—a R .

1

with him.
“I think if they

pen'ed.!l

By CURT ANDERSON
- The Associated Press

. ASHINGTON — Reversing course, Sen; Bob Dole
3 said Tuesday it was a mistake for his presiden-
. % W tial campaign to return a $1,000 contribution
from a gay Republicangroup, = WA

He blamed his campaign for not clearing the decision

le reverses 6

had consulted me they wouldn't have

done that,” the Senate majority leader told reporters in
response to a question: “I just didn’t agree with what hap-

... Dole.previously had defended his campaign’s August
decision to return a contribution from the Log Cabin
Republicans. At the time, campaign officials said the Log
Cabin agenda didn’t jibe with Dole’s views.

" Dole himself said last month he didn't subscribe to
the Log Cabin agenda, adding, “I don’t know who 'all

1- 367- /775
) gay contribution |

- move to return the contribution reflected the senator’s

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.
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contributes to my campaign. But if it's somebody with

a special agenda we’re not going to accept their

money.” . : ' : ? .
On Tuesday, Dole had a different response.

fog Cabin group

“My view is, (just) because you accept money from 4 A
them, you don’t agree with their agenda,” he said. n Ot ap P eased
Rich Tafel, executive director of the Washlngton-hased_ By Cox News Service

Log Cabin Republicans, said the Dole campaign’s initial
' presidential candidate Bob Dole
effort to appease GOP conservatives. 'said Tuesday that his campaign

Since then, Tafel said, Dole has been slowly backing
away from the decision. !

“Clearly it was a political mistake,” Tafel said. “Across
t?e political spectrum, no one has defended that deci-
sion.” .

nization of homosexual Republi-

!cans in August.
' But the declaration did not mend

WASHINGTON — Republican

‘aides should not have rejected a .
“$1,000 contribution from an orga-:

“I think, if they’d have consult-

ed me, we wouldn't have done

‘that,” Dole said
at a meeting with
.a group of Wash-
n correspon-
dents, “I don’t be-
lieve in discrimi-
nation.

“My view is, be-
cause you accept
money from them
doesn’t mean you

‘Dole
agree with their agenda.”

would accept the contribution if it
were sent again, however.

“It's over. as far as I'm con-
cerned,” he said. “They’re not re-
ally in my corner.”

. Asked about Dole’s Tuesday
comments, Log Cabin Republi-
cans spokesman David Greer said

Dole would have kept gays’ money

“Is it just getting elected, or is it
sending a message of an inclusive
Republican Party and a party that
doesn’t believe in discrimina-
tion?” ’

Log Cabin Republicans are
“highly skeptical” of Dole’s moti-
vations, Greer said.

that “we have to question Mr.

Dole’s sincerity.” .

“This brings up a whole other is-
sue,” Greer said. “Who’s running
the Dole campaign? What is at the
heart and the soul of the Dole

One conservative group, the Family Research Cor=~*"
said Dole's about-face on the issue is sending mix S99

nals to people interested in so-called
| “family values."
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Gay group’s donation
causes headaches
for Dole campaign

By Jake Thompson
Kansas City Star

WASHINGTON - As Bob Dole
strode away from a news confer-
‘ence on the budget, a subject
involving billions of dollars, the
last question he wanted to field
was one about a meager $1,000.

“Oohhhhhhh! No more,” the
Sen:ate majority leader groaned,
relling his eyes in exasperation at
a reporter who followed him along
to the “Senators Only” elevator.

Dole ducked into the car and
away from the question about the
ﬁ‘gs}ﬂy stirred fuss over the con-
tribution from the Log Cabin
Republicans, a gay group. He then
offered an observation and advice:

“For $1,000, you guys must be

obsessed with this thing. Try
again.”

Then the door slid shut.

But it was the Kansan who had
reopened the Log Cabin issue. He
reversed himself Tuesday when
he said his campaign staff should
not have returned the Log Cabin
contribution.

Suddenly his opposition in the

' presidential sweepstakes and the
media pundits watching for the
front-runner’s stumble had some-
thing new to talk about — or actu-
ally, something old to talk about
again

Critics already had character-
ized recent shifts on other sub-
Jjects — tax cuts and term limits —
as wavering on the conservative
agenda'in Congress.

Two GOP challengers, Sens.
Phil Gramm of Texas and Arlen

Specter of Pennsylvania, quickly

~ took aim after Dole’s Log Cabin
reversal.

Gramm painted it as more flip-
flopping. Specter characterized it
as Dole’s belatedly acknowledging
a moderate belief that the
Republican Party should be more
inclusive,

Some moderates had com-
plained about the decision to
return the gay group’s money,
which some had seen as a clumsy
effort by the Dole camp to gain the
blessing of social conservatives.

