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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MAY 3, 1993 

CONTACT: WALT RIKER 
(202) 224-5358 

WHITE HOUSE'S $23 MILLION LIE 
CLINTON MISSES BOAT ON WICHITA BOATHOUSE 

Wrong again! The White House was wrong on the so-called 
stimulus bill, and they're wrong on the Wichita boathouse. The 
Clinton administration really missed the boat on this one. It's 
a $23 million lie, and there's no way the White House can defend 
it. 

The fact is my letter was a waiver request that had nothing 
to do with the President's so-called stimulus bill and its 
billions of dollars in deficit spending. Here are the facts: 

.. 

1) Wichita received $500,000 from the federal government's 
CDBG program in ~ -- that's right, 13 years ago! -- to help 
purchase and renovate a senior citizen center. Local matching 
funds helped finish the project. 

2) The s~nior center closed in 1992 to move. its operations 
to a larger f~cility . 

II :; 
3) Since l!that time, the vacant building on the edge of the 

Arkansas River has turned into a hangout .for drugs and crime. 

4) As a result, city officials -- instead of paying to 
demolish the building -- now want to l~ase the building to a 
charitable foundation that intends to r~habilitate the vacant 
building with ;,private funds to turn it into a boathouse. To 
change the pu~ose of this building, the city was required by law 
to seek a waiV.er from HUD. 

H ,, 
5) The c{ty asked me and area Congressman Dan Glickman to 

approach HUD co urge that Wichita's request for a waiver be 
carefully cons:idered -- a request for a waiver of purpose, not a 
request for new money and deficit spending. On March 5th, my 
Wichita effie~ sent a letter to HUD asking that the city's waiver 
request be co~~idered. 

!I 

6) The White House lied. 

7) There's no $23 million boathouse, no deficit spending, no 
new money, no connection with the President's deadbeat "stimulus" 
bill, and no truth coming from a White House staff that is ill­
serving the President with these sophomoric attacks • 

. 
8) If the White House wants to play hardball, I'm ready to 

suit up. 
·' 

So it looks like another ploy from the never-ending Clinton 
campaign has backfired. It may be a joke to the White House, but 
the American people aren't laughing at the Clinton 
Administration's petty political games -- the American people 
want the White House to move on to serious issues, such as health 
care reform, reducing the deficit, waging war on crime, and 
bringing peace to Bosnia. 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, OC 20515-1 ti04 -.... ... - ................. ... m:.-.::: :::x:t:=:: :::~ 
February 16, 1993 

I \ 
Mr. Migue l P. ' Madrigal 
Director, Offic~ ·community Pl~nning & Development 

:U.s. Dept. of• Housing and Urban Development 
400 state Avenue 
Gateway Tower : rx 

: Kansas city, Ransas 66101-2406 
! 
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Dear Mr. Madrigal: 
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,:: ">·.· . I am writing on behalf of the Arkansas River Foundation to 
:: .::::--_:/ r&ques t reconsideration of· your decision to · deny a waiver req-..1irinq 

· -:'.:,:· reimbursement i of CDGB f unds by the City of Wichita for a vacant 
· :; '~~~:\·.~::;:; b""u ilding that was acquired and rehabili-tated "!t'i th these funds. I 

:· 

· ·<.: ;· f'\.l"nderstand that this raquest was -· denied• in accordance with provision 
. · ~_;:CFR. 57 0. 505 (b) • • ·: 

. 7-:' --· .~:: -:o:c;>.:·.',. I · • ." 
. "·' .. . ·. ::;.:.... . This building is. currently vacant and I understand . that permits . > 
.:·-:·.~.· ·;. nave been iss~ed and bids have· been let to raze the structure: Given . :; 

· .. ~~.:.f~~~:0;Jfi8'·(fact that idemolition o.t : this structure will provide.:..n6 e< 
· ·::t;:-;~~~3)ppbrtunity for recla1nation and. that razing it will eliininate· any ;; 

