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and that doesn’t look good

i g : aligned behind Dole, those oountmg the votes called
wwnmmm it a tie.

' By JOHN SEARS

Straw ballots don't mean anything in the real

world. In this one, everyone paid $25 to vote, and

‘ ther Republican candidates
b 'peopleﬁomoutofstatewmallowwtopama-

Sen. Bob Dole and his wife,l Elizabeth, greet supporters during a visit to the Kansas State Fair on Sunday.

The Associated Press

Dole: Powell open to scrutiny

Gingrich won't
“run, senator says

By LEW FERGUSON
The Associated Press

HUTCHINSON — Sen. Bob
Dole said Sunday retired Gen.
Colin Powell “obviously would
be a worthy opponent” in the
Republican presidential race,
but indicated he thinks Powell
may have difficulty deciding to
enter politics. |

Dole also dismissed a sugges-
tion that House Speaker Newt
Gingrich would mount a formi-
dable challenge for the GOP
nomination if he decided to run.

“He’s not going to run, any-
way,” Dole said of Gingrich.

Dole, the Senate Majority
Leader, told reporters during a
news conference at the Kansas
State Fair he considers Powell
“an outstanding person.”

“I think he really has to make

a decision whether he really
wants to get into politics. It’s a
little different than being in the
Army. You don’t give orders in
politics; you take a lot of ques-
tions.

“It’s a different life and you
have to be committed and you
have to understand where you
are on the issues because what-
ever happens ... as soon as he
announces, if he's a Republi-
can, people who are Democrats
won’t like him; if he’s a Demo-
crat, people who are Republi-
cans won't like him.”

Dole also said that as soon as
Powell reveals his positions on
such issues as abortion and
agriculture “he’ll lose people.”

“I imagine he's heard of tar-
get practice but not (agricul-
ture) target prices,” Dole said.
“So it’s his decision to make.”

Dole also rejected a call by
Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas, one
of his rivals for the Republican
nomination, to sign an anti-

abortion pledge put forth by the
Christian Coalition, which most
of the GOP candidates ad-
dressed during a convention in
Washington over the weekend.

“I’ll make my own decisions
on issues and they’ll not be dic-
tated by Phyllis Schlafly, who is
a Gramm supporter, or Mr.
Gramm himself.”

Asked whether he had a time
table for deciding whether he
would sign the pledge to support
a GOP platform plank calling
for a constitutional amendment
to outlaw abortion, Dole
replied, “I don't think it’s even
relevant. I've got a good record.
If people can't rely on that, then
signing a pledge wouldn't make
any difference.”

Dole became irritated with
reporters who pressed him on
the issue of returning a $1,000
contribution to the Log Cabin
Club, an organization of gay Re-
publicans, when he has not re-
turned some contributions from

entertainment companies he
has criticized for financing vio-
lent movies, television pro-
grams and rap music.

“They have a specific agenda
which I do not subscribe to,”
Dole said of the Log Cabin Club.
“I don’t know who all con-
tributes to my campaign. But if
it’s somebody with a special
agenda we're not going to ac-
cept their money.”

He said some of the money
coming from Hollywood dated
to 1972 and noted his foundation
had returned $50,000 to Time
Warner, one of the main targets
of Dole’s criticism.

“I don’t believe in discrimina-
tion in any form, whether it’s
lifestyle, disability, race, ethnic
background or gender,” Dole
said. “But they (Log Cabin)
have a different agenda; we
don't agree with them.”

When a reporter tried to press
the issue further, Dole would
take no more questions on it.

DOLE IS HITTING CLINTON WHERE IT DOESN'T HURT

the Presidential candidate in-

tones grimly. American economic
- growth is slowing; the leading indica-

. tors are falling. Worse, wages have

dropped—*“the worst performance in
eight years.” And the incumbent
President seems only too willing to
tolerate slow growth, conceding, ac-
cording to the challenger, that
“America’s economy has hit a glass

\ The warning lights are flashing,

Walter Mondale, trying to unseat

Ronald Reagan in 19847 Or maybe that he will cut taxes and spending
Michael 8. Dukakis in 1992, strug- _ 80 that “America’s entrepreneurs will
gling to beat George Bush? : bring our nation roaring into the 21st
ODD MESSAGE. No. Those dire warn- - Century.”
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Not to be outdone, Dole’s competi-
tors are also vying for the mantle of
Entrepreneur-in-Chief. Senator Phil

amm (R-Tex.) promises that he

will spell out his flat-tax proposal in
detail, including capital-gains and in-
heﬁtanee-tax relief, when he delivers
his economic manifesto on Sept. 11 in

nan proposes stiff tariffs on Japanese

~ and Chinese goods in order to bol-
~ ster American manufacturing. And

California Governor Pete Wilson says
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" er, it is obvious he doesn’t think

$0. As long as he exhibits a lack

* of confidence on this, there are
_plenty of ways for him to lose.

Several weeks ago, Sen. Phil

for president, the recent performance

pate, so any sane reading of there-

- some records it produced.

