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JULY 14 - EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE JUDICIARY CONNIT T EE 

SCHOOL PRAYER 

MR. CHAIRMAN. PUBLIC PRAYER AND THE ACKNOWLEDGENLNT OF A SUPREME 

BEING HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A FUNDANENTAL PART O F  OUR NATION'S HERITAGE. 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, ITSELF, PROCLAINS IT SELF-EVIDENT 

THAT "ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL, THAT THEY ARE E NDO\lED BY THE CREATOR 

WITH CERTAlN UNALIENABLE RIGHTS." NEARLY EVERY PRESIDENT SINCE 

WASHINGTON HAS PROCLAIMED A NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING. 

OUR COINS BEAR THE LEG E ND "IN GOD \ŖE TRUST" AND THIS \iAS ŗlADE THE 

SimLARLY, ŘlANY OF OUR PAlRlOTIC SONGS 

INVOKE THE NAME OF GOD AND ASK HIS BLESSINGS. 

CONSISTENT \HTH OUR HERITAG E , THERE HAD BEEN A LONG TRADITION OF 

INCLUDING SOME FOR�1 OF PRAYER IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS• UNTIL 1962, \mEN 

THE SUPREME COURT INVALIDATED THE NE\j YORK STATE RLGENT'S PRAYER IN THE 

CASE. O NE YE AR LATER, IN [\_G_l_fiCi1.0_fi, THE COtnn Sll\liCK [10h'N A 

PENNSYLVANIA LAW REQUI R ING THAT PUB L IC SCHOOLS l'EGIN EACH DAY \,11TH 

READINGS FROM THE BIBLE. HirHASIZING A "CmlPLI:.H /\NO UNCQUI\'OCAL" 

SEPARATION BET\4EEN CHURCH AND STATE, THE COURT CONCl.lll1[0 THAT THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LAW ADVANCED RELIGION IN VIOLATION OF THE EST/\RLISmlENT 

CLAUSE. 

IN THE YEARS FOLLO\řING ENGEL AND ABINGTON, THE COURTS H.l\VE INCREASINGLY 

RESTRICTED RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES lN TH ( PURLlC SCHOOLS. IN ..ONE CASE, 
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FOR EXAMPLE, A SCHOOL PRINCIPAL'S ORDER f-0Rl310DlNG KlNDfi%G/\RlLN 

, · STUDENTS FROM SAYING GRACE BEFORE MEALS ON THEIR OWN INITIATIVE WAS 

UPHELD. IN ANOTHER CASE, THE RECITATION OF A SIMILAR VERSE WAS HELD TO 

BE A PRAYER IN VIOLATION OF THE ESTABLISH01ENT CLAUSE. THE SUPRE ME COURT 

AFFIRMED A ·LOWER COURT DECISION ST RIKING DO\m A SCHOOL BOARD POL I CY OF 

PERMITTING S TUDENTS UPON REQUEST AND WITH THEIR. PARENl S' CONSENT, TO 

PARTICIPATE IN A ONE-MINUTE PRAYER AT THE START OF THE SCHOOL DAY. 

THE PRINCIPLES ESTABL I SH ED IN ENGEL AND ABINGTON HAVE EVEN BEEN EXTENDED 

TO PROHIBIT STUDENT ' S FROM PRAYING OUTSIDE REGULAR CLASS HOURS. THUS, IN THE 

CASE, THE FIFTH CIRCUIT INVALIDATED A SCHOOL SYSTEWS DECISION TO 

PERMIT STUDENTS TO CONDUCT VOLUNTARY i1EETINGS FOR RELI Gl OUS PURPOSES ON 

SCHOOL PROPERTY BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL HOURS, EVEN THOUGH THE SCHOOL 

PERMITTED STUDENTS WISHING TO MEET FOR NONRELIGIOUS PURPOSES THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO DO SO. 

PROPOSED CONS T IT UTI ONA L Ar·x [ N Dv1 [NT 

COURT 

I§OULD CLARIFY THAT THE ESTAGLISmjENT 

CLAUSE DOES NOT PROHIBIT VOLUNTARY PRAYER lN Plii'Ll C  SCHOOLS OR OTHER 

PUBLIC FACILITIES. IN ADDITION, TO ADDRESS A CONCERN EXPRESSED BY MANY, 

THE PROPOSAL HAS MODIFIED TO PROHIB I  T GOVERNMENT FROM COMPOSING 

SCHOOL PRAYER. 
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m���WHE VAST MAJORITY OF OUR PEOPLE BELIEVE THERE IS A NEED 

FOR PRAYER IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTIONS. I THINK IT'S TH1E 

WE RESPOND, BY PASSING THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
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