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By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE
The New York Times

ASHINGTON — When
Bob Dole argued on,
_ the Senate floor 25

years ago against cutting off
funding for the Vietnam War,
he was wearing a bracelet
bearing the name of a U.S, pris-
oner of war.

On Wednesday night, when
Dole, now the majority leader,
was arguing on the Senate floor
for the need to deploy U.S.
troops in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
he announced that the name on
his POW bracelet was, by mar-
velous coincidence, that of John
McCain, for the last few weeks
his closest senatorial ally on the
Bosnian peacekeeping mission.

Dole did not know McCain 25
years ago. And McCain, a Navy
! fighter pilot held captive from
1 1967 to 1973, said he learned
1 about the bracelet for the first
time Wednesday night.

Dole, for whom memories of
war run deep and close to the
nerves, was linked to John
MecCain during an unpopular
war 25 years ago, and linked to
him again Wednesday in anoth-
/| erunpopular cause.

! But many admirers in the
| divided Senate saw their union
| as a powerful alliance that car-

| ried am unusual degree of
4 moral authority and allowed
| them to push through support
for an unpopular cause. -

Dole was once a dirt-poor
Army grunt whose right arm
was crippled by wounds he suf-
fered in Italy in World War II;
McCain is a graduate of
Annapolis and the son and
grandson of Navy admirals.

Between them they built a
coalition of fewer than half the
Republicans and almost all the
Democrats, and put | the Senate
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link," wd Sen. sob Kerrey. nNeh

who lost part ot‘n leg in Vietnamand'

won the Medal of Honor.

“It's the father-son link. It's coming
in and saying, ‘We're the ones who
were on the side of defending an
unpopular war because it is right,
and we'll defend an unpopular mili-
tary effort now because we believe
it's right,’ and it's hard to beat that.”

Sen. William Cohen, R-Maine, said:
“Both men called on their historical
backgrounds and travails to say, ‘We
can't do this to the troops. So how do
we best ensure that if they're going,
we define the mission?' "

When McCain, who supports Dole’s
rival, Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas, for
the Republican presidential nomina-

tion, flew to Dole's side on the Bosnia ,

issue, “it had a dramatic impact,”
said Cohen. “It took politics out of it
and showed this was a principled
decision,” he added. “Without
McCain, this could have gone in the
other direction.”

The bipartisan back- pattins in the
Senate was in stark contrast to the
more searing partisan atmosphere in
the House.

The same night that the Senate
passed the Dole-McCain resolution,
which supports the troops and
requires the administration to arm the
Bosnian Muslims so they have parity
with the Serbs, the House spurned a
Democratic resolution offering noth-
ing more than support for the troops.
The vote was along party lines.

But Rep. Lee Hamilton, D-Ind., who .

proposed the measure, said some

i House members were feeling so cha-
. grined that they had not even sup-

. ported the

troops that the
Republicans intended to bring the

. '‘measure to the floor again, this time

with Republican sponsors, and hoped
to pass it before more Americans
landed in Bosnia.

Not everyone sees Dole's actions as
outside the realm of politics. One
Democratic consultant with ties to the
White House said that by helping the
president achieve his goal, “Dole set up

CNN/Time magazine poll,

a ticking time bomb that could go oﬂ‘
“any time-—i something happens to the

troops,
But othy

ple will blame Bill Clinton.”
see the outcome as posi-

_tive for both Dole and Clinton,

“There was this nagging feeling
that we had a president and a Senate
majority leader seeking to be presi-
dent who were too tactical, alwaysr
positioning themselves,” said Thomas
Mann, an expert on Congress at the
Brookings Institution.

“Now, seeing them act like leaders. .
it provides an opportunity for people to
take a fresh look. We can see the possi-
bilities of constructive public
rhetoric.”

No one seemed more surprised at
Dole’s speech than McCain, who
moved to a seat closer to him in the
chamber so he could watch his face.

Mann said that Dole, who ran 19
points behind Clinton in the latest
had
appeared “diminished” on the cam-
paign trail, but that by appearing

“'mares of depravity like “Mon-

l]’hls ﬂg upien lslj‘rmthe collectlons at the Dole Archives, Unlver5|ty of Kansas.
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statesmanlike on the Bomla issue en of his better qnallties “his emo- _.
and giving an emotional speech tion and his genuine skill at making
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Dole bails out on

‘Remember gangsta rap?

