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ml mﬂn&ugm a closer look at the
ha&f_wr 20 years hfnmﬁage!. the Doles
Oil‘:i ome one of the most smoothly
He has risen to become Majority Leader
of the U.S. Senate and the current GOP
front-runner for the Presidential nomi-
nation. She has held two Cabinet posts—
: y of Transportation under Pres-
ident Re_agan and Secretary of Labor
under President Bush. As the current pres-
p;idgn h;fnu; American Red gr:tss, she has
: personal stamp on that organiza-
tion, whose $1.8 billion annual and
e o
operation in wi

The Doles are ar figures in the

nation's capital. gh Bob Dole has
often come across on TV as a brooding,
caustic politician, he is in fact widely ad-
mired by both his Democratic and Repub-
lican colleagues.

. For her part, Elizabeth Dole, who
Invariably makes every list of the most-
admired women in America, receives
about 6000 requests for speeches a year.

Nonetheless, only a year ago, many
political observers were saying that Dole
Wwas 0o old and too old-fashioned to win
his party’s nomination
for the Presidency.
Indeed, he has reached &
for the political brass
ring two times before
—in 1980 and 1988—
and lost each time.

Furthermore, savvy
political handica;
point out that Dole, who
has been in Congress
fo_r 34 years, is viewed
with skepticism by a
public that is fed up with
ﬁ!}tlcal insidc;s. m

is regarded by
Republicans and Dem-
ocrats as a politician’s
politician—someone
who is ready to give a
little to get a little—may
tum out to be his biggest
obstacle. “Dole’saman |
who understands the art
of compromise, a real
deal-maker,” a Washington observer ex-
lained. “The trouble with that is he
leaves people wondering if he stands for
anything.” His recent lurch to the right
on such issues as gun control and contri-
butions from gay Republicans only rein-
forces this reputation.

The important thing to understand
about the Doles is that both grew up in
small towns, dreaming big dreams. He was
a poor kid in Russell, Kan. (pop. 2500);
she was a child of well-to-do parents in
Salisbury, N.C. (pop. 30,000). They met
in 1972, after the Senator was divorced
from his first wife, the former Phyllis
Holden, who had been an occupational
therapist at the hospital where Dole was
nursed back to health from the World
War II combat wounds that left his right
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ﬂse personality. He and
p 'hnvuzl.;u;hter.ltpbin.no:rw.

_ When Dole began dating Elizabeth -

La mm\;&sgﬂmm‘m&d
w who was ach-
ing 40 and had not married. “He used to
come down to North Carolina to visit with
my ts fairly often,” she recalled,
“and one morning he went down to the
kitchen where Mother was mm-
fast. He had a towel over his ,and
he said, ‘Mrs. Hanford, I think you ought

to see my problem.” And it was his war
injuries. And Mother said, ‘Bob, that’s

nota That’sa ‘of honor.""”

A fervent Christian, Elizabeth com- *
bined a desire to tend to the needs of oth-

ers with a lor

for a career in public
‘service. In

1976, 10 months af-

ter she and Senstor Dole were married, . g

she ily left her post at the Federal
Trade ission to campaign with her
husband, who was on the ican tick-
et as Gerald Ford’s running mate.
Friends say that Elizabeth Dole’s South-

em-belle exterior conceals a tough, or- |

derly mind and that it is she who has been
instrumental in pushing her husband to-
ward the White House. They note that
after the Republican debacle in 1976, she

studied videotapes of Bob's prickly cam-
paign appearances and set out to soften :

his reputation as the party’s hatchet man.

When I met with the Senator in his
chambers on Capitol Hill, I asked about
the stories that his wife has tried to trans-
form him into a kinder, gentler politician.

“She tells me to smile more,” he replied.
*“Her mother tells me to smile more. A lot
of people tell me to smile more. I'm trying
to leamn how to do that. But, you know,
it’s a tough job up here—talking about
life-and-death issues or war and peace—
and sometimes there’s nothing worth smil-
ing about. I think you’re pretty much who
you are, and it’s pretty hard to say, well,
tomorrow you’re going to be different.”

