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D1LE '.;PPOSES GAO 1<Ec o:~i iE. !Di\TIO l n ! PCST/\L SERVICE 

!1\SilUGT'J .~ , D.C. ·-- Senator ,;01: Gol '"~ t9day .expr~ssed opposition to a recom-

t11~11. • ation by tl1e U.S. General 1kcount iw:1 Office vrh ich Ctllls for acceler~ted . .... . { . . 

cl os ings of 3rd and 4th class rura l ~est offices~ Dole pointed out th~t the ~100 

1Jillion anticipated savin·JS Mas ro. l ativ,~ l~L i ,n.sj_ 9ni.ficant in cor.1pa rison to th~ to-
. . . :.. ~~' '· : . 

tal S2.3 billi on deficit r aJ lized bv t h2 Postal Service in 1974. and he called . ~ i : . . . • :.- . 

for further Conciressional stu:1v befor e such action is taken. 
'' , . · · . I . ·; ~ ~ : r 

'.!hen you consider t:1at sorne t 1 10 :d1li0il. fa;.i ilies ~rou ld be affected 

Ly the suggested closing of ap proxi na tely 12 ,nO? i::d:ct itioaal rural post offices. 

tl1c relative· benefits of t J1 e s1iall savin0s J;:!s~rve careful.scrutiny ,' Dole said. 
"On the basis of the inforf:lat i .on '.'e npv1 hav.c , I •·ould !1ave to oppose any i r:;me-

diate ifi;p l euent:it ion of t f1e r12cour.ienJation. " 

Tl1e GAO report to Cow1r ess 1·1as riade Ju~1e 4. rccor.1mcndi no that the l!. S. 

Postal Service should ' 1 accch~ratc: ·' its mov,:> ~ to close 3rd .and 4th class rural 

post offices . many of uhich re gul a rly oper~t~ cit . a ;def ic;:it .. GA;) officials 

believe t hat Con0ress s hould amend the 1971 Postal Reorgan ization .'\ct to 0ive the 

Postal Service cfoar authority to substantially s peed up t!~1e clos i nc:Js " provided 

tiler~ \·•ill be · no ch::cline in 11a il se rvic ::! to r ural CL1stoners. 

Dole calleJ the r0port •· usefu l on the r·eneral subject of postal service 

deficit o~erations , :,i..! t expr8ss ei.:: dou i· ts about its recomnenctat ions. 

'The central problem i nvo lve(:. here ~" Dole sai d, ' rela tes to 1.-•ho decides 

1·rhet he r the substituted n1a i l service is as 'JOOd. and at •.1hn t point? The letters 

-no r e-
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I've Geen receiving from rural r esidents in Kansas in~icate that substituted 

service is P.Ot as good " and I con't s e~ ho·. 1 accelerating the process of closing 

the sraall post offices is going to improv.~ the r ecord. · 

Jhen Congress enacted t~e Postal r eorganization Act in ln11 , it stipulated 

the Postal Service must provLI~ ''pro1npt, r e liable and efficient services to 

customers in all areas. It further directed t hat , "'. '.o small ·.post office shall 

b~ clos ,=?J sol ely for operati r:· at a ~1e ficH~ Under tllis provision . the Postal 

Service ha s proc·=ede;.; cau tiously in t l1e closin1 of rural post offices. GAO 

officials \Jant Congress to reword the.: provision in such a ••ay that the Postal 

Service •rill have a clear manJn tr: to y roceed · ·it.ti closin;i s r 1ore rapidly •.•here 

it feel s that 2qu~valent :1nil scrvi c .~ c a. ~ r'e substitute·J , by rural route exten-

sion or contractor- operate~ c~~wnity post offices. 

· The GJ\J report inJ ic i'.i t es that t he Postal Service is no·1 ap'1l y in!.} the 

closing provision "restrictively r ;-:quiri n(t strirY<'nt criteria in addition to 

econo1:iy to be r,K~ t befor ~~ an office can be con si ,~:- r,~ 'i for conversion. ' The report 

also statas t hat increased Pos t al S e~vice cos ts are l ar1e ly e ttri ~ utab l e to 

risin~ s il lary costs ~ \/hich have nore t:Ji-~ doubled si nc e~ 1 ~~6.) . 

In light of t hes ,:: f acts , ·' Dol e s~hL. ' it l"Oul:J see1.1 t h;;i t Con0ress shoul d 

ta ke a close and careful _ look at the principe1l rea ::;c..ns for tlie Postal Service . " . ' ) 

defici t ', ~for~ revisins i t s .'\ct of 1':'71. '" Sen.:it0r Dole su9geste1J t '.i e Senate 

Post nfficc and Civil Service Couriitte~ s :1oulc; consi de r hol ding h0ari nns on the 

r 2vision . in ord~r to hear difflrin1 n~inions on the matt~r . •, ,. 
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