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Pay pmch hits Wichita’s VA center statf o

&stnﬁ and wire reports

While House Speaker Newt Gingrich ruled out
reopening parts of the government until a seven-
Yyear budget deal is forged with the president, the

of the Veterans Affairs Medical

|| Center in Wichita learned Thursday that the par-

tial government shutdown means they are going

to get only partial pay. !
~Gingrich said he understood the personal cost
‘of the shutdown to federal employees, who

today will receive truncated pay-
Ittheyworl;ioranuntlnancetlﬂgeIle‘}-A
oyees are on the job at the
eiglll!ﬂta.becametheymconﬁdered
on of life, But they are
for their work time up to Dec.
continuing resolution to finance
Meanwhile, all manda-

" Efforts are being made to help employees
make it through the crunch. VA Social Work
Service has compiled a list of services available
in the community, most utility companies have
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Dole’s Minnesota
Gramm a foothold

gives
But Dole aides say eyes
focused on lowa, New

Hampshire primaries
By MIKE GLOVER

The Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Republican
front-runner Bob Dole, faceq with
tightly organized conservative op-
pgsition. has largely fallen off the
radar screen in a state he won the
last time he sought the GOP nomi-
nation. _

What little presence he had in
Minnesota disappeared complete-
ly this month when a small [?ole
office was shuttered. Dole aides
dispute that it was even a cam-
paign office, but backers see the
move as virtually conceding the
state’s March 5 caucuses to Texas
Sen. Phil Gramm.

“They have to prioritize where
they put their efforts,” saigl Stgve
Sviggum, a Republican legislative
leader who backs Dole. “Minneso-
ta is not one of their priorities. I'd
like to see him in here fighting.”

All sides agree that Gramm has
the inside track to claim most of
Minnesota's 33 delegates. That's
an important Midwestern fgothold
in a region Dole claims as his base.

“There's no question that
Gramm has got a very strong or-
ganization built down to thp low_er
echelons of the party,” said Min-

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.

http://dolearciblv.-e:;;kg-.geglu S ok £ 2%

B Clinton vetoes defense bill. 7A

agreed to work with individual employees, and
B b i s
and process emergency _

About 100 “non-essential” hospital employees
haveheenonnn'lwghslnoemc.wl& ik

In Washington, Senate Ma| Leader
Dole, at a news conference with Gingrich, said
talks at the White House today are
expected to last into the weekend.

Ghlgrichsaldmmlnksltwmldbeal!east
Wednesday, the day the House is due back from
its break, before the government could reopen.
" “The minute we have a budget agreement we
should be able to get something through the
House in hours,” Gingrich said.

At a news conference earlier in the day, five
Republican House freshmen — who said
represented their entire class — said that
were willing to negotiate on virtually all
the balanced budget plan. And they
Gingrich and Dole as well as Clinton over
stagnant negotiations.
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Dole made earlier raising ques-
tions about his commitment to a
constitutional amendment ban-
ning abortion. Dole has insisted he
has maintained a consistent record
in-opposition- toabortion except
when the mother’s life is in danger
or in cases of rape or incest.

Dole also lost points with some
conservatives over failing to call a
Senate vote on repealing an auto-
matic weapons ban and changing
positions on a campaign contribu-
tion from a gay Republicans group.

Dole opened his office last sum-
mer, and made a few campaign
trips to the state, but was ham-
mered by Gramm in a GOP straw
poll last fall. Since then it's been
all Gramm in Minnesota.

Dole spokesman Nelson
Warfield said any thought that
Dole would bypass Minnesota was
“wishful thinking on the part of a
floundering Gramm campailgn
but he agreed that campaign re-
sources are being targeted.

“Qur first priorities are Iowa
and New Hampshire and we're go-
ing to make strategic decisions
thereafter,” Warfield said.

Gramm backers said it's simply
evidence that Dole has work to do
with the party’s right wing.

“Conservatives are a strong
force in Minnesota politics,” said
veteran conservative activist Allen
Quist. “Dole does not receive mu‘ch
enthusiasm from conservatives.”

