NEWS

FROM: SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER s
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: WALT RIKER
MAY 3, 1993 (202) 224-5358

WHITE HOUSE’S $23 MILLION LIE

CLINTON MISSES BOAT ON WICHITA BOATHOUSE

Wrong again! The White House was wrong on the so-called
stimulus bill, and they’re wrong on the Wichita boathouse. The
Clinton administration really missed the boat on this one. It’s
a $23 million lie, and there’s no way the White House can defend

S

The fact is my letter was a waiver request that had nothing
to do with the President’s so-called stimulus bill and its
billions of dollars in deficit spending. Here are the facts:

1) Wichita received $500,000 from the federal government’s
CDBG program in 1980 -- that’s right, 13 years ago! -- to help
purchase and renovate a senior citizen center. Local matching
funds helped finish the project.

“

2) The senior center closed in 1992 to move its operations
to a larger fac111ty.

3) Slncenthat time, the vacant building on the edge of the
Arkansas River has turned into a hangout for drugs and crime.

4) As a result, city officials -- instead of paying to
demolish the building -- now want to lease the building to a
charitable foundation that intends to ré¢éhabilitate the vacant
building with private funds to turn it into a boathouse. To
change the purpose of this building, the city was required by law
to seek a waiver from HUD.

5) The city asked me and area Congressman Dan Glickman to
approach HUD to urge that Wichita’s request for a waiver be
carefully considered -~ a request for a waiver of purpose, not a
request for new money and deficit spending. On March 5th, my
Wichita office sent a letter to HUD asking that the city’s waiver
request be considered.

L]

6) The White House lied.

7) There’s no $23 million boathouse, no deficit spending, no
new money, no connection with the President’s deadbeat "stimulus"
bill, and no truth coming from a White House staff that is ill-
serving the President with these sophomoric attacks.

3 8) If the White House wants to play hardball, I’'m ready to
suit up.

So it looks like another ploy from the never-ending Clinton
campaign has backfired. It may be a joke to the White House, but
the American people aren’‘t laughing at the Clinton
Administration’s petty political games -- the American people
want the White House to move on to serious issues, such as health
care reform, reducing the deficit, waging war on crime, and
bringing peace to Bosnia.
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A3 Dear 1 e Madrigal

I an ur:.t:.ng on behalf of the Arkansas River Foundation to
:equest reconsideration of your decision to- deny a waiver requiring
:eimbursement of CDGB funds by the City of chhlta for a vacant

—————

1
r:understand that this request was® denied in accordance with provision
'CFR 570.505 (b).

This building is currently vacant and I understand.that permit;.
ave been issued and bids have been let to raze the structure. Given!
fhef fact that idemolition of this structure will provide:no

kopportunity for reclamation and that razing it will eliminate any
reinbursement irequirement on the paxt of the city of Wichita, I

R TVaaG: hat waiving the reimbursement requirement is’a common sense 5
_solution. ]

:?’-
The ne“'gaxn for tha City under the proposed re-use will be to
;revitaliZE a deteriorating area and to provide a source of income to
-the City through a lease agreement with the Foundation. I believe
this is a more positive approach than continuing to allow the

property to decline and eventually be demollshed

o FTIR S Serr SR 1
i ad S Gk et LM

.,”Thank you for your consideration of this request to reconsider R
your deternmination of January 29. If you have guestions concerning - ~°
this matter please contact Melissa Gregory of my office at (316)
_62}8395 as she, is assisting me with this ratter.

best regards,

j‘
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Despite having the boathouse
projegt maligned by the president
cn caticnal TV, Schodat remmined
in a groeTs moed Sunday. He stilt
hopes to see paddieboats, sailboals
and canoss ply the Arkansas River
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At a blackiie benquet Saturday
night, President (intoa mockad ooz
of his frequent critic — Sen. Bob
Dole — by citing Dole’s request “i0
convert a senior ditizers’ center to a
boathouse in Kemses™

Dole was asked about the Arkan-

/Ry, s River boathowse on natiocal TV

‘boathouse allegation

Sunday, and replisd that he doesn't
zﬂnﬂgwmerequﬁ'l'hem&
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The presdemt got the benquel
crowd rparing when he said that
Dole had requested $23 million in
federal aid for the boathouse proj-
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And that i pot true, says Wichita
atigrney Richerd Schodorf, ¥vice
presideat of the Ariansas River
Foupdziion. First, because the boat
house will cost only $350,000 — oo
$23 millicn .

