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GASOH~;ISSION 
STATEr1ENT OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

I Ar·1 PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO f'1AKE A FE\~ . . 

COMMENTS TO THIS GROUP ON THE POTENTIAL OF GASOHOL FUEL. 

MY INTEREST IN GASOHOL DATES BACK TO 1970 WHEN I WORKED 

WITH CONGRESSt-11\N TOM KLEPPE TO URGE PRESIDENT NIXON TO 

CREATE A SPECIAL TASK FORCE INVOLVING ALL THE RELATED 

DEPARH~ENT OF THE AD~1HHSTRATION TO STUDY THE POTENTIAL 

OF GASOHOL AS A FUEL. 
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AGRICULTURE AND COf1MERCE JOIN TOGETHER TO STUDY THE CONCEPT. 
IT WAS THOUGHT THAT THE CONVERSION OF GRAINS TO ALCOHOL I~OT 

ONLY \tOULD HELP SOLVE THE PROBLH1 OF CLEAN AIR., WHICH viAS 

THE ISSUE AT THAT TIME., BUT HOULD PROVIDE A TREf1ENDOUS 
ECONOMIC STIMULUS TO RURAL AMERICA. RURAL COMMUNITIES 
WOULD HAVE A BOOST TO THEIR ECONOMIES AND THAT IMPROVEMENT 
WOULD HAVE MAGNIFIED THROUGHOUT THE NATION. 

THE CONCEPT J HOHEVERJ \·JAS TURI·~ED DOHN BY THE PRESIDENT'S 
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DUE TO THE ADVERSE CALORIC 
CONVERSION RATIO. THE CONSUHPTION OF CALORIES UTILIZED TO 
PRODUCE THE NECESSARY ANHYDROUS ALCOHOL EXCEEDED THE Ar·10UNT 
OF CALORIES PRODUCED. ALSOJ THEY POINTED OUT THAT THE ENERGY 
BEING USED ~~AS FOSSIL FUELS OF SOf'·1E SORTJ AND .THAT ALTERNATIVE . 
FUEL SOURCES DID NOT EXIST . . IN CHECKING WITH TECHNICIANS 

.AND ECONOMISTS AT KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY THIS POSITION WAS 
. . 

SUBSTANTIATED. THEY DID IUDICATE THEY \~ERE ATTEMPTING TO 
DERIVE ALTERNATIVE FUEL SOURCES. 
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IN EFFORTS TO DEVELOP THESE ALTERNATIVE SOURCES., SUCH AS 

\mEAT STRAW., BUT IN THAT CASE WE LEARNED THAT THE 

TRANSPORTATION OF THE STRAW TO THE PROCESSING PLANT HOULD 

CONSUME FOSSIL FUELS AND THEREBY ADD TO THE ADVERSE 

CONVERSION RATIO. 

IN 1973 I \'lAS SUCCESSFUL \'1 I TH AN AMENDr1ENT TO THE 

1973 FARM BILL ELIMINATING THE \·/HEAT CERTIFICATE PAYr-1ENTS., 

HH ICH HERE AN ADDITIONAL DETERENT TO THE DEVELOPf1ENT ON 

NON-FOOD USES FOR WHEAT. 
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NEBRASKA AND Af1 STILL HOPEFUL THAT HE HILL BE ABLE TO 

OVERCOME THE SCIE~TIFIC AND ECONOMIC BARRIERS THAT ARE 

THRUST UP TO BLOCK THIS CONCEPT. NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH 

IS THE STRONG OPPOSITION HE HAVE ENCOUNTERED DIRECTLY OR 

INDIRECTLY FROM FOSSIL FUEL PROCESSORS AND AUTOMATIVE 

f1ANUFACTU RERERS I 

IN SEPTEMBER~ 1977~ I INTRODUCED AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

ENERGY TAX BILL THAT WAS ACCEPTED BY THE FINANCE CDr'·1f1ITTEE 

PROVIDING ELir1INATION OF THE FEDERAL 4¢ GAS TAX ON A GASOHOL 

BLEND. THIS BILL IS NOW PErmiNG IN A JOINT CONFERENCE 

CDr1tHTTEE. 
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IN THE FOOD Arm AGRICULTURE ACT OF 1977 I JOINED 

WITH SENATOR CARL CURTIS ON AN AME~DMEHT TO PROVIDE FOR 

GUARANTEED LOANS FOR UP TO $15 f1ILLION EACH FOR PILOT 

PROJECT RESEARCH ON THE USE OF AGRICULTURAL COf1f10DITIES 

IN THE PRODUCTION OF INDUSTRIAL HYDROCARBONS H~ ALCOHOL. 

THAT Ar-1ENDr·1ENT HAS ACCEPTED AND IS fWH CONTAINED IN 

SECTION 1419 OF PUBLIC LAH 95-113. THE DEPARTr1ENT OF 

AGRICULTURE IS JUST NOW IMPLEMENTING THOSE PROVISIONS 

AND MUCH INTEREST HAS BEEN SHOWN IN THE PROVISION. 

THERE ARE ~1ANY AGRICULTURAL COf·1f10DITIES CAPABLE OF 

ASSISTING IN DEVELOPING. OUR INDEPENDENCE FROM OIL AND 

OTHER FOSSIL FUELS., FOR THESE COf1f10DITIES., ARE., OF COURSE., 

RENE\~ABLE RESOURCES AND ARE NOT LH1ITED AS OUR NATURAL . 
RESOURCES SUCH AS OIL., GAS AND COAL. 
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YOU r~AY BE ASSURED THAT AS A SENATOR FROt1 KANSAS I 

SHALL CONTINUE r·1Y SUPPORT AND I tHEREST IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF GASOHOL OR ANY OTHER FUEL DEVELOPED FROf1 AGRICULTURAL 

COf1t10D IT I ES I 




