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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Office of Congressman Bob Dole
February 8, 1962 2Ll House Office Building
Hashingtbn‘ 25, D. C.
DOLE INTRODUCES BILI TO EXTEND CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM

Congressman Bob Dole (R-Kensas) has introduced legislation which would emend and
extend the Conservation Reserve Program, a land retirement plan under which 28.7 million
acres of cropland have been taken out of prodnc‘i‘:.ion in .I_jrecent :;rea.ra.

"The program was terminated in 1960," Dole said, "dnd the government's land re-
tirement agreements with farmers begin expiring in considerable volume thie year,
although some contracts will run through 1969. Most of this acreage will be returned
to crop production if the Conmservation Reserve Pi*ogram is rfot extended.

“The bill T have introduced would authorizethe Secretaky of Agriculture, during
the five~year period 196266, to extend present contracts, othér than contracts for
the establishment of tree cover, for from three to ten years beyond present terminae
tion dates.  The bill also provides for a review by the Secreta‘ry of the rate of
annual payments.

"Kansas has 12,637 farms in the Conservation Reserve Program, with 1,446,586
scres under contract. Anmual payments to participsting Kansas farmers totaled
$17,220,382 during 1960 for an average payment Af $11.90 per acre. Unless the program
is extended, some 80,000 Krnsas acres will come aut of the cropland reserve in 1962,
an sdditional 334,000 acres in 1963 and, by the end of 1969, all present comtracts
“would be terminated.

"Most of this land is presently in grass and .iegume eover. Virtually all of it
will probaebly go back into crops, and with a mich higher production potential, unless
action is taken now to extend the Conservation Reserve Program.

"Parmers and loeal communities have alresdy mede the adjustments involved in the
retirement of ‘the nereage naw in the CRP. It would be nothing short ~f ridiculsus
to ~nocurage the return of these acree teo crop proiuction at a time when the Adminis=
+tration has under consideration a new, massive, costly land retirement program reporte

ed to involve as much as 68 million acres," Dale copcluded. .
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