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NEWS REIEASE Liberal , Kansas September 23, 1967 

Congressman Bob Dole, (R-Kans.) speaking at an Agricultural Economic 
Conference at Liberal today, indicated the future econooic development 
of Soutmrest Kansas depends largely on continued utilization and expansion 
of underground \'Tater reserves in that area. 

Dole pointed out that over 800,000 acres in 19 southwest counties are 
presently under irrigation. 

·~."ith this development in irrigation, 11 Dole said, 11we have witnessed 
steady advances in the production of grain sorghums, of corn for silage, 
and of alfalfa. \'le have witnessed a proliferation of beef population 
in the southwest. Rapid expansion of the feed lot and meat packing 
industries complements the Agribusiness package in the area. 11 

The First District Congressman asserted one of the critical problems 
facing fa.I'Jrers in this and other areas is a shortage of capital, and 
that an acute need for low interest money exists. 

Congressman Dole speaking later today at a meetine of the Anadarko 
Chapter of the Society of American Petroleum Engineers, also at Liberal, 
emphasized the need for a continuing source of domestic oil for national 
defense. Dole pointed out the recent middle east war brought on the 
need for a strong, d~~amic petroleum industry in the United States. 