__ ::~ ~.:.:::~~ reimbursement !requirement on the part ·or the City of Wichita, I ... 
f: · .~.;·-;::{XJ:sucjgest that waiving the reiinbursement requirement is· a common sense · ~: 
t< ··:-.:/:::~·~· iiol ution . · · _ .. 
1. : -:.:-•.•..• !" ~~ ::.: 

.r. .. ~:.:::-':. ~-·.:. The net ~gain for the city under the proposed re-use will be to 

.f :·~~.:~·:~:": .. _ re_vi talize a deteriorating area and to provide a SO'Ut'Ce of income tO 
·'!.-?.:. the. City through a lease agree:rnent with the Foundation. I beliave 
·~~·';.<·!: this is a r.~o:re positive approach than continuing to allow the 

... "\,. . ·..::.:;~ pi'operty t o decline and eventually be d emol i shed. . ·} 
• 

0 
• '/'.A ~f... 0 • o 0 

-:· - ... · .......... , ~ . . . . . . . .. :_ . . : · ... -:~ .. _ .. ~~, 
. / -Thank: you· for your ·cons.id.eration of this· ·request to reconsider ~ .. 

.. :::. :':· r determination of January 29 •. If you hava . questions concerning · ' 
.;~,:~·':i·~: .. this matter please contact· Melissa Gregory of my office at (316) • 
. · ·· ... 62-839 6 as she . is·. assisting me with this matter. ·. !;.1 
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President smacks Dole 
with boathouse allegation 
?roject supporters 
5ay .QmtQP. qff base 
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~ w4ihi7i,.~ ~ 
W ASHINGION - Strange as tt 

seems. Wicbita•s _pcopceed boat­
house h2S baame the subJect of a 
natlooal poGtical rbubarb - end In 
this poUtcal ski.-mish. truth haS be­
come the firSt ~ty. 

At a black-tie ben.quet Saturday 
nlg!1t. President Oi:lkXl IDCClfd oae 
ot his treqnent ~ - Sea Bob 
Dole- by citing Dole's ~ --m 
con<mt a senior dti2Er5 ceoter to a 
boatbouse m J{zns2S."" 

· Do~ was 2Sled al>ou.t tt:e Artan­
"'- sas River ~ on na1ioaa1 TV 

.• 

Sunday aod replied 'that be doesn't remember (he ~The truth is, 

went m 1 1urtller. 
ne pres;dent gat the ~t 
crowd rouiDg 1iben he sa3d tba1 
Dole bad ~ $23 mUliOn ~ 
federal ald far t:be boathouse ptq· 
ed. which be imPlied was "ttlll of 

~ ttat is oot true. says W!dJ:lta 
attorney ltid'l2ld Scbodorf, ~ 
~t o! the ~ RiVet 
FO'~ F1.~ beCaU9e the toat 
house 1loin c05t onl'J $8SO,OOO - aol 
$?..3 millicn. , 

Bll1 more UDp011anti.Y. "We're llO 
a:smg for aoy federal mooeY a 
all, .. SchodOrf said "'Not a ctDt. no 

See D()l.E. Page 4J 
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mnitr:d eStates ~cnetc 
WASHINGTON, PC 201510-11101 

March 5, 1993 

Mr. Miguel t. Madr~gal, Director 
Office of Community Plann~ng and Development 
U.S. Dopnrtment of Housing and Urban Development 
400 State A~enue 1 Gateway Tower II 
Xaneas City,i ~S 66101-2406 

I . 

Dear Mr. Mad~igal: 
\ 

RlllfS 

····--··..-··--~--- .. · --~-
' 

I am writing at the behest of: the~:.c.ttiz·en&--of=wlchlt·a=;:' .== ..::::=-='-: 
- Kansas. It has come to my attention that the City of Wichita ,· i:~--; ·i,· ... { 

.... has requested a letter of concurrence from your office · . ~~ - ~ 

. ::_.~;('Cco0nBGoerning t~e use of a building purchased with funds from a · . :· -'.·./:~:· .. '.;:":.\1 
.. :·· ..... grant. , 

•• _ .. ~ .. 
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· . Honorable hob Dol~ 
-~-_ United State~ =sen~te 