But mare importantly, “We'te 10
aking for any federal mopey 2

hall,'Schododsaid."Notaoenim
Sce DOLE, Page 144
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e Mnited States Senate e

WASHINGTON. PC 20610-1801
Maxrch 5, 1993

Mr. Miguel t. Madrigal, Director

- 0ffice of Community Planning and Development
U.8. Department of Housing and Urban Development
400 State Avenue, Gateway Tower II
Kanaaa city, K8 66101~2406

‘Dear Mr. Madmigal°

I

I am writing at the behest of: thencitizens=of-Wlchita,” — 7
"Kansas., It has come to my attention that the City of Wichita i :
-~has requested a letter of concurrence from your office o5
% concerning the use of a building purxchased with funds from a

TQCDBG grant. |

¢

: It is my understanding that the grant was originally
. ; obtained to purchase and renovate the building for use as a
- center for senior citizens. It is also my understanding that
the senior center has moved to new quarters and essentially
gtripped the interior of the facility when they relocated.
The building;is currently in a state of disrepair with-no
occupying tenant, leaving it subject to break-ins and further
deterio:ation.

o R T T

'The City of Wichita is considering leasing the facility-'to a
:charitable foundation that intends to renovate the structure
‘and use it as a boat house for the general public. Both the .

- Ubuilding in question and the boat house concept have :
historical significance to the city. The proposed public use
of- the facility as well as the revitalization of this '
blighted axea seem to be goals which fit well within the
contemplated purpose of the community grant program.

Respectfully, I ask that every consideration be randered B
toward the City of Wichita'’s request. If you should have any
questions or if I may be able to help in any way, please do
not hesitate to call on me through my Wichita Senate Office
where Dave Spears will assist me in monitoring this request.
That address is 100 N. Broadway, Wichita, Kansas 67202,
telaphone (316) 263-4956, FAX (316) 264~ 8446,

slncerely,

BOB Déz'
United States

PRMTED ON ALCYCLED PArER

FFICE OF CPD
2 KANSAS CITY
REGIONAL OFFICE




This press release is from the collections at the Robert J. Dole Archive and Special Collections, University of Kansas.
. Please contact us with any questions or comments: hitp://dolearchive.ku.edu/ask

f,v“‘“o- J.8. Dopartmont of Bouwlng and Urban Davelopment
p g ;\1 Kangae Clty Reglonal Ofrice, Rogion YII
- 1 & Cataway Tower 11
ﬁf 400 Btate Avenue
: %’“uu Kaneag City, Kanocere 66G101-2406

SENDOLE === 8
| : KAR 2 2 1993
ﬂbnorable ﬁob.Dolé -m[EnrtTIE

. United States ‘Senate _ WICKH X
. 100 North Broadway : HITA OFFICE
chhita, KS 67202

March 18, 1993

Dear Senator Dole:

:a_ This is in response to your 1etter”datedearch 5, ;3337q;r;::i:£§
.expressing your support for the propoaed,renovation of S G T Y
‘c;ty-owned ‘building prevxously used as-a Senior Center,. into

a?boat house.

: This matter ‘has also recently been: the Bub]ect of i
interest to both the City of Wichxta‘and Congreaaman
Glickman, -
In order to provide you with a complete record to date,
N ‘are enclosing all of the incoming and cutgoing

rreapondence on thia matter. . ;ﬁ

3
i

osition. " One of the isgues we addressed was that there was
nsuff&cxent information provided by the city to detegmine
whéether the proposal meets a national objective of the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) prOgram. This is a

requlrement of all CDBG-funded activities.

P

‘We also invite your attention to the Clty Mannger's-“'
_;igtt@r dated Maxch 5, - 1993, which outlinea the city!a
S current plan, .

;Your interest in the CDBG program ia appreclated. gfse
“you: have any queationa, please contact me at (913) 236~

Sincerely,

®- r Lareleys LAY
Acting Regional Adminia
- " Regional Houeing Copimi






