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Statesman -
Dole Revives U.S.
Bipartisan Policy '

i ; Senator Bob Dole took a statesmanship-like leap over
his main Republican presidential rivals with his support

Senator

__or President Clinton’s plan to send United States troops

to help maintain the fragile peace in Bosnia.

- Although not completely agreeing with the mission
outlined by the president, the Kansas senator said the
nation should respect the decision and back U.S. forces.
Dole’s main point was that the U.S. has only one presi-
dent and one secretary of state at a time, and they should
have wide leeway to conduct U.S. foreign policy.

In effect, Dole is still following the bipartisan vision
that was formed after World War II, when it was said
that politics, should stop at the water’s edge. Although it
led the United States into some disastrous failures —
notably Vietnam — the policy also enabled American
presidents to offer the strong leadership that was essen-
tial to winning the Cold War:

.. Bosnia is the first major test in Europe of U.S. for-

eign policy 'in the post-Cold War era. The president is
basically continuing the activist approach adopted by
Presidents Reagan and Bush in recognizing that the U.S,
has a critical 618 to play in European affairs.
_ Even with a strong U.S. presence, success in Bosnia
is no sure thing, Without it, there is no doubt that the
conflict will worsen, possibly spreading into neighboring
countries and reawakening old European rivalries — such
as Russia’s historic interest in the Balkans. :

Dole is willing to give the president the benefit of the

doubt in Bosnia. Clinton is attempting to assert U.S. lead- -

ership. on a critical international issue. He is risking
American lives and prestige in the belief that peace in
Bosiga is important in an increasingly interdependent
world.

- By supporting the president, Dole offers a stark con-
trast to GOP presidential contenders who have criticized
the president and put forth no credible alternative plan
for Bosnia, other than claiming it’s none of our business.
The history of the 20th century has shown the folly of
American isolationism, yet some Republicans are trying
to revive old fears of foreign entanglements. :

As a wounded World War II veteran, Dole understands
modern history. He recognizes that global stability is
impossible without dynamic American leadership, and
that such leadership must start with the president.

Dole has raised his potential presidential stature sig-
nificantly in the past few days. His bipartisanship on Bosnia
shows that he is willing to put the nation’s interest above
party politics. — The Wichita Eagle Rl
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Dole’s exit

from Senate |
wouldn’t
shock some
Will he leave early

. Salina, Kansas
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officially

on ballot
- Dole vows to win
‘;'in New Hampshire

.+ By The Associated Press

% CONCORD, N.H. — Steaming
‘into. town aboard his “Balanced
Budget Express,” Bob Dole added
his namé to New Hampshire's
presidential primary ballot Fri-
day with a vow
not to be derailed
here as he was in |
his last White
House campaign.

“Bob Dole can
beat Bill Clinton
in 1996 with your
help — and it is
going to hap-
pen,” the Senate
majority leader told backers who
greeted a train that carried Dole
and scores of supporters from
Manchester to Concord. Offering
‘his 1996 slogan, the Republican
feont-runner promised “better
leadership for a better Ameri-
ca,”

‘As evidence of his determina-
ion to win New Hampshire’s Feb-
ruary primary, Dole launched a
Jglevision advertising campaign

riday to coincide with the filing

“his official candidacy papers.

~Dole’s filing was full of fanfare,
dncluding his train ride and .a
frosty afternoon stroll through
downtown Concord. But he hardly
_had the place to himself: Hillary
‘Rodham' Clinton was in New
Hampshire, too, to register Presi-
dent Clinton for the Democratic
primary.
" Following the path of many
would-be presidents, Dole seated
himself at an antique desk in
New Hampshire's secretary of
state’s office to sign himself up
as a candidate, then declared, “I
feel it is a race between Bill Clin-
ton and Bob Dole.”

Clinton has wide lead

A national poll released Friday
showed voters favoring Clinton
over Dole in a head-to-head
matchup. The CNN-Time maga-
zine survey of 1,000 Americans
showed Clinton favored by 53 per-
cent, compared to 34 percent for
Dole. The survey had a 3 percent-
age point margin of error. -
_-Dole flew into Manchester and
traveled to the statehouse in Con-
cord on a train dubbed “Bob
Dole’'s Balanced Budget Ex-
press.”

He was joined in Concord by his
wife, Elizabeth, and the train car-
ried an impressive array of New
Hampshire GOP supporters, in-
cluding Gov. Steve Merrill, Sen.
Judd Gregg and the state’s two
Republican House members, Bill
Zeliff and Charlie Bass.

