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DOLE .INTRODUCES BILL TO EX.TEND- CO~ERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM 

·congressman J3ob Dole {R-Ka.nsas) has introduced legislation which would amend and 

extend the Conservation Reserve Program, a land. retirement _pltl.n under which 28. 7 million 
. \ 

ae:res_of' cropland have been taken out of prodllction in ·re-cent years. 

11 The program was terminated in 1960," Dole said, "tind the government's land re-

_tirement agreements with farmers begin expiring in considerable volume this year, 

although some contracts will run through 1969. Mo~t of this acreage will be returned· 

to crop production if the Conservation Reserve Program is not . extended. 

"The bill I have introduced would authorize'.·the Secreta~y of' Agriculture, during 

~he !ive-year period 1962-66, t.o extend present contracts, oth~r than contracts for 

the establishment o:r tree cover, for f'rom three to ten years beyond present terminso-

tion dates. · The bill .also provides for a review by the Secretary of the rate of 

· annual payments. 

11 Kansas has 12,637 farms in the -Conservation Reserve Prograxn, with 1,446,586 

acres under contract.. Annual payments to particip-Ating Kansas :farmers totaled 

$17 ,.220,382 -during 1960 for an average payment . .1'f $ll. 90 per acre... Unless the· prognmi 

is extended., some 80, 000 KP_nsa.s acres will come l'l'Ut of the cropl.a.nd. reserve in 1962, 

..an . ..sdditional 334,ooo acres in l.963 and, by the e~ of 1969, all. .present contra.eta . 

·· wuld be terminated. 

nMost of this land is pl"esently in grass and .i.egume eover • . Virtually .e.ll of' it 

will 1')1"obably go back into· crops, and with a much high.er production potential, unless 

a.ction is taken now to ext.end the Conservation Res~e Pro.gram • . 

"Farmers and loea.l. communities have already II¥3de the adjustments involved in the 

retirement of ·the r.crea.g.e ~:w in tbe CRP. It would b:e nothing short ·l'lf ridicull\u.a 

t.o :":"n.fi"'i\l!'age the. return of' these a.cres to crop prcrluction at l\. time .when the Adminis-

.. trat:l...-:)n has .under consideration A. new, massive, costly l.and. retirement program report.· 

ed to involve as much as 68 mill.ion acres, 11 !Z>.le ooncluded .. 
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