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STATEMENT OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 
CONSTITUTIONAL PRQTECT 

FOR THE FLAG 

LAST THURSDAY EVENING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DEFEATED A 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO PROTECT THE AMERICAN FLAG FROM DESECRATION. 
AS THE VOTES CAME IN; AS MEMBERS WATCHED CLOSELY TO SEE WHICH WAY IT 
WAS GOING; AS THE OPPONENTS OF THE FLAG PROTECTION AMENDMENT FINALLY 
GOT ENOUGH VOTES TO KILL THE AMENDMENT, THERE WAS A GREAT CHEER IN THE 
HOUSE CHAMBER; MEMBERS SMILED, SHOOK HANDS, LAUGHED -- PROBABLY SOME 
HIGH FIVES, TOO. THEY HAD WON A BIG, BIG VICTORY. 

THE PAIN OF 
FLAG DESECRATION 

MEANWHILE, A WISCONSIN COUPLE SPENT THE DAY IN AGONY. THEY HAD 
BEEN THE LATEST VICTIMS OF THE FLAG BURNERS. THERE WASN'T ANY 
CELEBRATION IN FOND DU LAC THAT DAY. GEORGE AND BEVERLY RHOADES WERE IN 
MOURNING AGAIN. 

YOU SEE, THE DESECRATORS HAD STOLEN A FLAG FROM THE RHOADES' 
FRONT YARD WHERE THE FAMILY HAD PROUDLY ERECTED A HOMEMADE MEMORIAL TO 
THEIR SON LOUIS, AN 18-YEAR-OLD ARMY MEDIC WHO WAS KILLED IN COMBAT IN 
VIET NAM 22 YEARS AGO. 

THE DESECRATORS DIDN'T JUST STEAL THE FLAG. THEY BURNED IT. THE 
CHARRED REMAINS WERE EVENTUALLY FOUND NEAR SOME RESTAURANT. IT'S THE 
THIRD FLAG THE DESECRATORS HAVE STOLEN SINCE NOVEMBER. 

WE'VE HEARD A LOT OF RHETORIC THESE PAST WEEKS ABOUT THE FLAG. 
ABOUT THE BILL OF RIGHTS. AND FREE SPEECH AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT. NOW 
LET'S HEAR FROM MRS. RHOADES: 

"MY SON DIED FOR THAT FLAG AND I THINK I WOULD, TOO," SHE SAID. 
II I I M PRETTY DISGUSTED. II 

"IF OUR OLD PRESIDENTS LIKE WASHINGTON AND LINCOLN WERE HERE, I 
THINK THEY WOULD BE PRETTY DISGUSTED BY THE WAY OUR COUNTRY IS BEING 
RUN I II MRS. RHOADES ADDED. 

FLAG BURNING ISN'T ABOUT FREE SPEECH. IT'S ABOUT MALICIOUS 
CONDUCT; CONDUCT THAT HURTS. THE KIND OF HURT THE RHOADES FAMILY IS 
TRYING TO COPE WITH RIGHT NOW. 

IT IS THE SAME KIND OF HURT MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF AMERICANS 
FEEL WHEN THEY SEE OLD GLORY MUTILATED, SPAT UPON, TRAMPLED AND 
TORCHED. 

WORDS FROM THE 
HEARTLAND OF AMERICA 

LAST WEEK, SERVICES WERE HELD IN SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA FOR 
POLICE OFFICER JAMES McKNIGHT, WHO WAS GUNNED DOWN IN THE LINE OF DUTY. 
HIS 10-YEAR-OLD SON KEVIN PROUDLY ACCEPTED THE FOLDED AMERICAN FLAG 
THAT ONCE DRAPED HIS FATHER'S CASKET. NOW 1 KEVIN'S FLAG MAY NEVER BE 
BURNED OR MUTILATED, BUT ONE CAN ONLY IMAGINE THE KIND OF PAIN THAT 
YOUNG MAN WILL PROBABLY FEEL FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE WHENEVER HE SEES 
A FLAG GO UP IN SMOKE. THE SAME PAIN GEORGE AND BEVERLY RHOADES ARE 
FEELING RIGHT NOW. 

MRS. RHOADES DOESN'T KNOW WHO DESECRATED HER SON'S MEMORIAL. BUT 
SHE IS ABSOLUTELY DETERMINED TO SEE THIS NATION ENACT A FLAG PROTECTION 
AMENDMENT. 

"WE'LL KEEP FIGHTING," SHE SAID. "THERE'S NO PATRIOTISM IN OUR 
COUNTRY ANYMORE FOR OUR YOUNG CHILDREN TO LOOK UP TO. " 

(MORE) 



.. 
This press release is from the collections at the Robert J. Dole Archive and Special Collections, University of Kansas. 