Now the complaints are com-
ing from the religious right,
already wondering about Dole’s
refusal to sign a pledge to keep
anti-abortion language in the
party platform. '

The Rev. Lou Sheldon, chair-
man of the Traditional Values
Coalition, said he thought Dole
would lose votes over the Log
Cabin switch.

“This is an issue of character
with Bob Dole,” Sheldon said.
“The man’s character has come

through loud and clear, and we |

don’t need this kind of flipping
and flopping in the White House. I
disagree with Arlen Specter, but I
respect him for staying on his
sheet of music,

"~ “The homosexual agenda is not
acceptable, so you cannot accept
money from the messenger of the
agenda.”

It isn’t the first self-inflicted
punch Dole ever landed, but it
comes at a time of nagging ques-
tions about the depth of party
ent_husiaam for Dole, especially as
retired Gen. Colin Powell and
Houge Speaker Newt Gingrich
continue to nibble at the idea of a
presidential bid.

“He can’t afford too‘many more
%af?'es like this,” Clemson

niversity political  scientist
phati-llee Dut.zn z;;d of Dole. “He’s

In the center of a firing squad

with his rivals, and he’s got t:qstop

giving them ammunition ”
'Som;a:{l Doﬁl-::; bobbles have

arisen y the expected

trickiness of running the Senate

"Traditional values do not include
the homosexual agenda,” said Robert
H. Knight, director of cultural studies
for the organization. “Any time a
politician flip-flops like this, it really
backfires on him."

Tafel said his 10,000-member group
had contributed to three GOP presi-
dential candidates: Dole,
Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen Specter and
California Gov. Pete Wilson, who has
dropped out of the race.

In Dole’s cage, Tafel said, the con-
tribution was prompted by the Kansas
senator's office non-diserimination
policy and his support for such legisla-
tion as the Ryan White Act, which pro-
vides money for AIDS sufferers.

One critic of 'the refund, *
Republican Rep. Steve Gunderson of
Wisconsin, said Dole last month |
assured him he had never “advocated
discrimination against any
American.”

Gunderson, who is gay, said Dole
sought and obtained his continued
“active and visible support” for his |
presidential campaign.

“I have no doubt that the Dole cam-
paign regrets the impression” left by
the incident, Gunderson added.
“Perhaps, in the end, something like
this has some benefit because it pro-
vides a healthy dose of sensitivity
training in the midst of a hectic politi-
cal campaign.”

Dole said he wouldn’t solicit con-
tributions from the Log Cabin group,
“I don't want to open it all up-again.
It's all over,"” he said.

“his fences with the organization,
Jthe Log Cabin Republicans.

Dole would not say whether he

campaign? |
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"~ By Tom Webb
Fagle Washington bureau
<“-WASHINGTON — Kansas Gov.
"Bill Graves still hasn't paid for a
~;geries of 1994 campaign trips that he
-fook on private corporate jets, and a
“‘political watchdog group is wonder-
ing why not.
~ .+ Bill Graves for Governor still owes
."$8,400 for five campaign trips, even
though the flights occurred nearly a
year ago, and election laws require
his campaign to pay his way. The
debt was listed among campaign
‘finance reports filed Oct. 13 in
“'Washington.
So why hasn't Graves paid his
*bills?
* “Evidently it was one of those

“'burner for a time,” Graves' press
“ gecretary Mike Matson said
- ‘Wednesday. But, Matson said
emphatically, “It will be paid.”
Graves owes the money to

~/Campaign America, the political

-action committee of Sen. Bob Dole,
..R:Kan. Dole gave Graves a great
deal of help during the governqrfs

‘Graves camp

' things that was placed on the back .

race, but $8400 in airfare was one

favor Dole couldn't legally give.
Dole's PAC paid for the jet up front,
and expected Graves' campaign to
later send a check.

But nearly a year later, with the
flights not reimbursed, one cam-
paign watchdog group says it's start-
ing to look suspicious.

“The ultimate question is, how

" long does it take for a loan to a can-
didate to turn into a gift to a candi-
date?” asked Josh Goldstein with the
Center for Responsive Politics in
Washington. “It seems to me that
after a year has passed, and the gov-
ernor has been. in office for nine
months, we are certainly at the
point when a loan looks a whole lot
like a campaign contribution.”

A gift of that size would plainly be
illegal. Under Kansas law, PACs can
legally give only $2,000 per election
to a candidate for governor.

Last fall, Dole repeatedly bor-
rowed the private jets of large cor-
porations as he crisscrossed the
country campaigning for Republican
candidates. Graves rode along dur-
ing the Kansas portion of those trips,
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and the law required him to reim-
burse his portion of the cost.

