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GOP CAN ATTRACT MINORITY GROUP VOTERS, DOLE SAYS 

ALBANY, N.Y. -- With more effort, Republicans can adopt consistent positions on issues 

that will please all wings of- the party and attract minority group voters as well, Sen. 

Bob Dole (R-Kan.) said today. 

It will be difficult for Republican candidates to win Presidential elections in the 

future, he observed, tf almost all Blacks, Puerto Ricans and Chicanos continue voting 

Democratic. 

Addressing an Albany County Republican Conmittee dinner, Dole told his fellow party 

members that 11we cannot write off 10 million minority citizens and expect to be anything 

but a frustrated, qut·bbltng voice in the wilderness. 11 

He mentioned revenue shartng, .the consolidation of federal reduction of gove\~jlent 

regulatory activities, grant programs, and maintaing a strong national defense as Repub-

1 ican initiatives that he satd were in tune with the thinking of most Americans -- in-

cluding racial minorities. But the 1976 Republican Vice Presidential nominee said last 

year .• s e 1 ect ion was 1 ost because the party fa i 1 ed to identify its stance with 11 the interests 

of enough people. 11 

He praised former vice President Nelson A. Rockefeller's leadership of the GOP in New 

York. As Governor of New· York and later as Vice President, Rockefeller led the party to 
' 

progressive positions that appealed to· minority group voters and yet remanined faithful to 

principles handed down by the founding 'father of Republicanism, Abraham Lincoln. 

Referring to the current economic policy debate, Dole said the Republican-sponsored 

employment tax proposal would do more to help the hard-core inner city unemployed than 

would President Carter's economic stimulus package. 

Dole is co-sponsor of the plan to grant a tax credit to employers who hire additional 

workers, thus writing off some of the extra payroll cost. He said that some employers who 

are reluctant to hire marginal workers at· the minimum wage would have an incentive to expand 
their operations and put more people to work at pemnanent p~ivate · sector jobs. 

A variation of the employment · tax credit was contained in the economic stimulus bill ___) 
drafted by the House Ways and Means Conmittee, now awaiting action by the full House. The 
Carter Administration has proposed increased spending for temporary public service jobs 
to combat unemployment and opposed the 'unemployment tax credit approach. 

(Excerpts from the prepared text are ·attached) 
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REMARKS BY SENATOR BOB DOLE 

ALBANY COUNTY REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE 
LINCOLN DAY DINNER 

Albany, New York 
Thursday, February 24, 1977 

This month of February is the traditional occasion for Republicans to come together --to examine our roots as a party -- and to consider their meaning for the future. At a time when many Americans are intensely interested in all the details they can uncover of their ancestral origins, it is vitally important that the Republican party remember where it came from •.. and that it was founded on Lincoln's noble and timeless princiPfes of human liberty. 

We live in an ever more complicated age. But the quest for liberty is never ending. More often than not, bureaucratic strangulation has only worsened the critical problems that we face as a nation. While many of our citizens struggle desperately to improve their lives, there is growing resistance to an over-regulated society. 
' We lost some elections last year, not because of the positions we took -- and certainly not because of the principles we share as Republicans. 

We lost, first, because we did not do a good enough job of identifying the positions we took with the interests of enough people. We did not do a good enough job of getting our message across. 

Rockefeller's Lead 
There are many solid areas of achievement where your own Nelson Rockefeller has been a prominent leader· for many years. 

General revenue sharing, the automatic return of tax dollars back to your communities, for expenditure as your state and local officials know best. 
Spe~;~l revenue sharing, the mixing together of federal grants so that your state and locally elect~d officials have more flexibility and less red tape to contend with. 
The importance of maintaining a strong national defense. 

These are positions consistent with Republican principles. These are positions consis-tent with the attitudes of most of the American people. These are positions which Republicans of whatever subtitle and from whatever region -- New York, California, Kansas, and -- yes -- Georgia -- can join. 

If we keep faith with the level-headed principles of Mr. Lincoln, all Republicans can stand behind specific cormion sense alternatives -- where alternatives are needed -- to the proposals of the Democratic Administration. 
On economic policy, the energy crisis, national security, executive branch reorganization, housing urban revitalization, and many other urgent problems, Republicans can offer fresh ideas drawing on the strength of the private sector and reversing the burgeoning growth of the central government. 

In the recent past, our image among important voting groups has been that of 11 aginners. 11 

I know, and you know, that as Republicans we cannot write off ten million minority citizens and expect to be anything but a frustrated, quibbling, voice in the wilderness. It is unthinkable that this be pennitted to happen to the party of Lincoln. 
I know, and you know, that it will be extremely difficult for Republicans to win elections in the future if Blacks, Puerto Ricans, and Chicanos give ninety percent of their votes to the Democratic ticket. 

I am painfully aware -- if you aren't -- that this is what happened in November. 
Importance of Minority Voters 

Had we been able merely to hold the 30 percent or so of the minority voters that is the traditional -- and, at that, shockingly unsatisfactory -- Republican share of the national vote of racial minorities, Mr. Carter would have lost every southern state but his home state of Georgia, and all the northern industrial states. If the minority vote had 
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divided evenly, Gerald Ford would have been elected in an electoral college landslide. 
Opinion surveys conducted during and after the last campaign indicated that we were 
doing very well among younger voters generally -- with the notable exception of young 
minority voters, who apparently still identify us with opposition to equal opportunity. That this should happen to the party of Lincoln is unconscionable. 

