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I am pleased that this subcommittee has chosen to hold ag-

ricultural pollutibn hearings in Kansas City. Kansas City is an 

agriculture community. It l ies �t the heart of the Midwest agri-

business region, and the prosperity and health bf American agri-· 

culture are vital to this city's and this area's futures. 

We are here today to hear what the people of Mid-America have 

to say about pollution, particularly that related to and affecting 

agriculture. Much has been said in recent years about the d�teri-

oration of our environment and about the concern of the American 

people for the preservation and protection of our great natural 

resources. Agriculture, as no other segment of our economy, is 

dependent upon and responsible for the natural resources of t�e 

earth. The soil and water of our nation are the raw materials 

of agriculture. They are a precious inventory that the farmer, 

the stockman and the rancher know must be guarded, and must con-

tinually be renewed and reused. By this hearing today, we �ope 

to learn what those who are involved in day to day operation of 

agribusiness enterprises think about the problems of pollution 

and about the steps that are needed to protect the environment. 

FEEDLOT POLLUTION 

Environmental protection is a significant matter to agribus-

iness, especially in the growing feedlot industry. Melville w. 

Gray, Chief Engineer and Director of the Division of Environmental 

Health for the Kansas State Department of Health, recently est-

imated that the domesticated animals raised in Kansas produce 

the same volume of wastes as measured in biochemical 

(MORE) 

This press release is from the collections at the Robert J. Dole Archive and Special Collections, University of Kansas. 
Please contact us with any questions or comments: http://dolearchive.ku.edu/ask  



DOLE -2 

oxygen demands as a human po?ulation of approximately 100 million 

persons. 

This subcommi t·tee must learn more about the extent. and impact 

of agricultural poll ut ion , particularly as it relates to feedlot 

runoff. we need to learn more about the extent and effectiveness 

of current pollut.l.on control methods, as well as what opportunity 

exists for implementing further controls that would be practical 

and economical for the farmer. we need to study the impact of ag-

ricultural wastes on groundwaters. In this regard, I believe it 

is significant to note that President Nixon has wisely called for 

an extension of water quality standards to groundvJaters. 

I would call attention at this point to the fact that the 

state of Kansas has been active· in the field of protecting water 

resources. Kansas has reg ulated feedlot pollution for several year� 

The s·tate requires feedlots to regi ster and to install water pol-

lu·;:ion control fac ilities when they are considered necessary to 

prevent runoff into streams and rivers. I am hopeful that the ex-

perience of Kansans in this area will ne valuable to this Subcom-

mitJcee. I remember some of the difficulties and discussions in 

Pratt, Kansas, when the feedlots first started there .. Adj ustments 

have been made there and all over the state in the control of feed-

lot pollution� If we can get some of these expierences and adjust-

I ments into the record, it will greatly as.sist us later in our de-

liberations on regulat:ions to insure a healthy and secure environ-

ment. 

CHEMICAL POLLUTION 

Another critical area of interest is the use and control of 

chemicals in the agricul�ural environment. Recently, concern has 

arisen over the long-�:erm effects of pesticides, herbicides , fungi_:-

cides and fertilizers used in agriculture. This concern is proper 

and should not be taken lightly. At the same time, however, it 

should be remembered that all these chemicals are tools for the 
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farmerc They are important tools that have been developed to in­

crease both the productivity and efficiency of agriculture� They 

are in large measure responsible for the greatness of American ag­

riculture today. Without these cpemicals, American farmers could 

not offset the tremendot1s drain of manpower away from rural areas 

of ou.r country They vJould not be able to meet the ever-increasing 

demand for food generated by our rising population. 

Farmers have come to depend on chemicals and I believe they 

have generally been prudent and wise in their use But some of 

these chemicals are persistent and have effects and characteristics 

·that. are not ye·t fully understood. The presence of persistent chem­

icals and their residues in the environment poses a potential hazard 

of substantial proportions. If such subs·tances should enter the 

food chains of domestic and wild animals, the ultimate consequences 

could be catastrophic ·to mane 

The citizens of the nation are entitled ·to protection against 

such prospects, and t:Je in the Congress must work to increase ou.,r 

knowledge and understanding of ·the many issues and technical ques-

tions in ·:�his area. 

For these reasons, I hope the testimony we hear today will 

tell of the steps Hid-America has taken to deal with these problems, 

and of the approaches it has employed to find answers to some of 

t:hese questions. This testimony will be extremely helpful to the 

Air and water Subcommittee in its consideration of establi�ing 

standards and regulations --- those that will prevent pollution 

but will not penalized the agribusiness community ·that is so impor-

tant to our nation. 
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