
This press release is from the collections at the Robert J . Dole Archive and Special Collections, University of Kansas. 
Please contact us with any questions or comments: http://dolearchive.ku.edu/ask 

COUNTIES: BOB COLE 
1ST DI8TRICT. I<AHaAS BARTON HODGE: MAN RAWUNS 

CHiiYiiHHIE JEWELL RIPUBUC 
CLARK KEARH'I ROOKS 
CLOUD KIOWA RUSH 

lOll c.- HOutiE O I'FICE ElUti..OI­

AitEA CiODE 202 

Qtongrtss of tbt 11 nittb ~tatts 
DECATUR LAHE RUSSELL 

225-2715 EDWARDS LINCOLN SAUNii 
ELLIS LOGAN SCOTT 
EI..LSWORT>t MEADE SEWARD 

COMMITTEES, 
AGRICUL TUR.Ii Jlou'e of 1\epre.Rntatibt.i FINNEY M ITCHELL SHIERID.U. 

FORD MORTON SHiiRMAH 

"""" NESS SMITH 
QOW ... MIENT OPIERA"MQrrolll 

GRAHAM HORTON 8TAF1'0"" 

~ington, ~.ft. 20515 GRAHT osao,...E STANTON 

DISTRICT OFFICE: GRAY OTTAWA STIEVIiHS 

lot FEDERAL aJL D WG 

GR.IEAT _,.D• KAN8AS ... 

GREELEY PAWNEE THOMAS 
HAMILTON PHILLIPS TREGO 
HASKELL PRATT WAL.L..ACIE 

All lEA CIODE: Ill _ ...... WICHITA 

Following is my statement on H.R. 12555 relating to V.A. pensions and which passed 
unanimously in the House of Representatives on December 15. I trust you may find 
it of interest; and, if you should have any questions, please let me know. 

* • • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MR. DOLE. Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly support the bill H.R. 12555,not 

only because it increases the rate of non-service connected pensions, but also 

because it increases the overall maximum income limitations. 

This bill protects every veteran, widow, and child receiving monthly 

VA pension benefits against reduction or termination of such benefits that might 

result from the social security increase passed by Congress earlier in the week. 

During the opening days of the 90th Congress, I introduced a bill, 

H.R. 3952, to rectify an injustice affecting many, many veterans whose pensions 

were reduced as a result of the modest social security increase voted by the 89th 

Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, in most instances, these veterans received a social secur-

ity annuity which placed them slightly under one of the income limits established 

by law for entitlement to a certain rate of pension. When the social security in-

crease, though slight, was approved, it was sufficient to put the veteran in a 

higher income bracket, thus reducing or terminating his payments. Though the 

amount varied with the individual case, I understand that each of the more than 

29,000 veterans concerned lost considerably more in pension than he gained in 

social security. 

H.R. 12555, fortunately, insures that there will be no repetition of the 

incidents referred to where veterans lost income by the increase voted by Congress 

in social security. 

The bill contains several additional desirable features. It increases 

the maximum income limitations of all pension laws, the so-called old law as well 

as the new law, by $200. It relates the amount of pension payments more closely 

to financial need. It increases the monthly rate of pension for more than one 

million veterans, widows, and children. It extends eligibility for pension to ap-

proximately 10,000 new pensioners. Most important, however, it establishes a some-

what permanent solution to this continually recurring problem for pensioners each 

time social security benefits are increased. 
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