The Doles are highly disciplined peo-
ple who put in 12- to 14-hour days. Early

risers, they divide up the household chores,
After the Senator makes the bed, he and

Leader, the Doles’ 12-year-old miniature
schnauzer, are chauffeured to the !

in a government car. Mrs. Dole drives
herself to work in the family's 1987
Chevrolet

they fax each other their jam-packed
schedules, so they can keep track of one
another’s whereabouts. :
Each is on the road 100 days or more
a year. When they haven’t seen each oth-

8 jor operations—he for prostate cancer

-( irst of all,
I admire who
she is,” said
Senator Dole about
his wife. “I mean,
her discipline, her
attitude, her morality,
what she has done
in her lifetime.”

| hos
__'gomuﬂghtmyg!:fa' to stay home
_ and order takeout from th:eaninese

P

- er for a long stretch of time, the Senator,
normally a reticent Midwesterner, wires
flowers to Elizabeth along with a little
note. Her presents to him are of a more
practical nature. She bought him a row-
ing machine, which they keep in their
small extra bedroom along with a Stair-
master. In their master bedroom, there is
a treadmill, which they take tums using
at night while they watch their favorite
™V such as Murder, She Wrote,
or movies like City Slickers—never, pre-

- sumably, R-rated films.

_ . The Doles are health-conscious. In the
‘last four years, they have undergone ma-

for a blocked carotid artery. Both
received clean bills of health during re-

. mw

Though they are on the A-list of every
tess in Washington, the Doles rarely

restaurant in the Watergate complex. “If

it doesn’t involve more than one ingre-

dient,” she said, *“Bob’s willing to cook
it. Like boiling a hot dog or something.
He’s not into gourmet dishes. I enjoy fix-
ing a good meal for him on those nights
when the Senate is not in session.”

Qn vlfugekmds, she sonmumu:! m

es him on campaign stops,
Eﬁ:lhns smdiouslyp::r%?dcgpsthe aﬂpear-
ance of becoming too deeply involved in
the campaign, because the Red Cross is a
nonpartisan organization.

In 1979 and again in 1987, Mrs. Dole
was cnucfl_lzlnd by some for resigning from
high-profile government posts i
to help her husband

believes those critics were wrong.

“I'don’t feel that it was a matter of sac-
rificing my career,” she said. “It’s really
a matter of adjustments. It wasn't some-
thing I had to do. It was something I chose
to.do. And I think that’s what women
have been fighting for—the right to make
our own decisions about what's best for
ourselves and our families.”

“Running for the Presidency is a big,
big undertaking,” Senator Dole added.
“The last time we did it, it all ended in
New Hampshire. It’s pfft, like that. But
you get over it. This is a tough business
continued

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas.
http://dolearchives.ku.edu '
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we’re in. And today it’s more and more
demanding. You figure you've got to
raise $25 million in a year, and you raise
it in'$1000 donations at a time. 1t’s got
to be a team effort.” If her husband wins
the nomination, Mrs. Dole presumably
will again join him full-time on the cam-

he is an extremely effective public
speaker, and the Senator welcomes her
help. He is known as one of the earliest

e s of opportunity for
women in politics. “Politics is no longer
Jjustaman'’s world,” he said. “It’s opened
up. You don’t look at the man or the
woman, you look at their philosophy.
What would

“What is it about your wife that you
admire the most?” | asked.

“Well,” he said, “first of all, probably
who she is. I mean, her discipline, her
attitude, her morality and what she has
done in her lifetime. And then, of course,
her government service. And in addition,
obviously, she’s been a very active cam-
paigner in Presidential races—not just
mine, but on behalf of Presidents Reagan
and Bush. She’s well known across the
country. And I kid a lot about it. They
say, ‘Are you going to run?' And I say,
‘No, I think it’s Elizabeth’s turn.””

“What would your reaction be if your
wife someday were elected President?”
- “] told her, ‘Just give me a car and a
driver, and I'll be happy,”” he replied
with his typical deadpan wit. “I'won’t
try to make any policy.”

Mrs. Dole is adept at participating in
this running joke. Once, her husband was
asked at a public event if being married
to a powerful woman ever made him feel
emasculated. “Hold it, cupcake,” she in-
terrupted. “1'1l take that one.”

What role would she play if her hus-
band wiré.- Ifcl::ctftg Plt'le]ilderl:t? She has
positioned he as the polar opposite
of the feminist Hillary Rodham Clinton.

“Hillary Clinton is a smart lady in a

spot,” she said. “I usually don't agree
with her views on issues, but I think she
has the courage of her convictions. But
does everyone from this point on need
to do what Hillary Clinton has done? No,
Idon’t see that as a t. I think each
successive First Spouse will decide what is
the right role. And that’s the way it should
be. The role should fit the person.”

Some friends have suggested that, if
her husband becomes President, Eliza-
beth Dole should stay on at the Red Cross
and become the first First Lady with a
real career outside the White House. But
knowledgeable sources say that proba-
bly would not be possible, given politi-
cal sensitivities.