And it is past time we face up to another truth. 

The Republican party cannot expect .to govern effectively if entire large groups of 
voters are convinced almost unanimously that we are against them. The functioning of 
any government in a democracy requires not only the consent but also the confidence of 
the governed. One of Lincoln's cornerstone principles -- that the law must be obeyed --depends on an acceptance by all the citizens that the law is fair. 

Open Door Policy 
Your Republican organizations in New York state are far ahead of most of the rest of us 
in demonstrating how our party can appeal to Blacks and Puerto Ricans and Chicanos; to 
women, young people, and all ethni.c groups. I applaud the open door policy that you 
have established to broaden .the base of the party in New York. The Black Conference 
Committee that was set up and is now being expanded by your party leaders is a signifi-
cant step toward getting the message ~o black Americans that we care about them. It is 
customary .at Lincoln Day affairs for Republican orators to invoke the heritage of our 
founder and to point out -- again and again -- that it was a Republican President who freed Alex Haley's forebearers from bondage. But we should have learned by now that 
isn't enough to impress Alex Haley's sons and grandsons. 

There are several steps we can take as Republicans. 
We can take the lead in enacting legislation to ensure that government bureaucrats 
strictly enforce existing laws that prohibit discrimination and protect the rights of 
minorities and the poor. 

The Democratic party has been slow -- especially in the South -- to run minority and 
women candidates. They have left us with a unique opportunity for bringing new blood 
into our party. 

When t~; Voting Rights Act was extended in 1975, many Republicans in Congress (including 
myself} felt that if the federal powers in that act were good for the South -- and for 
certain parts of New York state -- they should apply to all fifty of our states. One effect of this would be to provide a legal ground for striking down at-large election 
schemes which are sometimes employed by DelT!Qcrats to prevent the election of Republicans 
or minority representatives on city councils. If a district system is changed over to 
a single citywide district, a united but slim majority can sweep all the seats on the council. 

Many of our Repub~ican-sponsored legislative initiatives are in the best interests of 
minority citizens, if we can only do a better job of getting our message across. 

Economic Policy 

Economics is an example. One of the most difficult unemployment problems to solve is the -young black man in the inner city who can't find a job -- the so-called 11 hard-core 11 

unemployed. We are told that one of the underlying causes of this problem is that many 
employers do not feel they can hire what they consider marginal workers at the minimum 
wage. 

As far back as 1965, I sponsored a bill for an employment tax credit and I introduced it 
this year in the Senate. By this approach, employers could claim a tax credit for part 
of the cost of hiring additional workers. In effect, the government would be picking up part of their additional payroll cost if they expanded their operations and put more 
people to work at permanent, productive-jobs in the private sector. 

The meaning of this ·program for the hard-core unemployed ought to be obvious. It would not be a stop-gap temporary solution. It would not be a make-work project. For every 
additional worker hired at the $2.30 hourly minimum wage, the employer could take $1 
of the hourly wage off his tax bill. 

This is a Republican initiative -- a new idea that makes use of the private sector --
and I am happy to report that a version of the employment tax credit has been incorpora-
ted in the bill being prepared by the House Ways and Means Committee. It is an example 
of a Republican initiative that would help not the country club set, but Blacks and 
Puerto Ricans and Chicanos and other minorities in our country. 
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Draft Evader Pardon 
I feel very strongly about the blanket pardon granted by the President to all Vietnam era draft evaders. I believe it was an unfair and unwise policy. Some of you may not agree with me~ But you will recognize, I know, that the young Americans who did answer the call to duty in Southeast Aisa -- who served honorably -- and some of whom were killed or wounded or taken prisoner in that war -- were disproportionately members of the lower social and economic groups in our societies. Blacks and Puerto Ricans and Chicanos were represented on the casualty lists far out of proportion to their presence in the population. The young men who fled the country rather than answer the call to service were usually more sophisticated and educated. For every college student who ducked his duty and ran off to Sweden, someone else had to be inducted and sent to Vietnam -- perhaps to die in battle. 
Lower-income Americans paid a higher personal price for the Vietnam war. 
For the first time, the all-volunteer armed force is paying a decent wage to the pro-fessional soldier. Yet we are told that the Carter Administration -- which has just called for a reduction of $2.5 billion in the defense budget drawn up by President Ford -- is distressed by the high cost of providing manpower for the all-volunteer force. 
What is wrong, I ask, with paying a decent wage to a professiona soldier who is well-trained and dedicated to do.ing his duty? Some of our friends in the other party would rather conscript young men into military service and pay them semi-slave wages. And no matter what kind of deferment system is devised, it is the lower classes and the racia~ minorities who are likely to be drafted. --
Republicans have a case to make to minority citizens as well as to all Americans. It will be extremely difficult in the months ahead for the Democratic Administration to match 
promise~ with performance. ~Already, we have- seen -open disagreements between organized labor and minority group organizations over Cabinet appointments and representation in the Administration. 

Balancing this act will not be easy. 
So, if we articulate _what we stand .for in tenns that can be understood by all the so-called 11 ethf\1 c groups 11 in our society, there is no need for Republicans to be downcast this February. 

Ultimately our cause can prevail, for our positions are consistent with the best interests of all our people -- blacks and browns as well as whites. 
Ultimately our cause will prevail because of our principles. Our principles are sound. Our roots are sound. Our roots as a party run deep. They will, God willing, stand the test of today, and tomorrow, and all the days to come. 

##### 
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