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WASHI~GTON . --FOR AWHILE TODAY REP . BOB DOLE R-KAN. ~LIEvED 
~ HAD WO~ HIS BATTLE. GOVERNMENT AUDI TORS HA~ UPHELD'HIS CONTENTION 
THAT PRESIDENT JOH~SON HAS NO LEGAL AUTHORITY TO ISSUE MEMORIAL 
~RTifiCATES TO SURVIVORS Of DECEASED SER VI CEMEN . .. . 

£UT DOLE DRAFTED HIS VICTORY COMMUNIQUE JUST .A Ll TTL£ TOO SOON . 
THE 22 ·CENTS THAT EACH OF THOSE CERTIFICATES, COSTS WAS· AUTHORIZED IN A 
VETERA~S ADMINISTRATION APPROPRIATION BILl PASSED BY THE HOUSE 
YESTERDAY A~D EN ROUTE TODAY TO THE SENATE. 

~ I WAS AFRAID THEY WOULD TRY TnAT 1- AND , I LOOKED FOR IT," DOLE 
MOUR~ED TODAY . "I JUST DID~ 'T SEE l T." . , 

DOLE CONTENDS THE CERTIFICATES1 BEARING THE PRESIDENT 'S SIGNATURE~ 
ARE NOTHING MORE THAN INVITATIO~~ TO ' VOTE FOR PRESIDENT JOHNSON . H~ 

SAID THE ESTIMATED $4 . 2 MllLICN THE PROGRAM COUlD COST THROUGH THE 
YEAR 2010 COULD BETTErt BE SPENT ON VETERANS BENEFITS. 

THE GENERAL 'ACCOUNTING OFFICE <GAO) IN A REPORT MADE FUBLI C . 
TODAY DID NOT PASS ' ON . THE MERITS OF'THE PROGRAM ORIGINATED BY THE 
LATE PRESIDE~T KEN~EDY AND SIKCE THEN, ACCORDING TO DOLE , EXPANDED 
BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON • . 

ALL IT SAID WAS THAT THERE WAS NO . AUTHORITY IN LAW FOR OUTLAY 
OF VETERA~S ADMINISTRATION <VA) FU~DS FOR THIS PURFOSE: ~ 

EVEr\ ·As THE GAO¥ REf'ORT At\D DOLF. ' S ACCOMPANY! NG !>TATE.MENT w} fH oF tNG 
READIED FOR DIS TR I B UT IC~ ,~ THE HCUSE WAS APPROVING WITHOUT CONTROVERSY 
A VA APPROPRIATION BILL "'lr\CLUDING AMONG PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE AGENCY 
~N • SPEND ITS GENERAL FUNDS THE "RECOGNITION" OF VETERANS . 

' "I HAVEN 'T LOST YET," DOLE SAID WHEN ADVISED OF THIS WORDING, " I ' LL 
TRY TO GET IT KNOCKED OUT IN THE SENATE." 

MEANTIME THE PRESUMPTION IS THAT SURVIVORS OF VETERANS1 DYING 
ruRRENTLY OR HAVING DIED IN YEARS PAST , CAN CONTINUE TO WkiTE TO THE 
WHITE HOUSE FOR THE 8 INCH BY 10 INCH CERTIFICATES SUITAaLE FOR 
FRAMING AND BEARING A FACSIMILE OF THE PRESIDENT 'S SIG~ATURE. 

THE C~RTIFICATE STATES THAT THE UNITED STATES HONORS THE VETERAN 'S 
MEMORY. IT I~CLUDES HIS ~AME AT THIS POINT AND CONTINUES: "THIS 
CERTIFICATE IS AWARDED BY A GRATEFUL NATION IN RECOGNITION OF DEVOTED 
AND SELFLESS CONSECRATION TO THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY IN THE ARMED 
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES." 

"THE O~LY THI~G LEFT OUT," ACCORDING TO DOLE , ~Is 'VOTE FOR JOH~SON 
FOR PRES! DENT . '" 
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