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Congressman Bob Dole, a Republican member of the Livestock and Grains Sub-

committee, made this statement following the Subcommittee's action on the Ad-
ministration's so-called “strategic grain reserve bill".

“The Administration measure was defeated because it was not, in fact, a

reserve bill, but simply a device to further stabilize and manipulate the price

farmers receive for their commodities. Had the Administration and some Democrat

members of the Committee been willing to insulate the stocks acquired under the

provisions of the reserve bill, it would have passed without difficulty. In my

opinion, the 6 to 6 vote on the amendment offered by Congressman John Zwach of

Minnesota indicated the Administration was not interested in a true reserve pro-

posal. The Zwach Amendment would have prevented the release of any reserve stocks

at less than 100 percent of parity. This amendment would insulate the stocks

from the market, resulting in significant increases in the market prices. 6

Republicans voted for the Zwach Amendment, and significantly, 6 Democrats opposed

it. This should leave no doubt as to which Party is interested in improving farm

income.

""The cost of the Administration reserve proposal has been estimated at some-

where between $300 million and $1 billion. However, witnesses appearing for the

Administration persist in telling members of the Subcommittee that they cannot
estimate the cost or that it will cost as little as $10 million the first year

This lack of candor by Administration witnesses is another indication that the

Administration bill is nothing but a political gimmick designed for the sole pur-

pose of bailing out Democrats in rural areas in the 1968 elections. This Ad-

ministration, which has boasted for years about reducing surpluses and which has

taken credit for saving the taxpayers millions of dollars in storage costs, now

asks the Congress to give them specific authority to do what they have so loudly

and continuously condemned.

*"The American farmer knows firsthand how this Administration has controlled
the market price he receives for his commodities by periodic 'dumping' of wheat

and feed grains. The great majority of farmers are opposed to giving the Ad-

ministration any further license to drive down market prices. The Administration
grain reserve bill is not in the best interests of the American farmer or the non-
farmer taxpayer. Efforts by this Administration to push it through .the Congress
are another admission of failure and frustration and belated recognition by the

Administration that its farm policies are highly unpopular in rural America."





