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Thursday, December 21, 7995
Dole considering
a visit to Bosnia

. New York Times News Service
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¥V THE DOLE CAMPAIGN

‘Golden ring of

. Decision to
.gkeep majority

By JOHN KING
The Associated Press

© As 1995 gives way to 1996,  Dole is
solidly atop the Republican field, so
close to securing the nomination he

ters the campaign year with a signif-
jcant financial edge over all rivals
save multimillionaire Steve Forbes,

get impasse, but “so far there have
been no big mistakes,” said GOP

strategist Eddie Mahe. “You have to

give Dole and his people credit.”

accepting, returning and then voéic-

GOP nomination appears in Dole’s reach

mary challenger from emerging, oth-

ers to rising public anxiety with the

Republican congressional agenda.
But for the most part, things have

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in
Bosnia to show solidarity with U.S. sol-
diers during the holidays. _

Dole added that he hag indica-
tions that Defense retary
William Perry had some ivings
about the trip, but Dole n't say
why.

President Clinton had wanted to
spend Christmas with the troops as
well. But he was advised against it by

ted that rival camps sug- who is using his own fortune to . L 0.5, miliiary commanidac wils

) leader role MANCHESTER, ha:tlggi::};ehelp but get the jitl:ers. bankroll his effort. Dole also has Not that he has run a perfect cam- go‘r‘xe Dole ls way. T s spokes!:n sl saiﬁ
~_has been a i ob DThle 1ia;"tt B Debates this week over Dole’s posi-  built the best national organization, paign. Dole stumbled to a tiﬁl ‘:;;tih Thni?}?a?jct%mbgathg:ir No:1 goal In Weilneidey

L ;iu;n%vl?\:l)UR.?r%v tsh‘; tions on abortion and gun control with the backing of 20 of the 30 sit- Gramm at dacr:lr;:t‘:;as;:z‘o 1:; rey b; ?39 15!! et ;:andidate W wore ol it whs s vir bed

[ good one studio suddenly have rivals predicting their opening ting Republican governors. s et emerge as the clear alternative,” said idea because it would interfere with

went dark. So as he
strolls in this time,
Dole can't help but
turn playful: “You
got the lights on?”
If the Republican

may be imminent.

“You never know,” says Dole,
mindful of his sudden demise in 1988,
when Iowa victory gave way to bitter
New Hampshire defeat. “But I am in
pretty good shape.”

There’s little arguing with that.

While many predicted Dole was mak-
ing a mistake trying to serve as Senate
majority leader while seeking the pres-
idency, he has used the post to domi-
nate media coverage and insulate him-
self from suggestions he is not commit-
ted to the new Republican agenda.

.ing regret for sending back a confri-
bution from a gay. Republican group.
Another concern in the Dole camp is
that he has lost his lead over Clinton
in head-to-head poll matchups.

Gary Bauer, a former Reagan White
House hand who runs the conserva-
tive Family Research Council.
Still, with seven weeks until Iowa's
caucuses, Dole knows what lies ahead.
“They are going to hammer me,"

the deployment that is now under
way and frankly, we would get in the
way,” McCurry said.
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Some attribute this to reachingJoo

ik {3geldERBIvae Rels far right to block a conservative gri- he says with a shrug.

Dole has raised $25 million and en- Dole still has to navigate the bud-

¥ ; not letting on.
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Dole pressured to sign abortion

pledge; gets cons

WASHINGTON (AP) — GOP presi-
dential front-runner Bob Dole has
refused for a second time to sign a
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ervative support

not vote for a constitutional amend-
mentbanningallabortimhecamehe
supported in cases of rape,
incest and when the life of the mother
was at risk.
Presidential rivals Phil Gramm and
Pat Buchanan seized on Dole’s Sunday
remarks to suggest he was retreating
f:nmuxeaml-abortioncame.axﬂmeir
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Dole cancels his
trip to Bosma

The Washington Post ihas
WASHINGTON - Senate Majority
Leader Robert J. Dole, R-Kan., Friday can-
celed plans to spend :

V TORY NOTIONS

Dole and politicial convenience

Will Bob Dole be strong
enough to carry his

campaign staff to victory?

: ASHINGTON — Last Sunday the
political community here read, with
bemusement but not astonishment, a

Washington Post story of a familiar genre. In it
Bob Dole’s successful year as a presidential
candidate was explained with reference to the
perspicacity of various Dole
campaign operatives who had
shared with the Post their g——
praise pf themselves for [£
shrewdly positioning and
packaging their candidate.
Because the story was 40 col- |
umn inches long, many read- |§
ers may have been immersed |
in it when Dole appeared on
“Meet the Press” and made
opaque remarks about abor-

tion. The remarks were less WILL
important for what they re-
vealed about his thinking on T "akington

abortion than for whattheyen- — ¢
~couraged skeptics to think
about him as a man packaged and positioned
with more reference to political convenience
than convictions. :
Dole said he is pro-life and wants to “dis-
i’ courage” abortion. When asked “But you don't
want to make it illegal?” his thinking became

Gibaton T W R e ASTOIAtAIVE No “abox.

| tion, period?” _

~ Dole: “With exception of life of the mother,
aape or incest. You know, we have some excep-
om.ll

Questioner: “A constitutional amendment to

_ported by people who are pro-choice but who

ban all abortion?”