MEANWHffl!Se:flfltM '1f~im'~safC0~~t!~~/d~~iv~~~a~UST CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND WHAT CONGRESS IS UP TO; THEY CAN'T COMPREHEND WHY CONGRESS 
IS STANDING IN THEIR WAY; WHY CONGRESS REFUSES TO LET THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE DEFEND THEIR FLAG.WE'VE HEARD FROM THE ACADEMICS, THE LAWYERS 
AND THE CYNICS. BUT LET'S HEAR FROM MR. AND MRS. HENRY WINTER OF 
BURDETT, KANSAS. IN A LETTER WRITTEN ON FLAG DAY, THE WINTERS SEE IN 
OLD GLORY WHAT THE SELF-PROCLAIMED CONSTITUTIONAL EXPERTS WILL NEVER 
SEE: 

"WE ARE PROUD AMERICANS AND WE FLEW OUR FLAG TODAY. IT BLEW 
FREELY IN THE WESTERN KANSAS WIND. IT FLEW TO REMIND PASSERS-BY ON THIS 
COUNTRY ROAD WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE IN THIS COUNTRY, GOING ABOUT OUR 
WORK, PROUD TO BE LIVING FREE -- THANKING ALL WHO GAVE OF THEIR LIVES 
THAT WE MIGHT DO SO. AND THEN WE HAVE THIS SUPREME COURT RULING. WE 
JUST GET A LITTLE RILED UP." 

AMERICA IS PLENTY "RILED UP." 
THE FIVE MISCONCEPTIONS 

AND A LOT OF US ARE "RILED UP" ABOUT SOME OF THE MISINFORMATION 
OUR OPPONENTS ARE SPREADING. AS I SEE IT, THERE ARE FIVE MAJOR 
MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT AND ABOUT THOSE OF US 
WHO SUPPORT IT: 

MISCONCEPTION ONE: WE ARE AMENDING THE BILL OF RIGHTS FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN HISTORY. 

FALSE: THAT IS A HOAX. THE SIMPLE TRUTH IS, THE FLAG AMENDMENT 
CHANGES NOTHING IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE KNOW THAT 
THE FIRST AMENDMENT -- AN AMENDMENT WHICH STATES THAT 'CONGRESS SHALL 
MAKE NO LAW ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH' -- WAS NEVER INTENDED TO 
PROTECT THE ACT OF FLAG BURNING. THAT'S WHY 48 STATES HAVE PASSED FLAG 
DESECRATION STATUTES. 

I HAVE REVIEWED A STATEMENT MADE BY THE DISTINGUISHED SENATOR 
FROM MASSACHUSETTS, SENATOR KENNEDY, DURING LAST WEEK'S JUDICIARY 
COMMITTEE HEARING. 

THE DISTINGUISHED SENATOR SAID THAT "FLAG BURNING IS A DESPICABLE 
ACT." ON THIS POINT, SENATOR KENNEDY IS ABSOLUTELY RIGHT! FLAG BURNING 
IS AN ACT -- NOT SPEECH. IT IS CONDUCT -- MALICIOUS CONDUCT, NOT 
SPEECH. 

LISTEN TO JUSTICE HUGO BLACK, ONE OF NATION'S MOST ZEALOUS 
DEFENDERS OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT, WHO WROTE: "IT PASSES MY BELIEF THAT 
ANYTHING IN THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION BARS A STATE FROM MAKING THE 
DELIBERATE BURNING OF THE FLAG AN OFFENSE." 

LISTEN TO FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, NO REAGAN COURT 
APPOINTEE, WHO SAID THAT "I BELIEVE THAT THE STATES AND THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT HAVE THE POWER TO PROTECT THE FLAG FROM ACTS OF DESECRATION 
AND DISGRACE." 

LISTEN TO JUSTICE ABE FORTAS, APPOINTED TO THE COURT BY PRESIDENT 
LYNDON JOHNSON, WHO SAID: "THE STATES AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAVE 
THE POWER TO PROTECT THE FLAG FROM ACTS OF DESECRATION IN PUBLIC." 