Seems Dole and other

. polltlcians have forgotten

hatever happonéd to sanssta rap?

Itwasonlyaixmonthaasothntnob-_
Dole and . William ‘Bennett grabbed -

Wamer for dis-

headlinec by [
lent and misogynist

tributing songs

' lyrics, Now fhm?outlcimw have moved onto

new battles in the culture wars = -
-—mpmsfrashiﬁkbyapeak "—“"‘"—"""‘
ing out against show-biz night- §

ey Train” and Ricki Lake. :

They don’t talk about gangs-
ta rap much anymore, and no'.
wonder. If the goal of their last
battle was to protect children
from such music, it was a total'
bust, FREET T

Which is why we shouldn’t A FHANK
let the g:ingksl;a rap ti:ilru:;_:gte RICH
pass 8o’ quic into the Times
notes of our waning year., If we w__
care about the effects of nasty. 7 el
‘pop ‘culture on children, it's

. important to know who is really on their slde :
— and to unmask those who just pretend to

care about our children for their own selfish
and cynical political ends.
. The gangsta-rap brouhaha could not be'a

" better case in point. While the Bennett-Dole

campaign did y drive Time Warner to di-
vest itself of its financial interest in Inter-
scope, the company that distributed the of-
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the legislative process work.”

- airing of a
. less children’s role model Mike Tyson?

- '..-_r

fending music under the. la‘bal Death Row =

Records, Interscope is now bigger than ever;
it's being sought by four other show-biz mega-
companies, accordins to The Los Angeles
Times.
Meanwhile, the prime Death; Rdw rap. re-
lem f the fall, a new album by Tha Dogg
; hit the Billboard chart at number one
a mo.’nth ago and for a while outsold its nearest

_competitor by nearly 2-1..

- As a record executive said to me this week,
“There has not been any interruption of the
availability of any of this music to kids.” But:

" now that there’s no more political profit to be -

milked out of assailing gangsta rap, the cause
is forgotten as Sen. Dole and company chase

‘newer sound bites. And even so, the targets of
these cultural warriors remain nakedly parti-
san. Have you heard any GOP guardian of

. protect the young that he now sends out A

morality make a peep about Rupert Murdoch’s
fight today on Fox with that peer-

But the hypocrisy doesn't end there. 'l"he
campaign against T

‘gaining Bennetf and Dole publicity, Aslong as
there’s free speech and a free market in this

country, imshypopculme will flourish no.

matter how mansr politicians make apeechea
vilifying it. '
Thanks to the deregulatory teleoommuntca-

tions bill now pushing throush Congress — .

with Dole’s blessing — Time Warner, Mur-
doch and the rest will soon be airing more
junk than ever.

The only hope for even beginning to counter
their fare is to fight to ensure the availability

Time Warner was doomed

from the start to fail at any objective except |
" ¢an to promote the financial interests of cot*
"porate campaign contributors that produce

LA . -

61‘ ; constructive alternative — a benign pop

‘culture — to children left home alone with the
masa media.

"This is what the Public Broadcasting Ser-
vice, for one, tries to do, but both Dole and
Bennett have worked to maim PBS. s

In'a twist out_of Moliere, Bennett even ad-
vertised his hy'pocrisy last week by making a
deal 'with PBS for-a TV series based on hig
“Book of Virtues” — undoubtedly because no

. commercial network would touch so nutrli:

tious and therefore unlucrative a project. - ..

' He rationalizes his ideological inconsisten-
cy by saying that only private money will fI:
nance his series — a laughably disingenuous

:defense, given that his program would never

air unless government funding supported tl’fé
public stations that will broadecast it. ;
As for Dole, he is so proud of his efforts to

fund-raising letter inviting voters to mail pig:
tures of their children to him so he can for+
ward them to media executives who produce

‘violent pop culture.