Dole: “I supported that one time, and I would
not do it again.”

Only once, in 1983, has the Senate voted on
an amendment pertaining to abortion. It was
this:

“A right to abortion is not secured by this
Constitution. The Congress and the several
states shall have concurrent power to restrict
and prohibit abortion: Provided, that a provi-
sion of a law of a state which is more restric-
tive than a conflicting provision of a law of
Congress shall govern.”

That amendment, which received 49 votes
(18 short of the number needed to send it to the
states), would not have banned “all abortion,”
or any abortion. It would merely have restored
the status quo before the 1973 Roe decision.
Abortion would again have been broadly sub-
ject to legislated regulations. In the five years
before 1973, 18 states with 41 percent of the na-
tion’s population liberalized abortion laws,
and by 1973 two-thirds of all Americans lived
in those states or within a 100-mile drive of one
of them.

The 1983 amendment could have been sup-

think Roe was wretched constitutional law
and who resent the Supreme Court short-cir-
cuiting democratic decision-making. If Dole no
longer supported that 1983 amendment, he
would support Roe, which would be disheart-
ening evidence concerning his constitutional
thinking. !

But Dole does still support overturning the
Roe decision. The awful, and characteristic,
muddiness of his remarks last Sunday ob-
scured what he probably meant, which is that
he once supported, but no longer supports, an
amendment that never came to a final vote,
one that would have banned all abortion.

Dole could have defended his position as fol-
lows: Given that even the mild 1983 amend-

_letter urging him to do just that.
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ment did not come close to passage, it is a ster;,
ile strategy for the right-to-life movement, to,
count on passing a much more restrict;ve
amendment. Instead, there should be a com:,
prehensive strategy to stigmatize today’s o
cy — virtually unrestricted abortion on de-
mand, for any reason and at any stage of preg-,
nancy — as coarsening to the culture. And it is;
particularly cruel and unnecessary given, the.
possibilities for adoption, and for dissuading,,
by assisting, women contemplating abortions.

Instead of making such a defense, Dole last.
Sunday merely said he did not want abortﬁ)h';
to be “a dominant issue.” However, he has now,
made more likely a floor fight about the pla_t‘-,'J;
form’s abortion language at the Republican.
Convention next August. (Under 1992 rulés,”
any group of five state delegations could pré-
cipitate such a fight.) e

Dole’s Sunday performance triggered news’
stories about him changing his views on abor-™
tion. There followed speculation that, so surg”
is he of the nomination, he has jumped on his _
bicycle and begun his victory lap, and begu.rﬂ
moving from the right to the center. After all;*
months ago Dole flaunted that Richard lepi‘f;

Voters, who think it is seemly for politicians’™
to defer victory laps until some votes have
been cast, enjoy sticking broomsticks in the™
spokes of the presumptuous. So Dole’s cam-
paign staff — they who embarrassed him by
returning, without consulting him, a contribus+”
tion from a group of gay Republicans — shot{ld"
devote less time to self-congratulation and®
more-to helping him do-what does not come™'
naturally to him: be clear. at

When, after weeks of private seething, Dol
publicly regretted the affront to the gay Re<:
publicans, he made one thing clear: If he wins;®
it will be because he, like most who win nomi*
nations, is tough and talented enough to carry.
the burden of his staff across the finish line/" "=
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Continued from Page 1

level visits until the troop deploy-
ment is complete.

Earlier in the day, President
Clinton, who had also hoped to
spend Christmas with U.S. troops
in Bosnia, told reporters that he
and Dole — the leading contender
for the Republican i
nomination - should postpone

their visits until they are certain
not to interfere with the deploy-
ment. :

“In terms of who goes to Bosnia
when, I don't think we should
politicize it,” Clinton said while
visiting the Pentagon for a 90- .
minute briefing on the Bosnia
operation. : :

As recently as Thursday, Dole
said he was hoping to leave

Saturday with an all-Republican
delegation including Sens. Thad
Cochran  (Miss.), Dirk
Kempthorne '(Idaho) and ‘Ted
Stevens (Alaska) to spend
Christmas Eve and Christmas in
Bosnia to demonstrate solidarity
with US. troops. He had planned
to spend the holidays in Tuzla, the
U.S. headquarters in northern
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