SO IT'S NOT JUST THE AMERICAN LEGION. IT'S NOT JUST THE VETERANS 
OF FOREIGN WARS. IT'S NOT JUST THE RHOADES FAMILY OF WISCONSIN. IT'S 
NOT JUST THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA. IT'S NOT JUST THE WINTERS 
OF BURDETT, KANSAS. IT'S NOT JUST THE NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF 
AMERICA -- WHO BELIEVE THAT FLAG DESECRATION HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE 
FIRST AMENDMENT OR FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 

MISCONCEPTION TWO: CONGRESS SHOULD DECIDE THE FLAG BURNING ISSUE. 
FALSE: THE PEOPLE SHOULD DECIDE. THAT IS WHAT THE FOUNDING 

FATHERS WANTED. AND THAT IS WHY THEY MADE THE PROCESS TO CHANGE THE 
CONSTITUTION SO CHALLENGING. UNFORTUNATELY, THE PEOPLE MAY NEVER GET 
THE CHANCE TO AMEND THEIR CONSTITUTION TO PROTECT THEIR FLAG: CONGRESS 
ALWAYS KNOWS BEST. 

TRY SELLING THAT ONE TO THE MEN AND WOMEN OF DOUGLASS, KANSAS. 
THIS WEEK THEIR CITY COUNCIL -- FED UP WITH CONGRESS' FLAG FILIBUSTER -
- VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO MAKE FLAG BURNING ILLEGAL. 

MAYOR RON HOWARD SPOKE FOR AMERICA WHEN HE SAID: "DOWN HERE, WE 
BELIEVE IN THE FLAG. I'M NO LAWYER, BUT IT'S COME TO THE POINT THAT 
WE'VE GOT TO DO WHATEVER WE CAN TO PROTECT THE FLAG AND LATER SEE IF IT 
FLIES. I JUST GOT FRUSTRATED WITH CONGRESS AND THE SUPREME COURT." 

IT'S PRETTY CLEAR TO ME IT IS TIME TO LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE FOR A 
CHANGE. 

MISCONCEPTION THREE: SUPPORTERS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
ARE DEMAGOGUES • 

FALSE: I MUST SAY IT IS A LITTLE SURPRISING TO HEAR ON THE FLOOR 
OF THE SENATE THAT WE SOMEHOW HAVE TO "APOLOGIZE" FOR A DEBATE ABOUT 
PROTECTING THE AMERICAN FLAG FROM DESECRATION. 

(MORE) 
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I ALWAYS THOUGHT THE FLAG WAS SOMETHING SPECIAL. I ALWAYS THOUGHT 
WE HAD A RIGHT TO STAND UP FOR THE FLAG WITHOUT BEING ACCUSED OF BEING 
A "DEMAGOGUE" BY SOME LIBERAL EDITORIAL WRITER OR POLITICAL 
OPPORTUNIST. 

IN MY VIEW, ABOUT ALL WE'VE HEARD FROM OUR OPPONENTS IS A FRENZY 
ABOUT THEIR OWN CAMPAIGNS AND RE-ELECTION PROSPECTS; ABOUT CAMPAIGN 
COMMERCIALS AND THE TERROR OF FACING THE PEOPLE OUT ON THE CAMPAIGN 
TRAIL. I THOUGHT WE WERE DEBATING THE CONSTITUTIONAL MERITS OF A FLAG 
AMENDMENT. ALL THIS NERVOUS CAMPAIGN CHATTER IS UNWORTHY OF THIS 
DEBATE. 

MISCONCEPTION FOUR: THE HOUSE "OVERWHELMINGLY REJECTED" THE FLAG 
AMENDMENT. 

FALSE: THE TRUTH IS, A MAJORITY OF HOUSE MEMBERS VOTED FOR THE 
FLAG AMENDMENT. LET ME REPEAT THAT FACT: A MAJORITY OF HOUSE MEMBERS 
SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO PROTECT THE FLAG. 254 MEMBERS 
VOTED FOR IT, OR 58 PERCENT OF THE HOUSE. 

LET'S FACE IT, IF YOU WERE ELECTED BY A 58 PERCENT MAJORITY, 
YOU'D BE TOUTING IT AS A "LANDSLIDE". 

MISCONCEPTION FIVE: DEBATING THE FLAG AMENDMENT IS A WASTE OF 
SENATE TIME. 

TRAGICALLY FALSE: THIS IS PERHAPS THE MOST OFFENSIVE ATTACK BY 
THE OPPOSITION. IF PROTECTING THE FLAG DOESN'T DESERVE PRIORITY 
TREATMENT IN THE HALLS OF CONGRESS, THEN WE DON'T STAND FOR MUCH AROUND 
HERE. 

LET'S TALK ABOUT WASTING TIME FOR A MINUTE. LET'S TALK ABOUT THE 
HATCH ACT. LET'S TALK ABOUT BEING FORCED TO DEAL WITH THAT BLATANTLY 
POLITICAL PACKAGE FOR SEVEN DAYS. BUT LOOK AT TODAY'S WASHINGTON POST. 
A NEW POLL OF FEDERAL WORKERS SHOWS THAT THEY ARE "INDIFFERENT" ABOUT 
THE HATCH ACT -- THAT 27 PERCENT OF THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE DON'T WANT TO 
ENGAGE IN POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND ANOTHER 41 PERCENT DON'T CAREl YET WE 
WERE TOLD THIS WAS ONE OF THOSE ISSUES OF THE DECADE. 