. 100 North ' Broadway 
: wichita, K~ 67202 

' Dear Senator Dole: 
i 

0.8. DopartJDont of sou•iaq and tlrJ:>an OeYelopment 

JCAn•u City Ro9iond O!t 1ee, Rogion VII 
Gat6WAY TOwer lt 
400 Shto Avenue 
Xan••• City, ~ano&a 4G101-2406 

March 18, 1993 

. . .. This i~ in response to your l~~t.~~--dat;ed....U~~..h.-:·5, -~:~-~3.-,~ :=:" _-:::=-.. ::::-::..:.: 
·., .~: :·. · · . . e~preesing [YOUr support .. ~or tf:le prop6ae'd;-:.ieriovat·±on of :-a---- ·-·- --- --

. . )_ . ..,'·:~::: .'~-.··. cJ.ty-owned !building prevJ.ously used as···a Senior Center 1. into ·· 
. -.- ... ,... . . ' b t h -~; 
.. : :~ '_,··':~:~-~·;:.~{· a :.. oa ou s e . 

.. -.... £ :~ ;:·::: >~ ;t::: .. ·• :~~ ~ .. ! . 
··::::.:·~··i·"':_::~::.-:.:)·":,· This matter has also recently be.en~·the eubject of 

. -: ''·::_::.\._-.. interest to both the City of Wichita land Congre_ a_sman 
· ·· ·):<:-·Glickman. 

i 

~-

:;:~{:_-~-~-.;~?:/f~fi~t(.:· In ordJr. to provide you wi1;h a ~omplete record to date, 
_-.·~~·n;~·-::{.;.;·~·;, w~:tare encl'osing all of the incoming and outgoing· 
·;:~~§';{~·~{:/~correspondence ·on this matter. ·?.·-: 
~·::\:!fi?~~~~it~:t"¥i~ . . ' y 

.. : ~~:~!~f~8~f~~:.)Hth regard. to your concern, we refer yo~- to our · . 
. _,,·,,,_'!-~;;;:;._~ le.tter to the c1.ty dated January 29, 1993, whJ.ch states our · 

. - . ~ ...... ·"'· \. ...... ":',~~ . . . . . 
':;t~f7"~2i~~~ P,q!~tl.?n :· On~. of the l.ssues ~e addressed "'!as that the£~ was. 
-:,;~·!f ~-~:-;:ft- insuffl.Ol.ent 1nforrnat!on provl.ded by the e1ty to detetml.ne 
. . \~~;~\~;~~~-;,~.~-~ther the, proposal meets a national objective of the 
::·~-'::-~ ·:..-·.:~··~~:-~~~n;Inity Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. This is ~ 

.. ··- .,"' J 

I .. 
·,: 

' .. 

. : ~-~~-:~;·_;-~ __ _- .'.:, ;!~ul.rement of all CDBG-funded activities. 
·~:::;~.·-.. :~-i::~:~~;~ .. ~. :~~- .• .. 

· ::::,t:((.:i,.t._ We also invite your a.ttention to the City: Manaqer's .··... · ·· . 

:~;~1i.~~~~':Jt.~· f.·· ci.ue-~t~t~~h t d ~i:~ . J.tarc h s ' 19 9 3 ' which outli n ea t ha, ;c ~ ~r ~-~~<:-' ;~ ~' '" . -:; r-~~},i\~ 
interest in the CDBG program is appreciated. · If' · · .... -~. ~~~:( 

ree 

.. . . ' 

questions,- please contaot me at (913) 236~ 2~ ~ · ·. · ... · · ·· , :_- .. t~:~Y;~:. 

~ ·. ··- "' .• .:-

Sincerely, \<'',_=:'· ::·:-
.. ... ; .: .:.. . ~ 

./JXi~-~~ 
r . .. 

_Acting· Regional. Admin , .ra~()r ·: - . ·. ._ :. 
Regional· Hou'eing ~ co J.Ssl.oner ··· · 

. ..;;- -.··-. 

.· .. : · .. ... ~ 
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