Other Kansas Republicans flew on
Dole's borrowed jets, too, but all of
them paid their bills long ago. Lt
Gov. Sheila Frahm paid promptly. So
did Rep. Todd Tiahrt, R-Goddard. As
did Rep. Sam Brownback, R-Topeka.

Graves' spokesman was asked
about the reason for its delay.

‘I don’t think there’s a delay
involved at all, and I think it's wrong
to characterize it as such,” Matson
replied. He also said there’s some

cy about the numbers.

“Evidently our numbers don't jibe
with their numbers, and we're in the
process of trying to figure out where
the right numbers are. ... No one

disputes that the campaign owes

Campaign America the money.”
The practice of borrowing corpo-
rate jets, a frequent activity for
Dole, has drawn criticism from cam-
paign watchdog groups. Politicians
usually pay a bargain rate when
they borrow a corporate jet — gen-
erally the cost of a firstclass ticket
— instead of the true cost of char-
tering a private airplane and paying

A Th]

et o B SR bRy
a pilot; Which'éan cost fen Hmes b
bl ot e pracics s enir
eg@latlxrmgmelastﬂu'eeweeks_ofthe
1994 campaign, records show thal
Dole five times borrowed the US
Tobaeco corporate jet, twice bor
rowed a jet from ‘agribusiness gian
Archer Daniels Midland, twice bor:
rowed an AIG jet, and also borrowed
jets beloriging to Federal . Express
and drug maker Schering-Plough.

The Kansas Secretary of State's
office reports that Graves spent $1.6
‘million: last; fall to. defeat. Democrat
Jir Slattery: As'of ‘January,
campaign, reported $6,121 cash on
hﬂ.l‘ﬂm #aN __l';\j "
rding to Campaign America’s
most recent quarterly report, filed
Oct. 13 at the Federal Election
Commission, Bill 'Graves for
Governor has five unpaid bills for
“air travel.” The five amounts owed
are $2,530, $2,148, $594, $2,164 and

Earlier . reports. show.tha  the
rughtsu:::ere I;?l taken” in.the . final

aign still owes Dole PAC

three weeks of the 1994 campaign

for governor:
e

Dole’s cheap shots smack of hypocrisy

Russell

A Small Central Kansas Town
Gets Two Big Chances at Boasting Rights
Russell, Kan., made U.S. News and World Report
: magazine recently. The small town surrounded by wheat

i fields didn’t get just a mention either. Two pages, with
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' Bob Dole was born and grew up and his Pennsylvania
& colleague in the Senate, Arlen Specter, went to school from
% the eighth grade until high school graduation. Both men
are-Republican presidential candidates. e o
Folks in Russell aren’t letting the media exposure
that the two men have ted interfere with their down-
to-earth lifestyle. Kids are back in school. Adults are anx-

ious for the new milling facility to open on the gd_ge"of
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I knew it was coming. It was just a
matter of time, The real Bob Dole is
beginning to re-emerge. You just can’t
keep a bad temper down.

With a multitude of problems con-
fronting this country, the fading leader
among GOP presidential hopefuls took
President Clinton head-on Monday
night. Was this tough posturing directed
at differences over welfare reform,
restructuring Medicare or even foreign
policy? Nahhh. It was over Nation o

“Islam leader Louis Farrakhan,

That’s right — Louis Farrakhan. At a
speech in a New York fund-raiser in
which he raised another $1 million, Dole
lambasted Clinton for failing to mention
Farrakhan by name in a speech in which
the president said, “One million men are
right to be standing up for personal
responsibility. But one million men do
not make right one man’s message of
malice and division.”

Said Dole: “I am shocked and dis-

Had the president mentioned Farrakhan
by name, Dole would've chastised
Clinton for not criticizing the pattern on
Farrakhan’s bow tie.

The senator’s allegations appear
petty, at the very least, Much worse,
they are potentialy harmful. There’s no
doubt Farrakhan’s version of “I Have a

Dream?” is far different than that

espoused by the Rev, Martin Luther
King Jr. 30 years ago. Unlike King,
Farrakhan makes no effort to embrace
all races and religions. His record of
intolerance toward Jews and whites is

repugnant.

pep rally or a nice day off for more than
400,000 men? Why can’t we nurture the
potential positives that may come from
this march once the participants have
returned to their communities? Can’t we
take politics out of the rift between
races? Guess I'm pretty naive.

Monday’s tantrum was little more
than a display of Dole keeping in charac-
ter. It appears Dole has been getting
increasingly testy as he continues to slip
in the polls.

It must be frustrating to know that
polls show none of the current
Republican field beating Clinton. It must

be additionally annoying for Dole to
know he would place third in a three-
way race with Clinton and former Gen.
Colin Powell.