The show of strength was de-
signed to make the point that 1996
will not be a repeat of 1988, when
Dole won an impressive victory in
Iowa’s caucuses but was derailed
in New Hampshire by George
Bush, who went on to win the Re-
publican nomination and ulti-
mately the White House.

Polls show Dole with a big ear-
“ly lead here; with Texas Sen. Phil
Gramm, commentator Pat
Buchanan, publisher Steve
Forbes and “former Tennessee
Gov. Lamar Alexander well be-

But their campaigns argue that -
Dole’s support is soft.
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By JOHN KING
The Associated Press

ONCORD, N.H. — Steaming
c into town aboard his “Bal-

anced Budget Express,”
Bob Dole added his name to New
Hampshire’s presidential prima-
ry ballot Friday with a vow not to
be derailed here as he was in his
last White House campaign.
+4Bob Dole can beat Bill Clinton
in 1996 with your help — and it is
going to happen,"” the Senate
majority leader told backers who
greeted a train that carried Dole
ang scores of supporters from
Manchester to Concord.

As evidence of his determina-
tion to win New Hampshire's
February primary, Dole launched
a television advertising campaign
to coincide with the filing his offi-
cial candidacy papers.

Following the path of many
would-be presidents, Dole seated
himself at an antique desk in the
secretary of state’s office to sign
himself up as a candidate, then
declared, “I feel it is a race betweén
Bill Clinton and Bob Dole.”

.»A national poll released Friday
showed voters favoring Clinton
over Dole in a head-to-head
matchup. The CNN-Time maga-
zine survey of 1,000 Americans
showed Clinton favored by 53 per-
cent, compared to 34 percent for
Dole. The survey had a 3 percent-
L age point margin of error.
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Dole wins

support of

New Jersey governor

By The New York Times

TRENTON, N.J. — To the sur-
prise of hardly anyone, Gov.
Christie Whitman has decided to
join Sen. Bob Dole’s campaign for
president.

Whitman'’s popularity and repu-
tation as a tax-cutter and govern-
ment-streamliner has caused sev-
eral Republicans in the race to
seek her support, but her backing
pf Decle, the Senate majority
leader, was long expected.

She will endorse Dole at a new
distribution warehouse in Edison
on Monday. And she will assume
an active role in the Dole cam-

paign organization, said Carl
Golden, Whitman'’s chief of com-
munications.

Republican leaders are hoping
Whitman's moderate views will
influence other middle-of-the-
roaders — Republicans and De-
mocrats alike — who have
watched a deeply conservative
Republican field force Dole’'s
campaign to the right.

Whitman supports abortion
rights, affirmative action, gay
rights and environmental protec-
tion measures is similarly at odds
with the dominant Republican
message in Congress.

1

N.J. governor [
to back Dole

By Thomas Martello

Associated Press Writer

TRENTON, N.J. - Gov. Christie

Whitman will endorse Senate Majority
Leader Bob Dole’s presidential bid on
Monday, ending her neutrality in the |-
GOP race and any thought of becoming
part of a brokered convention. &

Whitman and Dole will appear togeth- ﬁ'

er for the endorsement Monday at a shoe -

distribution center in Edison. A
spokesman for Whitman said the
popular first-term governor will
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" absolutely no indication of Sen. Dole’s think

ing,” she said.
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take “an active role” in the Dole
campaign.

The endorsement is a boost to
front-runner Dole, who has active-
ly sought support from Whitman,
the GOP’s choice to deliver the
rebuttal to President Clinton’s
State of the Union speech earlier

— —

this year. :

It is also a blow to New Jersey
GOP candidate Steve Forbes, the
magazine publisher who has
known Whitman since childhood.
Forbes was instrumental in con-
vincing Whitman to make a cam-
paign promise to slash New
Jersey income taxes. Making good
on that vow helped make
Whitman a rising star in the
national party.

Carl Golden, a spokesman for
Whitman, said the governor felt
the “time-was-right” to_endorse
Dole.
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“The field is pretty well set, and
she feels that now is the appropri-
ate time,” Golden said. “She feels
Dole is the strongest possible can-
didate that the party can nomi-
nate.”

Stumping in New Hampshire
Saturday, Dole told a reporter he
and Whitman were talking and
that he didn’t know if she would
endorse him, but he told support-
ers he would see Whitman this
week for a “special announce-
ment.”

Golden said Whitman believes
Dole is “the more electable candi-
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