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Congressman Bob Dole (R-Kans) was the featured speaker at the ‘Jednesday morn-
ing session of the National Beet Growers Federation meeting in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. In commenting on the Sugar Act passed by Congress in the closing days of
this session, Dole stated that the basic concept of the Sugar Act is sound, and its
performance over the years has proved that concept to be sound. Dole said many men-
bers of Congress voted for the Sugar Bill this year in order to keep the basic pro-
gram going even though they recognized the particular bill passed by Congress had
many serious shortcomings.

He pointed out that in order to obtain sugar legislation this year, it was
necessary for all elements of the domestic sugar industry to agree on a joint pro-
gram. This neant compromises had to be made, but he added, "I was disappointed with
the final treatment accorded the domestic beat industry." Dole stressed particularly
the fact that the new bill does not allow the domestic beet grower to share in the
grovth of the United States sugar market until U. S. consumption reaches 10.4 million
tons per year, nor does it provide for expansion of the domestic beet industry by
new producers.

Congressman Dole also commented briefly on his recent trip to Rome, Italy,
where he served as a Congressional advisor at the biennial Food and Agriculture Organ
ization conference. '"The emphasis," Dole said "wras on food needs and world food
supplies and, in splte of efforts made in rost countries, the increase in food pro-
duction in the °:orld as a vhole during the past feu vears ran:;od from 1 to 2 percent
per annun vhile the average rate of increase in tho uorld population reached at least

. 2 percent. This stagnation of food production, in t.he i'aoe oi‘ rapidly rising popu—
lation, is presenting aerious economic and social problems t.o the vovenunents oi‘ many
developing countries. The Food and Agriculture Organization is the one mtemational
body which is concerning itself with this growing problem and, as the FAO 1ooks
toward the solution of the mounting food crisis, the United States w:lll play_ a key
role in helping t.o ex:et the oroblem." _ POl

"There seems to be widespread agreement that it is not in the mterest of the
United States or recipient countries for any country to become permanently dependent
on our food aid programs for a substantial part of its food supply. In my opinion,

definite plans should be worked out to insure that food aid-is gradually replaced by
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increased home production or cemercial import.e;. iio food aid should be' continued
to any country thax_expropniates foreign-owned property without just compensation
or to any country that threatens international peace." l . A

"It would also be beneficial if food aid is axtendod caly in the phiw 4f
authorizations to purchase specified quantities of U. S‘ eomnedities on the*gg_; '
market. These authorizations should be negotiated and announced as far as possible
in advance to assist U, S. farmers in the plannlng of thezr outpu'

Dole concluded, "The cost of food aid extended to other countries as an instru
ment of foreign policy should be charged to Iforeign poli:ey and not to agriculture,
and the distribution of U. _S.—produced food supplies should not be delegated to

any international agency."