“With public service, it’s not a ques-
tion of a particular job or even winning
an election,” Mrs, Dole said. “It’s a ques-
tion of making a positive difference for

le. What's important to Bob and me
1s that we feel a sense of mission. It’s the
mission that drives you forward. You
don’t ever have to think about it once it
becomes a part of you.” [}

doif they got elected?” |-
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Dole attacks
‘Polarizer’

Phil Gramm

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, 3.C. — Senate
Majority Leader Bob Dole accused
rival Phil Gramm of grandstand-
ing for suggesting that Dole was
too willing to sacrifice Republican
conservative ideals in compromis-
ing with Democrats,

“He's a polarizer. ‘Phil the
Polarizer, he's called,” Dole, the
front-runner for the GOP presi-
dential nomination, told reporters
Saturday at his South Carolina
headquarters. “There’s a limit to
how much you can grandstand.”

Dole made the comments after
a speech to the South Carolina
Federation of Republican Women.

Sen. Gramm, R-Texas, had
talked to the organization Friday
night.

'The name-calling marked a
departure from Dole’s pledge earli-
er this year to refrain from getting
drawn into a war of words with
Gramm or other rivals. In previous
bide for the White House, the
Kansas senator had been criticized
for his acid tongue and was said to
be taking a kinder and gentler
approach this time around.

Dole said Saturday that his
experience as Senate leader,
including his ability to control the
“different egos,” provides invalu-
able experience for the White
House.
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While oppbﬂents pile up the bills,
Dole campaign rakes in the cash

ls, reported cash on hand of just these are the guys that are going to
Sy Richard Koll $121000 and a debt of $600,000. have to watch their debt very care-
_ Specter aides said the moderate fully,” said Herbert Alexander, a
WASHINGTON — Campaign debt Republican would remain in the pres- campaign finance expert at the
is creeping up on a number of idential race, and hoped to turn University of Southern California.
Republican presidential hopefuls a8 around his lackluster fund-raising “This is going to keep them running
front-runner Bob Dole becomes the performance with a direct mail cam- at low levels, which makes it tougher
first GOP contender to top the $20 paign concentrating largely on Jews to raise money.”
million mark in contributions. and abortion-rights supporters. Campaign spending reports issued
-—Dole;-the-Senate-majority-leader,— Specter-is-a-Jewish-moderate who - Monday by _the campaigns and the
was raising $1 million at a New York stands at odds with the anti-abortion FEC showed other candidates carry-
fund-raiser Monday night, pushing his conservatives dominating the GOP ing debt as well.
total for the year above $20 million. field. Texas Sen. Phil Gramm's debt was
Reflecting the financial prowess of a He is not the only Republican run- = $732,000, compared with the $4.7 mil-
front-runner, Dole had $7 million ning a debt. lion in cash that Gramm had on Sept.
cash on hand at the end of  California Gov. Pete Wilson 30,
September, dwarfing a debt of dropped out of the race last month,in  His debt figure could well increase:
$700,000, according to reports filed part because his debt had ballooned Gramm has been spending more
with  the Federal Election to more than $1 million. than $4 million in each of the last
Dole made the comments in a Commission. “The real problem here is people three quarters. and his fund-raisine
Capitol ‘Hill meeting "with - Ohio - Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen Specter, who aren't considered front-runners, - /pate has slipped. :
reporters. who hovers at 5 percent or less in the the guys who aren't expected to last, Conservative commentator Pat
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Dole: Rejecting gays’ money a mistake

Dole has been good on our issues,but had called him when the letter
! ; he’s trying to be on all sides of the arrived to tell him, “My campaign
Washington Post Service question.” made a mistake. I should have

WASHINGTON — Weeks after he Just as Dole on Tuesday blamed accepted the contribution and said
returned a campaign contribution the rejection decision on a lack of it's a thank you for my work on the
from a group of gay Republicans, consultation with him, so Warfield Ryan White (AIDS reseal;ch) bill, and
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole on  back in August blamed “some mem- it would have been over. :
Tuesday called the action a mistake bers of the finance team™ operating —Gunderson said he accepted Dole’s
and blamed it on his campaign staff.  on their own. word and believed the decision to

“] think if they had consulted me Dole’s decision drew widespread return the $1,000 “was not a slam on
they wouldn’t have done that,” the criticism in August, including a sting- the Log Cabin Republicans but a
presidential candidate said. “I just ing letter from Rep. Steve strategic decision by his staff. They
didn’'t agree with what happened” Gunderson, R-Wis, an early endorser looked at the $1,000 and they thought
when the $1,000 check from the Log of Dole's candidacy and an acknowl- of all the grief they would get rrorp
Cabin Republicans, a group of gay edged homosexual. ,” Pat Buchanan and decided it wasn't
and lesbian Republicans, was sent Gunderson said Tuesday that Dole  worth it."

back in August.

