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July 4, 1967

Congressman Bob Dole was the principal speaker at the 1st Annual Community-
wide Celebration of Independence Day in Great Bend last night. Dole stated, "Vhile
Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence, said, 'Eternal vigi-
lance is the price of liberty,' the notion exists today in some quarters that there
is no longer any need to pay that price; that the War for American Independence hav-
ing been fought and won -- and succeeding generations having fought to preserve
our freedom -- the benefits of those sacrifices can be enjoyed by our generation
without paying any price at all. In sum, those who hold to this notion conceive
freedom and rights to be independent of duty and responsibility."

He added that freedom is a right for every individual but for a society, a
national coomunity, freedom is a privilege. "That was a basic fact of internationa?
life on July 4, 1776," he said, "and it remains a basic fact of international life
on July 4, 1967."

Congressman Dole emphasized the following points:

--=Nationalism is stronger throughout the world now than it was in 1776.

-=-=There are those today, as in 1776, who would prefer to deny the existence
of the war between America and the Communist world.

--=There cannot be true peace between the Communist world and our own until
the Communists understand we intend to keep our freedom.

-==The problem of Communism and East-llest confrontation is going to be with
us for many years to come.

--=There is a strong need for a realistic assessment of the world in which
we live since today man has the capacity to destroy himself.

--=The American people are confused about our intentions in Vietnam and other
places in the world because on the one hand we are furnishing men, money and mater-
jal to stop Communism, and on the other we talk of "building bridges" through trade
with those Communist countries supplying the forces that are killing Americans.

---Communist aggression and subversion in Southeast Asia, the Middle East,
and our own hemisphere is a fact of history that cannot be melted away by dreams,
wishes, or the so-called "spirit of Hollybush” unless the Communists give up their
declared aims of world conquest.

Dole concluded, "We have no God-given first mortgage on liberty. Whatever
liberty we have ever had, we had to fight to maintain, and there is no assurance that

we won't be tested again. To those who gave their lives that we might live free
from tyranny, we may only pledge that we'll hand that freedom on to their posterity."





