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WHY DOESN'T PRESIDENT ACT, DOLE ASKS

KEARNEY, NEBRASKA -- Senator Bob Dole (R-Kan) prodded the Democratic
administration Monday to use its authority under existing law to boost loan levels
for corn, wheat, and other commodities.

Speaking at a Lincoln Day Republican dinner here, Dole asked what happened to

resident Carter's campaign promises of higher loan rates. "I recall a few months
ago when charges were frequently made that loan rates were too low and that they
should be increased. Now I hear Secretary Bergland expressing concern that we will
have difficulty exporting grain if loan rates are too high," Dole said.

Dole said he also was concerned that excessive loan rate levels could result
in difficulties for export sales, but “f feel we should make every effort to increase
the minimum loan rate to 80% of the target price."

"Farm problems demand immediate action. The Administration owes it to the
farmers here in Nebraska to move expeditiously on this problem. And we Republicans
are ready to help," Dole added.

Dole also urged enactment of employment tax incentives for increased hiring by

H_private businesses. And he said the Republicans in Congress were ready to help
President Carter in his efforts to reorganize the executive branch of government.

(Full Text Attached)

Page 1 of 4
' s-press_020_022_015.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu :

SCHEDULED FOR DELIVERY: 8:00 P.M., C.S.T. FOR RELEASE: TUESDAY, A.M.'S
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1977

REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
LINCOLN DAY
KEARNEY, NEBRASKA
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1977

It's that season of the year identified on Republican political calendars as "Lincoln
Day". But Lincoln Day is not just a calendar event. For Republicans, it's a tradi-
tional occasion for us to recognize and consider our roots as a party.

Ours is a party founded on the principles of human liberty, a party born in the struggle
which was so magnificently chronicled in the "Roots" of Alex Haley's family. Abraham
Lincoln and the other fathers of our party were committed to the ideals of liberty

and the pursuit of a happiness best attained without the unwarranted intrustion of
government.

And while we have endured electoral misfortune in the recent past, we haven't lost
because of the positions we took, and certainly not because of the principles we share

as Republicans. We just didn't get our message across. To many, we are perceived as

a party of "againsters", a party that cares for the rich and not the poor; the business-
man and not the consumer; the industrialist and not the environmentalist; those who can
help themselves and not those who need help. But you and I know that this is not true.
We know that the party of Lincoln is still the party of the people, that our philosophy
of Timited government and individual Tiberty best represents the views of most Nebraskans
and most Americans.

Ours is a party that is -- and should be-- open to all. We do not -- and must not --
insist on uniformity of thought and style. We cannot afford entrance examinations.
So long as our roots are sound -- and they are -- there is room in the Republican
garden for many varieties.

It is time for us to rediscover and reaffirm what we stand for, our common roots as a
party. In an age of advanced technology, the quest for human liberty is still unsat-
isfied. Today, our people strain against the bonds of an over-regulated society.

In agriculture, the economy, and -- most recently -- the supply of energy -- indeed
in every corner of our lives -- Americans yearn for freedom from governmental domina-
tion.

GOVERNMENT MEDDLING

And that is the central issue separating the two parties in 1977. The new Administra-
tion in Washington appears to be dedicated to a continued high rate of government
spending on programs that invariably extend controls of one sort or another over
nearly every aspect of our lives. And there is no doubt that the Democratic Congress
is even more enthusiastic about the wisdom of active government meddling.

President Carter is going about his duties with admirable zest. His early decisions
have been coated with a thick covering of public relations wizardry, with symbolic
gestures. In the end, however, whatever emerges from the Democratic Congress is
certain to involve the heavy hand of government on your shoulder and in your pocket.

Republicans stand for less government, lower taxes, and problem-solving that draws on
the strengths of the private enterprise system and local decision making. It is
possible to present more sensible concrete alternatives to Democratic proposals --
and the Republicans in Congress are doing that this year. But, believe me, it would
be a lot easier if there were more of us in Washington.

On any number of issues, Republican positions are sound, our programs are responsive
and politically appealing.

Much of the nation has been suffering from a severe shortage of natural gas. Schools,
stores, and other working places had to be shut down in many states. Although the
warning signs were clear for all to see, the last Congress did nothing to increase the
production of fuel. Distortions in the market are created by unrealistic government

e regulation. Future supplies are unpredictable. And depdning on where they live, some
consumers pay more, others less.
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DEREGULATION NEEDED

Meanwhile, the new Congress has responded to the winter crisis in a characteristic
cosmetic fashion, sending the President a so-called Emergency Natural Gas Act that
does nothing to increase badly needed supplies of natural gas. Deregulation of
natural gas at the well-head is long overdue, but the President's stand is unclear.
But one thing is clear: If President Ford and the Republicans had been listened to
in the Tast Congress, supplies of natural gas for homes, for fertilizer for Nebraska
farms, and for American business would not be in such short supply today.