Los Angeles Times/

defended the decision to return the between July and September, besting
contribution. e bl Gﬂod,a%owedg&%.%.d iz
“Tuesday, however, Dole y ] b E9EE 5% \ pe
view is, %just) because you accept *| The Salina Jounal { Monday, October 16, 1895  A5: ; g e e - AR Former Tennessee Gov. Lamar
money tilrnm t#;:r you don’t agree . : 0 ° - : ' h. ﬁscasher h&?ﬁ%ﬂ%h debt of
with their agenda.” as and a 0
Bt ww .| Dole plays up his reliable image in New Hampshire - gges s
Republicans again and said no. “1 i, ! L LhT L R T arns in- rted by 9 percent. fore the general election, Dole’s roughly the same predicament as
don't want o open it all up again,” he By STEVEN A. HOLMES m Dole :’: be ““‘tfdg‘ggmt wa:ts?hpé:omomé’ tiea Dole cam- aide says the Dole strategists are Specter, with 3388,0%0 in cash on
i :ivzrht'- his aign MANC'}E;.I'E;.":Q“}?.L The 75 _image: steady, solid, almost bor- paign is so confident of the candi- nmot wlﬂ';i&d; ab:gtcl;ii:tz;andlng in hand and debts of s-mooom
Tuesday camp A less a blazing star than a per- date’s position as front-runner, the po -8~ . Millionaire publishing Steve
sy B S axteld, (e P G t;lty kR * sictent day-in-day-out performer.  that its strategy is to concentrate *Where was S > Forbes, meanwhile, had a de
incident “one of the _most b m house ;gre had q|'1gﬁed white “I'm the Cal Ripkin of American less on the other Republican con- polls a year before ie_election? more than $4 million — all49f
stories of the year. m\,im munched on hors d’oeuvres politics,” Dole said during a cam-  tenders, and more on President said Scott “Reed. Dole %‘ﬁ?fgﬂaigg Forbes himself loaned the
. Da(m:alﬂnGmr‘ me:mnclahnsm{ogag and &Onned Bob Dole buttons. paign stop in Manchester last Cﬁ;l:ton he bias bilt‘his big mg;:mghem was nto Debt can be particularly trouble-
Lo group, y 8 3 1 u miss a game.” , even as 3 e : :
mesmhers. i e 'halfe??;ﬂwmm@h?mougbtm catmlille wghfal!,tl’:vi:rworking.g : lead, there are some troubling As for Dole’s insider, Mr. Fix-it some for A Lt v
s ' tial nominee sl been fixated on speculation about show him mnmgm m‘““’“ed;?“?mtgeiﬂggﬁéi:; wmm' s soon as federally s
e ) 3 ' in a two-man race lieve there is a : " s e
F i (4 beeaussopl:o?ll;have confi- mm&mmmr& mﬂm&ﬁmmmwaﬂ battle ‘{nside the GOP: And'with mmmm"
ﬁf:@ in Bob Dole, “ig-r“:f;rl“_ Republican contest, Dole has qui- in a three-way contest. - the conservative direction of the Those checks ‘will ‘be ‘ssued in
ence m r ; etly amassed a formidable lead in ~ And n_lslth;;emnt of %e m g:;ty firmly %ﬁ%mmi?f ng, when few mgﬂsﬂ' will
d : - fund-ra , organization, en- dents WMUR po primary need in- want to spend money on .any thing
take s} oyeg @ eign, 'om & ca dorsements‘and: voter. support if Powel were in the race they _spiration, but o sense thal the oher thn TV adveriing i canv
oy B 3 +/ : enublicans in would vote for . _ nominee Carry : paigning leadup to !
mtzt? bmine:: Yes. w Some Republican strategists agenda that has already been set. and caucuses in Fet ¥
; ‘with- dents and, say that Dole’s commanding lead  “The direction which the party is m“,n“'_ Y “m{ mm m? 3
;::"wi”t;' W : m-m\wmum-gmwtmd%mm lheﬂlmmm”mm
5 MM ! v : ‘of his mﬂty' ﬂm. m.n M m
w,—u“mh &mmp‘ :.- ed in New Hampshir mm of the party's Reed said. “Under those conditions, off a debt to a bank, th l‘ﬂ
ra;-r “whose mo Dole, far ahead of his closest ri-* sense that Dole’s time has come.  people are looking for someone who hmmm. tich 1o get out
Ronald Reagan, was a | al, Patrick J. Buchanan, who  With more than a year to go be-  can implement therogram. ‘most need to do s0," USC's Alextioid
ety e
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