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Congreadman Bob Dole, Firat Diatrict, Kansas, speaking to the Ohio 

League of Young Republican Clubs, hammered away at the need for a strong 

two-party syatem. 

speech Congressman Dole stated: 

Congress is steeply tilted by an overwhelming 

In the courae of his 

~ " When the ba lanc~ ln 

aa jority in on~ political party aa it ta today wi t h 293 Democrats and 
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141 Republican• in the Houae -- our system of checks end balancea ia further 

endangered . 

Thia is becauae our two-party ayatem, although not written into the 

Constitution, builda into government an additional 1et of checks and ba l ances . 

larly in our hiatory a wiae deciaion ~a• made to follow the pattern of a two-

party ayatem. We avoided the loas of freedom of a one-party gove rnment; we 

avoided the chaoa and confuaion of a multi-party government. 

Not only does a atrong aecond party provide the electorate with legisla-
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tl ve alternative• but alao with a remarkably high level of honeaty and frankness. 

1 am certain we can all agree that a atrong two-party ayatem ia Democracy' s 

life inauraoce -- protection for our chi l dren agalnat any drift toward authori-

t ariani8m . Converaely, a eruahing over-balaoce of atrength in either party foT 

too long will make a .oekery of our traditioa. in government and weaken the 

voice of the people. 
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It •~ to .. that the .. jor aoale to be aought in the area of 

government are two-fold. Firat: a aenaitive balance between executive, 

l•sialative and judicial branchea; Secood: a atrong two-party ayatem." 

• 