Nebraska farmers must also be concerned about the lack of action or attention given
to agriculture by the new Administration. Farmers here, as in my home state of
Kansas, are confronted with a dose of hard, not particularly pleasant, economic facts.
Wheat prices are down almost $2 a bushel from two years ago. And corn prices are a
dollar Tower than in 1974. Farmers simply cannot buy tractors and combines and other
farm equipment at current prices. As a consequence, farm manufacturing is also
suffering.

WHEN WILL ADMINISTRATION ACT?

Farmers are wondering when and if President Carter and Secretary Bergland will use

the authority they already have to adjust loan rates for corn and wheat. I recall

a few months ago when charges were frequently made that loan rates were too low and
that they should be increased. What happened to that campaign rhetoric? Now, I

hear Secretary Bergland expressing concern that we will have difficulty exporting

grain if loan rates are too high. I even hear the Secretary suggesting the possibility
the loan rates could remain at the existing level with a slight adjustment for corn

and feed grains.

Now, I don't advocate hasty decisions. I, too, am concerned that excessive loan
rate levels could result in difficulties for our export sales. But, as I stated
last month when I introduced the farm bill with Senator Talmadge, I feel we should
make every effort to increase the minimum loan rate to 80% of the target price.

But we need the recommendations of the new Department of Agriculture if we are to
legislate intelligently. Farm prices are too low. Farm problems demand immediate
action. The Administration owes it to the farmers here in Nebraska and Kansas and

everywhere to move expeditiously on this problem. And we Republicans are ready to
help.

And we'll help President Carter reorganize the federal government to make it more
responsive to the American people. The need to make some sense out of the bureau-
cracy is urgent. Republicans were fighting for efficient reorganization of the
Executive branch long before President Carter took office. And it was the Republican
leadership of the House of Representatives which introduced President Carter's
reorganization plan after the Democratic power barons there refused to endorse it,
fearing a loss of influence over their entrenched fiefdoms in the bureaucracy.

EMPLOYMENT TAX CREDIT

And we Republicans also agree with President Carter that the economy is in need of
an economic stimulus. But we want a policy that is expansionary without being
inflationary. The President has called for a one-shot $50 tax rebate and a large-
scale program of temporary federally financed jobs. We think the American people
deserve permanent tax reductions, not just temporary relief. And we want to help
encourage permanent, rewarding, productive employment in the private sector.

To this end, as far back as 1965, I advocated enactment of legislation to provide

an indirect wage subsidy -- a tax credit -- to private employers who hire more

workers on their payrolls. Given a choice between raising prices and increasing
production by hiring more workers, and thus creating more real jobs, employers

would have every reason to choose the latter course. This is an example of a sensible,
workable Republican alternative to Democratic policies. It demonstrates that our
party need not be perceived as obstructionist or negative. It is sound economically”
and politically attractive.

So, the issues are there. The opportunities are there. The future of the Republican
party in Nebraska and across this nation can be bright. But it won't be unless we
let the people know where we stand, why we stand there, and convince them that we

L have their best interests at heart. We must recognize that people are not going to
come beating on our door, begging to be Republicans. We have to go out and get them.
I think we should focus heavily on recruitment. We need the women, the young, the
blacks, the Hispanics, the ethnics, and the Indians. We need working men and women.
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These groups may not be easy to reach. But how better to test the vitality of our
Republican beliefs than by persuading these groups, face to face, as individuals,
that what we stand for best serves their interest. How better to demonstrate that
we stand for the interest of all Americans by reaching out across the whole broad
spectrum of our population for new members and new candidates.

“ GRASS ROOTS EFFORT

But strong candidates and Republican elected officials are not enough. They are not
the key to making our party strong. Anyone who has ever run for public office knows
that the battle is won or lost in the trenches -- when the housewives, farmers,
businessmen and women, and laborers are together. It's the grass roots effort that
it takes to win. And it's going to take just such an effort to restore the GOP in
Nebraska and across the United States.

We don't have to wait to make our comeback. If we work hard, act constructively,
talk in a positive manner, and if we begin now. Indeed, if we don't begin now, we
may not have a comeback.

So, we have sacrifices to make. We have tremendous opportunities. We have hard work
to do.

Today; when we honor the founder of our party, is a good day to begin.
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