‘But in the Senate, Dole does everything he

the nightmares he purports to deplore — and
nothing to support even the modest effort of
Reed Hundt, the Federal Communication§
Commission chairman, to force broadcasters
to run a pitiful three hours of educational chﬂ-
dren’s television a week.

When politicians publicly purport to defend
our kids and then sell them out, they should bg
recognized not as heroes but as double agents
in the culture wars p

Dole thinks Powell would ¢ answer he call’

Republican presidential front-runner hints in interview that the popular
formcr chairman of the Joint Chlcfs of Staff Would accept a request to run as his vice prcmdent

By JIM ABRAMS
The Associated Press

ASHINGTON — Former Gen. Colin
wpowell would “answer the call to

duty” and accept a request to join the
Republican ticket as the vice presidential nom-
inee, Sen. Bob Dole predicted Sunday.

Dole, R-Kan,, the front-runner for the 1996
Republican presidential nomination, acknowl-
edged that Powell, the popular former chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, would boost his
chances to win the election.

Asked about Powell's stated decision not to
seek national office in 1996, Dole told NBC’s
“Meet the Press:” “I think with his concern
about America, his service to America, and his
concern about the future, bringing people
together, blacks, whites, Hispanics ... my view is
that he would answer the call to duty again.”

Powell topped all
announced and potential
Republican candidates in K
the polls before his deci-
sion Jast month not to seek
the nomination.

Powell spokesman Bill
Smullen said Dole and the
retired general hadn't dis-
cussed the vice presiden-
cy: “They haven't talked
about that, nor has he
been asked by the senator.

“But the general made it very clear when he
made his announcement on Nov. 8 that he was
not seeking an elective office in 1996 and that
would include the vice presidency,” said
Smullen, adding that Powell hadn’t changed
his mind.

Dole, the Senate Republican leader, said his

Gen. Colin Powell

main campaign issue will
be the balanced budget if
Republicans and the

agreement on a seven-year
‘plan to bring the federal
budget into balance.

He said character
issues, which plagued
President Clinton during
his 1992 run for the White
House, would be on the
table again, as would the
ongoing Whitewater investigation.

“It’s still bubbling out there,” Dole said,
referring to the latest dispute over whether
Clinton should turn over notes his aides and
lawyers took regarding the Whitewater inquiry.

“I think it's a question of credibility,” Dole
said. “There’s almost the feeling out there that

White House fail to reach’

lhey may be hiding something. What are they
hiding? The American people have a right to
know.”

He said abortion “should not be a dominant
issue in the Republican nomination or the cam-
paign for president.”

“I'm not trying to divide the party. I want to
multiply Republicans,” said Dole, who says he
wants to make most abortions illegal but does-
n't support a constitutional amendment ban-
ning abortions.

Dole said he would be hurt if independent
Ross Perot launches another bid for the White
House, saying Perot takes away votes from
Republicans.

Asked what would be his first act as presi-
dent, Dole said he would present a budget con-
sistent with the goal of balancing the budget in
seven years and support a constitutional
amendment on the balanced budget.
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WASHINGTON — Former
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‘cept a request to join the Re-

-swer the call to duty” and ac-

i
'A2 MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1995 THE SALINA JOURNAL
_.__!_______=;=—_'—"____—mﬂh—-—r———** [—

vD'.ole predicts Powell
‘would acceptVP slot
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Dole defends his

anti-abortion record
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Dole touches a nerve:
with abortion remark