So none of us should have been
surprised when, reflecting on the re-
sults of the straw poll, he returned a
contribution he had received from a

* Leadér Bob Dole sults would have indicated to Dole
of Kansas must there was no cause for alarm.
have provided a ray But Dole’s fear of the Christian
of hope. Coalition knows no bounds. Earlier ,-
Inside the Belt- this year, he and his wife changed |
way, it is difficult to find anyone their church affiliation to a more '
who doesn’t believe that Dole fundamentalist congregation; more
has the nomination wrapped up. recently, Dole denounced Time
" After his recent actions, howev- ‘Warner for the ungodly nature of

" Gramm of Texas tied Dole in a gay political action committee, de-
straw ba.l?ot in Iowa. The whis- clared himself an advocate of mak-
.+ pers in Washington were that ing English the official language of*

+ Gramm probably won narrowly, the United States and switched

“““but with the vast majority of in- from deficit hawk to supply-side

* “fluential Republicans in the state Sen. Bob Dole booster.

The “third senator from Iowa,” as
he likes to be referred to, doesn’t seem convinced he
is wcll-regarded there.

Sears, a political analyst, served as campaign

Ronald Re 1976 and 1980. ‘
manager 'or Rona agan in an See DOLE, J-8, Col.€

The Kansas City Star J-5_1,
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None of this would matter -
much except that now that .
summer has past, voters in the
primary states will begin to get |
serious about what they should
do next year. Dole has gone out
of his way to tell them they -
should at least take a look at
the others in the race.

Perceptions are more impor-

- tant than facts in politics, and
the perception Dole created was
that he overreacts, Thisis nota”
helpful perception about a pos-
sible president because we want
our presidents to be strong men
who see a clear picture and are
not distracted by minutiae.

Dole, in a magazine article
early this year, claimed it was
Richard M. Nixon who taught
him his talent for handling is-
sues. “Run to the right until
you are nominated,” Nixon
presumably had said, “and then
move to the center.” Not bad
advice in its day, but if Dole
thinks he is implementing this

advice by what he is doing, he’s
crazy.

What Nixon meant (and what
he did) was to emphasize during
the nomination process those is-
sues he and conservatives =~
agreed on; then, as the election
unfolded, move to those on
which there was disagreement.

Then there were those matters
on which he did not have strong
feelings; those could be used to
fine-tune his position in the cen-
ter, or right of center, of the po-
litical spectrum. Nixon used to
refer to these issues as the

Reagan never gave back any
contributions or apologized for
any support. It was always, _
“They’re supporting me, I'm-
not supporting them” as far as
Reagan was concerned. And
this was true.

“paint our backsides white and
run with the antelopes” issues.

But everything Nixon said was
something he was willing to
stand behind. He was for deal-
ing from strength with the Rus-
sians, against the busing of chil-
_dren to achieve racial equality,
for putting more conservative
judges on the U.S. Supreme
Court. He was also for open -
housing, for black capitalism,
for creating a new agency to
deal with the environment.

Dole flits back and forth
about what he’s for until the
conclusion is hard to escape = |
:.‘hat he doesn’t know what he’s

or .
Earlier this year, at a GOP
gathering, Dole said, “I'll be
anything you want me to be; I'll
be Ronald Reagan if that’s
what you want.” He may have
wished he could be Dwight D,
Eisenhower, but he also knew
he'd just have to be himself.
*Reagan, incidentally, never
had any of these problems. He
was for you, oragainst you,
and you could count on it. But
even if he was against you, he
found ways to make you feel
comfortable.

Certainly no advocate of the .
gay agenda in the late 1970s, he
campaigned against an initia-
tive on the California ballot
that would have denied gays
and lesbians the right to teach
in the California education sys-

Certainly no advocate of orga-
nized labor’s agenda, he re- -
ceived the votes of millions of |
working-class Democrats who
felt hccamd about them.

Ccrlainlynofmol‘theSomt

! Umon.Reasanpo litely accept- |
ed its surrender. g

The Constitution doesn’t put
it this way, but the real power
of the presidency is that the
president is the representative
of all the people. He is the only
governmental leader that every-
one gets to vote for, Hc is indi-
vidual “numero uno” in the
land of individuals.

We want our president to
have strong beliefs, but we want
him to care about all of us. We
want him to have preferences,
but we don’t want him to play
favorites. We want him to fight
hard, but remain above the bat-
tle, as we expect him to make
the whole thing work. We want
him to be a better human being
than we are, someone from

whom we can gain confidence.
And we want him to set goals
for us, goals that come from his
mind and experience, not some-
thing he read in a poll or decid-
ed in an attempt to emulate
someone else.

I don’t mean to be tough on
Dole; he is a man who has given
greatly to his country and to the

.S. Congress. He is a decent
man who means well and is’
sympathetic to people in need.

But if he is to be president, he
will have to start showing his
better side. Nixon used to say,

“They don’t have to like you if
they respect you.” Reagan
demonstrated that the people
would trust you if they like you,
even if you weren’t on top of all
the issues.

It would be nice if we could |
both like and respect our next

president, but looking at all the |
Repu running, and at = |
Prendent Clinton, I wonder ' |
whether we canzxp‘u either. _|
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