
NEWS''°'" \U 
\ 

U.S. Senator 
Bob Dole 
(R.-Kans.) New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-6521 

FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT COf\jTACT: JANET ANOERSO~! 

FROM THE NATinN' S CAPITOL 
BY SENATOR BOR DOLE 

FOnn STl\MPS 
171 

During the August Con9ressiona1 recess, I have been 111orking on a major food 
stamp reform bill for introduction shortly after r.bnQress reconvenes in September. 
This leqislative activity is prompted by recent stories about abuse of the fcod 
stamp program by non-needy families and in other instances, reports of truly needy 
persons who have b~en forced to wait up to several weeks to receive assistance. 
Clearly, both of these situations call for chanqes in food stamp leqislation. 

InPITIFY PRO!lLD-·1S 
In an effort to identify the most effective method of remedying these food 

stamp problems, the Senate last year unanimously passed Senate Resolution 58, a 
resolution I sponosred, directinQ the Department of A~riculture to make rP.commenda-
tions for changes in the federal program. The USnA report, issued last month in 
response to the resolution, unfortunately did not offer many substantive recommen-
dations. It did, however, provide MUch useful information on rates of participa-
tion, the number of eligible persons, costs of the proqram and its relationship 
to other public assistance programs. Not suprisingly, the report reveals that the 
vast majority of food stamp recipients are in the low-income ranQe, with over 
qo percent of participatin~ households havinq incomes below $7000. and 77 percent 
:·,aving incomes below $50rJO. 

Still eligibility guidelines for food stamps are lax, and it is apparent that 
a fundamental restructuring of eliqibility criteria is needed to restore public 
confidence in the program•s integrity. ~Y attention will be focused on the certi-
fication and application process. The ke.v to effective revision of the entire 
~rogram lies in simplyfying the food stamp application fonri, thus expeditinq 
certification, while at the same time restrictinq the eligibilit.v criteria so non-
needy persons will not be able to qualify. 
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EFFECT IVE~ESS NEEDEO 
In 11qht of the recession and the projected slow, but steady, economic recover~ 

it is evident that Congress must move quickly to reform the food stamp program so 
that it effectively serves the needy. And, just as important, we must tighten 
eligib1lity criteria to assure that the non-needy do not qualify. It is tiMe 
Congress acts to insure that the food stamp program meets th~ nutritional require-
ments of the poor but does not force the taxpayer to support those capab1e of 
helpinq themselves. The bill \tie are workinq on is intended to do just that. 
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