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JANUARY 29, 1977 Claude Alexander 

QOLE ASKS HEARINGS ON UNUICATION Cl-IURCH 

HASHINGTON, O.C. ---Senator Bob Dole asked Fri day for hearings to consider 

uhether activities of the Unification Church may violate laws governing its tax 

exempt status. 
11 Wi ttlout infringing upon the religious be1 iefs of the Unification Church, 

there have been enough questions raised in the media, in Congressional hearings, 
and by private individuals about the activities of the organization to warrant 
looking into the possibility of tax law violat ·ions, 11 Dole said. 11 Some of these 
questions were pointed up in an informal meeting I sponsored last year, and addi-
tional supportive information has become avu.ilable since then. 11 

In making the request for hearings~ 00le ci ted reports about the possibility 
of tax exempt Unification Church participati on in political campdigns, efforts to 
ltnfl uence 1 egislation, and use of ta.x exempt funds in profit mak'ing enterprises. 
Dole said hearings could be held without infringing upon the religious freedom of 
the group. 

Dole's request was made in a letter to Senater Floyd Haskell (D-Colo), Chair-
man of the Senate Subcommittee on Administi"ation of the Internal Kevenue Code. 
Dole is the senior Republican on the Subcommittee. 

The entire ~xt of Dole's letter to Haskell follm"s; 

Dear Senator Haskell: 

Recent Reports indicate that the Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of 
!Jorld Christianity, commonly knmm as the Unification Church~ has been involveo iq 
activities which may violate laws governing tax-exempt organizations. As the 
ranking minority member of the Subcommittee on Administration of the Internal Rev-
~nue Code9 I believe we should hold hearings on the matter. 

l\s you know9 Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code states that no tax-
exempt organization may "participate in, or intervene in {including the publishing 
or distributing of statements)9 any political campaign on behalf of any candidate 
for public office.~ Sworn testimony has been presented before the Subcommittee on 
International Organizations that the Freedom Leadership Foundation, ~Jhich is ap-
parently operated by tax-exempt funds and people from the Unifi cation Church, has 
actively participated in at least two Congressional races. 

Tax exempt organizations are barred in any substantial degree from "carrying on 
propoganda. or otherwise attempting, to influence legislation." Tile Unification 
Church has allegedly worked on behalf of, and at the direction of, the Korean gov-
ernment in order to create a legislative and political climate favorable to it. 
According to several sources, the Unification Church has actively sought to gain 
political influence in Congress. These alleged activities have caused many people 
to question whether the Unification Church is "organizaed and operated exc1usively 
for religious .•• purposes," as eequired for tax-exempt status, or whether it is 
organized for political purposes. 

The Internal Revenue Code also states that a tax-exempt organizatbn must be a 
group where 11 no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any 
private shareholder or individual.'! Questions have been raised about the possible 
transfer of tax-exempt funds to profit-or~ented organizations which are not tax-
free. There h;!ve also '.:>een allegationsthat Rev. Sun Myung Moon, the leader of the 
Unification Church, receives an unusually large compensation. 

(more) 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 1 of 2
s-press_020_021_020_A1b.pdf



7hese questions are totally separate from any religious beliefs or practices of 
t he Unification Church, so the Subcommittee could properly hol~ hearings with-
out infringing upon the religious freedom of the group. ;ll'!ainy issues concerning 
t he tax-exempt status of the Unification Church have existed f'r several years, 
and clarification has not been provided by the I.R.S. 

There is some question as to t he ability of the I.R.S. to meani'l9fully audit t he 
:Jni fi ca ti on Church. R~portedly iri l914, the ·on·; ficatfo'ri Church \1<11 untarily filed 
a tax return stati-ng total assets and net worth equal .fo -$500.64 and no income. 
~ihen the Unification Church apparently owns millions of dollars Porth of property, 
a $500 net worth and no income seems highly 'improbable~:·''' o,; ' ' ,. -- . •' 

In view of th'e widespl"ead ·cOticern, ' t believe the Subcommittee sh·luld clear up 
these questions. If the allegations are false, the Unification Ctiurch should not 
be burdened wi'th ·them. ' lf the :anegations a're true, we slhould -:n·ot b~ subsidizing 
the activities of the group py allowi ng a tax-exempt status. I uqe that hearings 
~a scheduled at the earliest possibl e date. 
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Sincerely. 
BOB 'DOLE 
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