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NEWS,~ 
U.S. Senator 
Bob Dole 
(R.-Kans.) New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-6521 

FOR mr~E!HATE RELEJ\.SE CONTACT: JANET ANDERSm~ 
t~f)tJDAY, JM:UI\RY 1?, 1976 

'10LE ASKS FOR mliFICC!.TIQr~ C:J.i!JRCH AUDIT 

\•!.D.SHPlGTQM, O.C. --Senator Bob :1ole todav asked for an Interna 1 ~evenue Service audit 

of the 'Jnification Churct, headed hv '1r . Sun r1yun9 r.!oon. 

"l\ great many people in Kansas an<i other states havC! ouestioned v•hP.ther the activities 

of this 9rouo are exclusively for relic''!ioiJs purroses," Dole said. "Under our tax la"IS, 

a reli~ious group must be oroanized nnd operated exclusively for religious purposes to 

be tax exer:1ot. If this group is v1orldng for other ourposec::, \·Je should not he subsidizin9 

ther.1 with Cl tax exer1ption. 11 

~ole said the oovernment s~ould use a ~reat dPal of caution in interceding in this 

case hecause "we miJst be careful to protect the First ~~enrl~ent guarantee of religious 

freedom for a 11 .A.!1eri cans... But Dole pointed out that facts oresented by parents \•rith 

sons and dauahters in the proup and by journalists, raise eno1J9h doubt about the 

activities of the or~anization to warrant an IRS ~udit. 

Senator Dol~ listed the reDorted political activities ~nd qoals of the group anrl the 

llnification Church's or~anization eMphasis on noney collection, as possible reasons to 

question its puroorted exclusively religious ourpose. Dole said many peoole question 

\'/!'\e ther the nri)UP is based on relioion or on "brainwas'lina" an(i mind control techniques. 

The f~ct that the heat:' of the oroup, Nr. r~oon, apparently leads a lavish and affluent life 

on wealth collected hy the young peoole of the orpaniza~ion was also listed as possihly 

1 bein9 contrary to the tax exel!lption lat'l. 

The .Kansas Senator said a number of par!nts w~os~ sons or daughters have become 

involved in the organization are conteRolatin~ a trip to ''ashin~ton to meet with Federal 

officials to see wha t mi~ht be done to incr~ase their acc~ss to their chilrlren. Dole 

indicated he is loo~in<J into arrar.n!"rnents for rneetinos vtit1 let'ldinq officials in tie Justice 

f)Ppartrent, ti-l~ Internal Revenu~ Servic~ and tl-te !IT''!Iigratirm C:.:ervice. 

~ole s?.i~ a oetition beino circulated in ~~nsas end nein~boring states, requesting an 
i~v~stioation of the organization by t1e oovernment, has r.een signed by over 7,oon p~ople. 
!)('11'? added th~t v!hen the oetition is coo'"lleterL h~ plans to call it to President Ford's 
attention . 
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