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FROM: TH£IO,Fto8~cttlt wi£r :sY. qug~7(f6ffTd~ts:a8Ff(£olearchive.ku.edulask 

NEH SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
HASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 
(202) 225-6521 

FOR Il~{EDIATE REL&~SE 

lTASHINGTON, D.C. July 13 --Eight y-nine U.S. Senators have signed 

a le ';ter expressing 17outrage" at the :·persistent, callous attitude 

manifested tm1ard U.S. personnel missing in action and at the in-

humane treatment of u.s. prisoners of war in Southeast Asia. 11 

The letter, circulated ~y Senators Bob Dole (R-Kans.) and 

Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) was sent today to North Vietnam Premier Pham 

Van Dong. 

, The North Vietnamese have blata_ntly ignored standards for 

the ~reatmen·t of prisoners of r,1ar as set forth in the Geneva 

Convention-- a treaty they signed in J357," Dole said. 

11 It is my hope t ha t this concerted effort by SE'nators from 

bot h sides of the aisle will bring ~o t he Nort h Vietnamese the 

realization ~hat Americans and t he American government will not 

let this issue rest until all American prisoners have been identi-

f i e d and returned." 

Text of the letter and list of the Senators signing it 

f olloHs: 

Dear Mr. Premier : 

TJ<.?, the undersigned members of the Unit:ed States Sena t e, 
feel compelled t o personally express our outrage at the persistent. 
callons attitude aanifested t:o•,1ard United States personnal missing 
in ac ~:ion and r:he inhumane t reatment of United States prisoners .de
ta:tned in Southeast Asia. 

In obvious disregard of human decency, the Democra~ic Re
public of V:f.etnam continually has re£used t o adhere to basic 
humani t arian obliga ·::ions concern5.ng de t ained prisoners. 

As Senatora, 't17hile we have differed over policies pursued 
by ~he United S ~ates in Southeast Asia ~ we ~ish the Democratic 
Rep:iblic of Vie t nam to recognize that 't-Je are of one mind and one 
voice in insis t ing that United S·::ates prisoners be treated in 
accordance Nith universal h11manitarian principles. It is also our 
belief that release of all American prisoners would be a most 
significant step t oT,1ard bringing peace in Southeast Asia. 
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Birch Bayh (D-Ind.); Bob Dole (R-Kans.); Gordon Allott (R-Colo.) ; 
Clinton Anderson (D-N.M.); Hm-1ard B ~ker (R-Tenn.); Henry Bellmon, 
(P..-Okla.) ; Hallace Bennett, (R-Utah) ; Alan Bible (D-Nev.); Caleb 
Boggs (R-Del.); Edward Brooke (R-Mass.) ; Quentin B~rdick (D-N.D.) ; 
Harry Byrd (D-Va.); Howard Cannon (D-Nev.) ; Clifford Case (R-N.J.); 
Frank Church (D-Idaho) ; Marlow Cook (R-Ky.); John Sherman Cooper 
(R-Ky.) : Norris Cotton (R-N.H.) ; Alan Cranston (D-Calif.); Carl 
Curtis (R-Neb.); Thomas Dodd (D··Conn.); Peter Dominick (R-Colo.) ~ 
Tom Eagle t on (D .. r1o.); James Eastland (D-Miss.); Allen Ellender 
(D-La.) : Paul Fannin (R··Ariz.) ; Hiram Fong (R-H.ail7aii); Barry Gold
tJa t er (R-Ariz . ) ; Charles Goodell (R-N. Y.) ; Albert Gore (D ··Tenn.) ; 
11ike Gravel (D ··Alaska) ; Robert Griffin {R-M~.ch.) ; Edward Gurney 
{R-Fla.) ; Clifford Hansen (R-Hyo.) ; Fred Harr5.s (D-otda.) ; Phi lip 
Hart (D -Hich.)~ Vance Hartke {D··Ind.)~ HarkHa t field (R-Ore.) ; 
Spessard Holland (D-Fla.); Ernes t Hollings {D-S.C.); Roman Hruska 
(R-Neb.) ; Harold Hlghes (D-Im1a) ~ Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) ; Jacob 
Javits {R-N.Y.); Evere t t Jordan {D-N.C.): Len Jordan (R-Idaho) ; 
Harren t1agm1son (D-Hash.) ~ Mike Uan~field (D-r1ontana) ; Charles 
Mathias {R-Hd.) ; George HcGovern (D-S.D,) ; Thomas Mcintyre (D-N.H.) ; 
Lee Hetcalf (D-Mont.) ; Jack Hiller (R·-Iowa) ; Gale !1cGee (D-Hyo.) ; 
>:·!alter I1ondale (D-Minn.) ; Joseph Montoya (D-N.M.) ; Frank Moss 
(D-Utah); Karl M•Jndt {R- S. D.); George r11rphy (R-Ca lif.) ; Edmund 
r1.!Sl·de (D-Maine) ; Gaylord Nelson (D··\tTisc.) ; Bob Pad{;to7ood {R-Ore.) ; 
James Pearson {R-Kans.) ; Claiborne Pell (D-R.I.); Charles Percy 
(R~Ill.); Hinston Prouty (R-Vt.); Hilliam Proxmire {D-l:Jisc.) ; 
Jennings Randolph (D-T·!. Va.); Abraham Ribicoff {D-Conn.); \tJilliam 
Saxbe (Rc·Ohio) ; Richard Schv1eiker (R- Pa.) ; Hugh Scott (R-·Pa.); 
Hargaret Chase Smith {R Maine) ; Ralph Smith {R-Ill.) ; John Spark
man (D-Ala.) ; Hilliam Spong (D ··Va.) ~ John St ennis (D-Miss.) ; Ted 
3 t evens (R-Alaska); Stuart Syrnineton (D-Mo.) ; Herman Talmadge (D
Ga.) ; St romThu nnond {R··S.C.); JohnTet,1er (R-Tex.); J " seph Tydings 
(R ·t1d.) ; Harrison Hilliams (D·-N .J.) ~ John Hilliams (R-Del.) ; Milton 
Young (R-N.D.); Ralph Yarborough (D-Tex.) ; John Pastore (D- R.I . ) ; 
S t ephen Young (R-Ohio). 
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