_File photo
Sen. Bob Dole has given up his
small presence in Minnesota

nesota Republican Chairman
Chris Georgacas. _
It's another standoff between In-
creasingly powerful social conser-
vatives and party moderates.
Two prominent conservative
lowa activists switched from
Dole's camp to Gramm Thursday
because of worries over Dole’s
views on abortion. )
Peggy Hermann, a head of Dole’s
campaign in Dallas County, and
Terri Hall, co-chairman of the Wa_r-
ren County Dole campaign, said
they were upset with comments
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State’s caucus first
stop in campaign
for White House

By MIKE GLOVER
The Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa — With the
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GOP candidates f

holidays ending, Republican pres-. }

idential hopefuls are swarming
over Iowa, the first stop in"the
long campaign for the White
House in 1996.

" Senate Majority. Leader Bob  J

Dole, on a break from the Wash-
ington budget wars, squeezed in
time Wednesday for a three-city
bus tour of Iowa. Texas Sen. Phil
Gramm'’s talked economics in a
Des Moines hardware store while

Pat Buchanan held forth on abor- -

tion.

Iowa's Feb. 12 precinct caucuses
marks the traditional start of the
quadrennial presidential nominat-
ing process, followed by New
Hampshire’'s Feb. 20 presidential
primary. Complicating the already
jammed campaign schedule this
year are earlier than usual caucus-
es in Louisiana Feb. 6, Delaware’s
primary on Feb, 24 and primaries
in Arizona, North Dakota and
South Dakota on Feb. 27.

In Iowa Dole said that voters
“will be glad we hung in there”
during the protracted fight with
President Clinton over the federal
budget, EEPERE 4 1

But the budget wrangling has
meant Dole has beeén largely ab-
sent from the battle for Iowa's
February precinct caucuses, the
first significant test of the presi-

The Associated Press

Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan. (right) chats with lowa City Councilman

Dean Thornberry on Wednesday at the Johnson County Fair-

grounds in lowa City.

dent election season:’

“I'm going to lose some time be-
cause of the budget negotiations,”
Dolé said. “People expect me to be
a part of that. They want us to be
working. They don’t want us to be
campaigning.”

But with budget talks being con-
ducted by staff, Dole sought to
make up for lost time.”But even
that was scaled back. =

His scheduled foutr days of cam-
paigning in Iowa this week was
trimmed to a single day, visiting
Bettendorf, Iowa City and Cedar

E1

Rapids. He said that only possible
because of a break in budget nego-
tiations.

“We'll be talking by phone all
day with staff people,” Dole said.
“I thought about not coming ... but
I talked with the president yester-
day and nothing is going to hap-
pen today.

“I wouldn't be out here if there
was anything going on there,”
Dole added.

Several of Dole's GOP rivals
took advantage of the week be-
tween Christmas and New Year's

“to try to catch fire with the Id\ﬂ

electorate. 25551 b5
Flanked by conservative minis
ters Wednesday in. Des Mo
Buchanan challenged Dole’ até
Gramm, saying he is the only trge
anti-abortion candidate in the:
publican presidential field. %
“There is only one genuine, cb}l-
sistent pro-life candidate who ¢an
win both the Republican nomin&-
tion and the general election, aiid
that is Pat Buchanan,” the consér-
vative commentator said ata
news conference with “PastorsTor
Pat.” e
At a town hall-style meetings,
Dole assured small business own-
ers he’s on their side in the fightfo
cut government regulations. (%
Dole, from neighboring Kansas,
won Iowa's precinct caucuses ln
his unsuccessful pursuit of ‘the
GOP nomination in 1988, and he {5
widely considered the favorité tp
win again in 1996. sl
But as the Iowa campaign et
ters its final six weeks, Dole find$
himself pinned in Washingtom,
bargaining with Clinton — nbt
shaking hands with voters. i
Iowa. o T
“We're going to stick with our
guns and hope the people under
stand,” Dole said. Though he’
been largely absent from Iowa =
his last visit was Dec. 4 — Dole has
a long campaign history in the
state and a formidable campajgn

machine. -t

“People know Bob Dole. Théy
know I'm a known quantity,” He
said. “This is not a dance contest
a popularity contest. This is séri
ous business.” T A
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Leaders report
progress; talks
continue today

Clinton will take break
this afternoon to attend
Renaissance Weekend
By The Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON — President Clin-
ton and congressional leaders report-
ed progress Saturday night after a
long day of budget bargaining ,but’
the president sent word that “we’ve
got a ways to go.” :

-ever-deepening crisis.

