked with him anr 
fought against him, but always I have respected and admired. him. 

Few have done more than Hubert Humphrey to improve the health, education and welfare of our 
citizenry. Due in no small part to his efforts, our senior citizens are healthier, our young 
are better educated, and the daily lives of the poor in America are more bearable. 

Scores of vital federal programs which are administered by the Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare are operating today largely because Hubert Humphrey fought for them: Medicare, 
Headstart, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Conmunity Mental Health Act, the 
Health Professional Scholarships Act. The list, Hubert Humphrey's list of commitment, goes 
on and on. 

Earlier today, along with Senators Wendell Anderson, Jennings Randolph, Bob Stafford, and 
Milt Young, I introduced legislation to name a building of the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare in honor of Hubert Humphrey. 

I can think of few actions that pay higher tribute to a man whose compassion, decency, humanity 
and love for people is so widely recognized and understood. I hope the Congress will act 
quickly to bring this proposal to fruition. 

Father Hesburgh, you are an American whose decency, concern and love are equally well-known 
both in the United States and abroad. You personify the very words of Tom Paine, 11 The caus'-
of America is in great measure the cause of all mankind. 11 Of equal importance to your beliefs 
are the actions that you have undertaken to further this cause. One of your activities has 
included the vigorous support of a program close to my heart -- the Food for Peace program. 

Twenty-three years ago this July, President DHight Eisenhower signed the Agriculture Trade 
Development Act of 1954 -- known around the world as Public Law 480 or Food for Peace. In 
terms of lives both improved and saved, this great humanitarian effort was, and is today, one 
of the most constructive and beneficial programs in history. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we honor tonight a man who has looked upon the Food for Peace program as 
an effort in full keeping with the spirit of America. It is helping those less fortunate 
than we with the basic necessities of life so they can devote their energies to advancing 
freedom's cause. 

With it, we are strengthening efforts to build a just peace and the recognition of human rights 
. in the hearts and minds of all men. 

I am certain that when historians of the future look back on this expression of Amreica's 
compassion, it will be regarded as a milestone in man's concern for his fellow man. 

Father Hesburgh, as President of Notre Dame, you preside over a campus that looks up to God 
and extends its principles of humanity to solving the problems of the ~orld at a time when 
some would have us turn inward. Your activism has often served to remind us all of our imper-
fections and of man's responsibility to help his fellow man. 
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In a s:ociety that rewards conformity, you have from time to time accepted the fole of a 
non-conformist. · And I must admit, I have nof-always shared your views. But, I am reminded 
of a quote to which I fully subscribe: "Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transforin~d __ 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 11 

Yes, tonight we honor a man who has so uniquely combined the roles of priest, educator, 
and public servant. We salute you Father Hesburgh not only for your achievements in educa-
tion, religion and public service -- for they are numerous -- but also for your unbending 
efforts in the eternal war against want. 

Thank you. 
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