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OPENING STATE�ENT OF SE�ATOR DOLE FOR 

PRESS CONFERE�CE 0� DIS�8ILITY AGREE�E�T 

I FEEL CONFIDENT THAT I· AM SPEAKING FOR M.l\.NY �E�13ERS OF T9E 

HOUSE AND SE�ATE �vHEN I SAY THAT I .��1 VERY PLE."I\SED TO BE 

���OUNCING THE RESOLUTION OF THE SOCil\.L SECURITY DISABILITY 

INSURANCE ISSUE. FOR THE BETT:SR PART OF T�.VO YE.'\RS, �'IE I� 

CONGRESS H.�VE BEE� �·lORKING TO DEVELOP Z\. BIP.l\RTISAN APPROACH TO 

DIS�BILITY REFOR� ��D TO FORGE A 3ILL TqAT PROTECTS THE INTERESTS 

OF THE DISABLED i'l!THOUT LEADING TO RU�A�'ll\.Y GRO�>ITH IN THE PROGR.Z\.'1. 

I THINK t'lE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THAT I� TqiS CONFERE�CE l\.GREE�1ENT. 

JUST THIS '10RNING, T.VE RECEIVED THE FINAL SIGNATURES ON THE 

CONFERENCE REPORT, GIVING THIS LEGISLATION THE UNI\NP10US SUPPORT 

OF ALL OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE CONFEREES. 

RE�CHING THIS AGREEMENT HAS BEE� .\ IDNG .�ND D!Fr'ICUI.T 

PROCESS. THE LEGISLI\TION 11.1ANDATING THE CONTROVER-3!!\L PBR"!OOIC 

ELIGIBILITY REVIEWS �AS APPROVED BY CO�GRESS ��D SIG�ED t�T0 L'� 

BY PRESIDENT CARTER IN 1980. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO CONDUCT THE 

MORE THAN 2 �1ILLION REVIE'-'IS THEN FELL ON THE REAGAN 

ADMINISTRATION, BUT �VITHOUT A.NY SPECIAL LBGISLATIV E PROVISIONS 

FOR ASSESSING THE ELIGIBILITY OF PEOPLE NHO HAD BEEN ON THE ROLLS 

FOR HANY YEARS. �iANY PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN UNCOVERED SINCE THE 

REVIE�1S BEGAN IN 1981. T'ffiiLE THE ADMINISTRATION UNDERTOOK i\ 

SERIES OF AD'1INISTRATIVE INITI�TIVES TO I4PROVE THE QUALITY OF 

THE REVIEW PROCESS, PR03LE4S REMAINED THAT REQUIRED LEGISLATIVE 

REMEDIES. IT IS UNFORTUNATE FOR ALL CONCERNED THAT THESE 
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PROBLE11S \'lERE NOT ANTICIPATED WHEN THE ORI G IN�L LEGISLATIO� Tvl\S 

ENACTED. 

THIS CONFERENCE AGREE�ENT "1AKES �1AJOR CTil\NGES IN THE lvAY 

DISA'9ILI�Y REVIB.'lS ARE CONDTJCTSD. FOR THE FIRST TI:--iE, 7\ CL'E�� 

STANDARD OF REVIEtv FOR PEOPLE ON THE ROLLS NILL BE SPE LLE D OUT IN 

T:IE LA'v. A FIND INS OF '1EDI C 7\L I�PROVE�EN1' OR S0"1E OTHER CHa..NGE 

I':-7 THE !3ENEFICI7\RY'S CONDITION l'l!LL BE REQUIRED ALONG ·.nTH 

ABILITY TO \vORK IN ORDER FOR BENEFITS TO BE TERMINATED. IN 

ADDITION, CLEI\R STANDARDS OF RULEMAKING 1'/ILL BE SPELLED OUT FOR 

THE SOCIAL SEC URITY AD�INISTRATION IVITH THE GOAL OF REDUC ING Sm1E 

OF THE CONFUSION SURROUNDING THE C RI TERI A BEING USED BY THE STATE 

!\GE�JCTES, AD'1INIS�R.l\1'IVE L.l\W .JUDGES A.:-1D THE FEDERl\L COURr::'S. IT 

IS �·1Y H')PE THAT THESE 7\..l'-iD '1ANY OTHER P ROVISIO�S OF THE CONFERENCE 

l\GRE::;�1E:-JT �' H LL PROVIDE A NEW SENSl.!: OF C�NFIDENCE TO THE DISZ\.BLED 

POPULATION IN THE ACCURACY 7\ND FAIRNESS OF THE DISI\BILITY REVIEW 

PROCESS. 

THIS LEGISLATION IS NOT PERFECT, OF COURSE. THE PROBLE'1S �·lE 

HAVE SEEN IN THE DI S ABILITY INSURANCE PROGRA� ARE COMPLEX 7\ND 

VIE\'IS VARY \'l!DELY ON THE BEST T'lAY TO RESOLVE THEM. 3UT IN MY 

VIE'v, THIS IS A GOOD CO�PRmUSE TFiAT BAU\NCES THE VARIOUS 

INTERESTS. THE BASIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR DISABILITY 

9ENEFITS HAVE BEEN CLARIFIED AND MADE MORE EXPLIC IT. THI S  SHOULD 

ALLO�IJ THE REVIEWS, t>lHICH WERE SUSPENDED BY THE AD�INISTR.!\TION 
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LAST SPRING, TO BE RESU'·1ED I� AN ORDERLY NAY A�D CO�DUCT'SD ON' A 

UNIFOR�1, NATIONNIDE B.l\SI S. 

�1.1\.NY PEOPLE ARE TO BE CC>'1'1ENDED FOR THE ROLE TqEY PLl\.TID IN 

THE DEVELOPHENT OF THIS LEGISLATION. CONGRESS"1l\.�� PICr<LE, 

CHAIR!1l\N OF T:IE HOUSE SOCIAL SECURI'!'Y SUBCm1�ITTEE, l\ND THE qoUSE 

CONFEREES SHONED 1\. REAL WILLINGNESS TO TRY TO ACt:0�1'10DATE THE 

SENATE POSITION ON REFORH. T'iE SENATE CONFEREES--SENATORS 

PACK�·J'OOD, ROTH, Dl\.NFORT:I, IJ.)NG, BENTSEN, .1\ND �10YNIHAN--AND OTHER 

OF NY COLLEAGUES--SENATORS COHEN, HEINZ, LEVIN, DU_RENBERG�R AND . 

�IEL�1S, TO �1?\�1E A FEN--HAVE WORKED DILIGENTLY TO HELP �ESOLVE T HIS 

DIFFICULT ISSUE. FINALLY, I'D LIKE TO NOTE THE STJPPORT TvE'VE 

RS:':EIVED FRO!·t THE l\D'1INISTRATION I� H:::::LPI�G TO D�VETJ)P 'l"ES 

CO�PRO�ISE AGREEMENT. 

IN CLOSI�G, t'lE HOPE TO SEE THIS LEGISL:'\TI<Y� SIG�1ED p;n:o Lt\"1 

I� THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. T'lE EXPECT '1'0 FILE 'J.'HE CONFEI-U::tJCS RE'i?ORT 

ON THE 1984 SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY AMEND�1ENTS TONIGHT AND 

HOPE TO HAVE IT APPROVED BY BOTH HOUSES AND TO THE PRESIDENT'S 

DESK BY NEXT WEEK. 
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