“All sides said there was good
progress,” said White House press
secretary Mike McCurry as the final
meeting of the day broke up shortly
late S8aturday evening.

Another three-hour budget session
was set for the Cabinet Room of the
White House this morning, but no
early agreement was expected, and
McCurry said the talks would contin-
ue into the new year, beginning anew
Tuesda

aay. - -
Meanwhile, the federal govern-
ment remained partially closed in

The Associated Press
House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
President Clinton and Senate Ma-
Jority Leader Bob Dole continued
talks into the evening.’

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole
was scheduled for a series of political
events in New Hampshire. House
Speaker Newt Gingrich planned to
travel to his congressional district in
Georgia.

——MeCurry-said Clinton encouraged -
Senate Democrats to break a proce-
dural impasse preventing action on a

President Clinton was to take a
break this afternoon and fly to Hilton
Head, S.C., for New Year’s Eve, plan by Dole to return all furloughed
where he was to take part in a Re- workers to their jobs without pay but
naissance Weekend session and play  with a guarantee they wottld be paid
golf, McCurry said. at a later date.

March 5 caucuses will show if Dole’s in trouble with Midwest conservatives

| ST PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Republican front-
Amne BdJDde,faoadwﬂl‘lﬁghﬂyorganm
ative opposition, has largely fallen off

efforts,” said Steve Sviggum, a Republican leg-
islative leader who backs Dole. “Minnesota is
not one of their priorities. I'd like to see him in

It's yet another standoff between increasingly
powerful social conservatives and party moder-
ates,

he radar screen in a state he won the last time
MMGOanninaﬁon.
" What little presence he had in Minnesota dis-
seared completely this month when a small
dole office was shuttered. Dole aides dispute
hat it was even a campaign office, but backers
' b the move as virtually conceding the state's
March 5 caucuses to Texas Sen. Phil Gramm.
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der as the state has ever

here fighting.” :

All sides agree that Gramm has the inside
track to claim most of Minnesota’s 33 delegates.
That's an important Midwestern foothold in a
region Dole claims as his base.

Two prmihm conservative Iowa activists
switched from Dole’s camp to Gramm Thursday
because of worries over Dole’s views on abor-

tion.

Peggy Hermann, a head of Dole's campaign in
Dallas County, and Terri Hall, co-chairman of the
upset with comments Dole made earlier raising
questions about his commitment to a constitu-

y. poe o T - '\':-\. k- .“_'

tional amendment banning abortion. Dole has
insisted he has maintained a consistent record in
opposition to abortion except when the mother’s
life is in danger or in cases of rape or incest.

Dole also lost points with some conservatives
over failing to call a Senate vote on repealing an
automatic weapons ban and changing positions
on a campaign contribution from a gay
Republicans group.

Fewer than 50,000 hard-core party activists
are likely to attend the March precinct caucuses

state GOP committee meeting in late

gates to the GOP National Convention.

Within that tiny group, highly motivated and
organized social conservatives exert a huge
influence,

“They are much better organized than the
moderates and centrists,” said state Senate
Republican Leader Dean Johnson, another Dole
backer.

Few question that Dole would win a tradition-
al primary — with a much larger turnout — but
he faces tougher sledding with the smaller group
of caucus-goers.

Dole, Kassebaum, rising conservative tide top 1995 in Kansaspoliticsh

Kassebaum's retirement will set off a

cord in his home state. Right to Life of
has criticized him for

backing from a
it is an uneasy

et e Grives gl
will be up for ratification at a - nomin

m@h&mwm 1994, set
YL Anlﬁémmgmhme —40in
the Senate and 125 in the House — are

* up for election in 1996. Most
Graves will be wx ‘to keep the
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