I mean, after all, it seems like yester-

day that Dole was cruising along as

—everyone’s favorite. He could almost
hear “Hail to the Chief” being played in
his honor. The political world was his
oyster. And then came Iowa.

Yes, the Iowa Straw Poll, perhaps the
most useless money-making scheme
since the Pet Rock. But was that mean-
ingless event ever costly for Dole. Phil
Gramm’s crafty campaign caught Dole’s
people sleeping, and bought a tie with
the Kansas senator.

Since that dreadful Saturday, Dole’s

ownon Interstate 70, between Salina and Hays; travelers
are notified by a large sign that they are in Bob Dole
Country. Of course, Specter has some fans there too, and
‘some Russell residents are even Democrats. What really
- makes the town special isn’t who lived there once upon a
tirhe, but who still lives there. It’s a town of downright
friendly folks filled with ly values. If there were such
a thing as a time machine to fly back to the .
1950's, travelers could end up in Russell. .. :

nation.”
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mayed that President Clinton did not
find the moral courage to denounce
Louis Farrakhan by name in his speech
today in Texas. Farrakhan is a racist
and anti-Semite, unhinged by hate. He
has no place in American public life, and
all who lead must say so. And I resent
the implication by the president of the

" United States that ours is a racist

If memory serves me right, the sena-

fact, he seems blind to the fact that most

standing in the polls has headed south.
But he shouldn't take it out by firing
cheap shots at Clinton. After all, there
are plenty of significant issues on which
Dole can challenege the president. No,
Dole should direct his anger at his cam-
paign people, including those in Kansas
who failed to rally the troops to get their

Sen. Bob Dole posteriors on the bus for Iowa.
. But Dole’s comments do little to heal Dole needs to focus more on Powell,
the strain between blacks and whites. In  who said he didn’t join the march

because Farrakhan organized it. The for-

and running for nomination at the The restaurants serve real down-home Sunday din- Do 3 good o panged when David  African-Americans attended the march  mer general poses  more immediate
sa.txafbme. . e |  of fried chicken, mashed potatoes and Jello 12 whose Teatimo haagtad tha leadership of  for the message, not the messenger. threat to Dole’s political future, We'll
that gf;::kt: ago, ?"1‘; hinted And while devouring the good : citizens are the Ku Klux Klan, ran for governor Eugene Kane, a columnist for The 1;10“' meeekIgovivl':tether 1P°:e§§e i going
nate might not pass a SRR T Lt ioad Aol TR : inel, wrote: run. If so, Dole’s people r have a
full $245 billion tax cut because probably wondering about the chances of the Russell president and senator — all within this M‘},ﬁm%?ﬁif’?ml el] z‘:ﬂ liter.  game plan prepared, or else he'l get

some Senate conservatives had

decade. Call me a cynic but I wonder
whether any outrage — at least in the

ally an ocean of black faces, a pilgrimage

caught with his politicial pants around

expressed reservations, mill. the weather: wha' maclm said in-church Fale e i ;

Gramm Domdedozswa at Dol ﬂﬁ ning. An 3 B while mm ne will governor and senate races - was muted  Of black masculinity uniting to take a hls’l?l'nn:ﬂa:mned relations between whites
for backing down on a p:yomxse t:: _ that m And maybe once in a S0 because Duke was a Republican. stand and make a statement. The state- and hlacks that fllowed the scquittal of
American voters, And even ] § even bring up politics. : 3 (  Dole did say he liked “the talk about  ment to the world was that, contrary to ) y o/ oon haven't dented Powell’s

- week, when the Senate finall : - Russell’s not self-reliance, about picking yourself up,  Popular opinion, black men are not the o0 1, o 'In fact, polls show him beat-
approved tax cuts of $245 billior. 10 live there. A cleaning up our cities and gettingkids  most violent, most unruly and most anti- > Glinton in a head-to-head election in
Gramm took credit for prodding ’ off drugs. But I don't think Farrakhan  social people in the country. - which he was the Republican candidate.
mlﬂmleadhismﬂeagueatothat { should be the leader of the march. He “When we put our minds to it, we can So, Sen. Dole, you've fallen, and it {
point, - | spreads suspicion, separatism and hate  come together in an impressive show of  appears you can'f get up. The question |

" wherever he goes. No cloak can cover the  solidarity.” e is, will you? Reverting to “the old Bob !
ugliness of Farrakhan’s purpose.” : Is that so bad, Senator? What if, in Dole” will once again leave you on the
Give me a break, Senator. This is not  the long run, Monday’s event turns out sidelines watching someone else get the
about Farrakhan. This is about Clinton.  to have been more than a Farrakhan nomination. '
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