Associated Press

without exceptions and pmmoted a;;
amendment to ban the

publican ticket as the vice pres- WASHINGTON — Sen. Bob Dole’s  Dole's comments “sent a clear sig-:
idential Woiiice, Sen. Bob The Associated Press were seen as moderating his pom statement on Sunday that he would nal to moral conservatives that Ds;le&
et ity i DES MOINES, Iowa - Senate tion on abortion. . no longer support an unconditional is no good for those who care ahout
mm andlct!ll the frontitn. Majority Leader Bob Dole on “Sen. Dole’s position is clear and ban on abortion prompted a wave of the moral agenda,” said Republican
Clhuieon themlm GOP presiden- _ Tuesday defended his' anti-abor- consistent,” Kearney said. anger Monday from the Republican candidate Alan Keyes. Sl
tial nomination, acknowledged service to America, and his - tion record and aides accused = Appearing on a-weekend televi- right and escalated an ideological  Several campaigns said - political
mtpomn.thepopularromer concern about the future, rivals, of :trying  to *distort; the § sion’progtam, Dole:said he has War.1n the party. workers in Iowa and New Hampshire
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of * bringing  people togeéther, - issue.” backed a constitutional amend- It also gave Dole’s Republican were furious. In a fax to the cams-
Staff, would boost his chances ~blacks, whites, Hispanics —my; Dole “always has been and ment banning abortion but “would rivals an opportunity to accuse him  paign of Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas;
_mmmm view 48 that he would answer" always will be” opposed to abortion mnot do so again” because there of sacrificing principle for political Rebecca Lindstedt, an official :
about Powell’s stated the call to duty again.” emeptmhmltsdcanesandwould should be exceptions carved out ’ expedience. Towans for Life, wrote, “Bob. Dole,
dgcisioqnottosaeknatlonalof— Powell topped all Republican. back constitutional provisions to where abortions are allowed. ' “What issue hasn't Dole shifted find himself regretting the -pro-abor-
fice in 1996, Dole told NBC's - candidates in the polls before restrict the procedure, Iowa cam- That drew attacks from reli- on?" asked Malcolm Forbes, one ﬂonrhetoﬂchespoutedtorthyestgt
t the Press:” T think with his decision last month not to | paign manager Darrell Kearney gious conservatives and rival GOP competitor for the Republican presi-  day.” AT
*m;ionmn about America, his. _seek the nomination. | said. ki Al rdiatos, - who e Dole’s campaign press
3 o | Kearney issued a statement - charged Dole with abandoning the On Sunday, Dole, the leading can- did not return phone calis Mo
= after Dole was pounded by social ann-aborﬁonmuse. S5 § _ didate for the nomination, said on but the campaign released a copy
conservatives for comments he 2 34N NBC's “Meet the Press” that while he  a letter that Dole sent to Ralph Reed,
méde during the weekend that at one time supported a constitution-  executive director of the Christian
al amendment o ban abortion, “I ~ Coalition. In it, Dole reiterated his
3 would not do it again.” He called him- support for overturning Roe v, Wi
o self “pro-ife” but said he would make  and said he still su q
) ) | gcl:pﬂons ‘t; save uaem:ghers life tional amendment to ban abo
S ' {1 cases ol rape or but with exceptions. “I supp :
| e, MM-M”’”“ «  Since 1980, the national Republican samesetafmgxﬁoepﬂommmﬁ
wrote to Reed.

] Party platform has opposed abortion

'« ole d statement rejecting abortion ban sets off GOP fireworks |

Whitaﬂmmandﬂme&)rehlvemﬂndecan-
didate who can dictate the platform, the politi- -
caqu;hthnbaenlrlu 'to keep the ban
while others want to- its language to

wmmmwmm
Ddehmmematbﬂmtnoﬂha Ralphllood.theoxuuﬁ?edlmctoroftbe
._ _ Chﬂutimcwiﬁou.whnnidoubowonthat
t . “there is no issue more, " said his
"orunlntlmwouldhedmﬂbuﬁunnﬂmm
- voter guides in the pm!doutill prlllm'iu

il

themmlnaﬁon.aaidonNBC's“Meetﬂan
that while he at one time supported a constitu-
tional amendment o ban abortion, “Twould not
~do it again.” He called himself “pro-life,” but
: uldhowouldmhmeptlomtn save the

fax to the campaign of Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Tex-
as, Rebecca Lindstedt, an official of Iowans for
ting the pro-abortion rhetoric he spouted forth
yesterday.”

disappointed” in Dole’s remarks “that he m = -

longer supports constitutional protection

unborn.” _ .
Dole’s letter reiterated his support for

~ turning Roe v. Wade, which legalized aborti
and said he still supported a constitutional
endment to ban abortion, but with exceptioris
for rape, lneestlnd l.opmtectthe lil‘eoﬂb

‘The timine orDolei rem.rh on such an &
plonve toyl¢ puzzled ;evml Repuhllu:; ¥
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