WE SPENT TWO DAYS DEBATING A FEDERAL FLAG STATUTE THAT EVERYONE 
KNEW WAS DEAD, DEAD, DEAD. WE SPENT 21 DAYS THIS YEAR ON THE CLEAN AIR 
ACT. DON'T GET ME WRONG, THAT IS A PRIORITY -- A LANDMARK. BUT DOESN'T 
THE AMERICAN FLAG DESERVE THE SAME KIND OF RESPECT? 

AND THEN LOOK AT THE CALENDAR. LOOK AT ALL THE LEGISLATION 
WAITING TO COME TO THE FLOOR. WE HAVE 150 PROCLAMATIONS ON DECK, AND 81 
COMMEMORATIVE OR MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS. WE HAVE "WORLD AIDS DAY" , 
"NATIONAL TAP DANCE DAY", AND THE "DECADE OF THE BRAIN" AWAITING FINAL 
ACTION. NOW THESE ARE WELL-MEANING EFFORTS AND I DON'T MEAN TO 
TRIVIALIZE THEM. BUT DO THEY HAVE ANY MORE PRIORITY -- ANY MORE 
LEGITIMACY -- THAN THE AMERICAN FLAG? 

I DON'T THINK SO. AND NEITHER DO GEORGE AND BEVERLY RHOADES OF 
FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN; NOR MR. AND MRS. WINTER OF BURDETT, KANSAS. NOR 
DO THE PEOPLE OF POLAND, DENMARK AND SWITZERLAND, WHERE THE AMERICAN 
FLAG RECEIVES MORE PROTECTION THAN IT DOES NOW HERE ON AMERICAN SOIL. 

WHAT ARE OPPONENTS 
AFRAID OF? 

SO WHAT ARE OUR OPPONENTS AFRAID OF? APPARENTLY, IT IS THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE. THE LAST THING THE ANTI-FLAG AMENDMENT CROWD WANTS IS 
A CONFRONTATION WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

THE LAST TIME I LOOKED, THE AMERICAN FLAG HAD 50 STARS ON IT; 50 
STARS FOR 50 STATES; 50 STARS FOR 50 STATE LEGISLATURES; 50 STARS FOR 
50 STATES OF REAL PEOPLE WHO WILL BE CUT OUT OF OLD GLORY IF THE 
CONGRESS CONTINUES ITS STUBBORN AND ARROGANT FILIBUSTER. THE 
CONSTITUTION SAYS, "WE THE PEOPLE", NOT "WE THE CONGRESS." 

"WE'LL KEEP FIGHTING" 
IN ITS ARROGANCE, CONGRESS HAS IGNORED THE WORDS OF OUR GREAT 

CHIEF JUSTICE, JOHN MARSHALL, WHO POINTED OUT YEARS AGO WHAT SHOULD BE 
OBVIOUS TO US TODAY: "THE PEOPLE MADE THE CONSTITUTION, AND THE PEOPLE 
CAN UNMAKE IT. IT IS THE CREATURE OF THEIR WILL, AND LIVES ONLY BY 
THEIR WILL. II 

THIS AMENDMENT DOES NOT CHANGE THE BILL OF RIGHTS. IT DOES NOT 
"DO VIOLENCE" TO THE FIRST AMENDMENT. 

THIS AMENDMENT RESCUES THE BILL OF RIGHTS BY CORRECTING THE 
SUPREME COURT'S RED, WHITE AND BLUE BLUNDER. IT RESTORES THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT BY SAYING "NO" TO THE FIVE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT WHO 
HAVE DISTORTED DECADES OF PRECEDENT, DECADES OF ACCEPTED PRACTICE, AND 
DECADES OF REVERENCE AND RESPECT FOR AMERICA'S PRIDE AND JOY. 

THE FLAG FILIBUSTER MAY WIN TODAY, BUT THE FLAG'S DAY WILL COME. 
I DON'T HAVE MUCH FAITH IN CONGRESS, BUT I HAVE A WHOLE LOT OF FAITH IN 
AMERICANS LIKE BEVERLY RHOADES. 

"WE'LL KEEP FIGHTING," SHE SAID. "THERE'S NO PATRIOTISM IN OUR 
COUNTRY ANYMORE FOR OUR YOUNG CHILDREN TO LOOK UP TO." 
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