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Salina, Kansas 

ty LINDA MOWIIY-DINNING 
ntSalln•Joui'IMII 

·.~.MES, low• ~ 9De by one1 the · 
· men with 'the dark sul.ts aod the 

. big smiles paraded across the ·· 
s~e1 much like contestants in a Miss 

" America contest. 
. l

1 
Dole. Wilson.- Gramm. Keyes. · 

1 Buchaiuin. Lugar SpeCter! Alexander. 
• Taylor . . '' I 

All seekers of the key to the White 
House. ·. 

Light's flashed and music blared as 
they waved to the almost 10,000 specta-
tol"!l gathered Inside the. Hilton Collsewp 
in Ames, Iowa. The prize this cool ·night 
in com country would be first place in 
the ~owa straw ·Poll, billed as the •first . 
major event of-the 1996 Republican 
presidential campaign • . 

Earlier', the notes of ·eo.- Home Bill 
BaUey" mixed with the chants of hun
dredlr of IJUilPOrter& sliouting •we wan 
Dole. We want.Dolel." . 
;. In resp01111e, .a backer of business ex
ecutive rry Taylor, a longBbot candi-

. ~te, a sljp.l and yelled, •Elect 

Dole makes a ·point to voters 
· during his 1 0-J:ninute addreu 

in Amel' Hilton Coll1eum. . 
• • • I 

ments, shaking hands and telling· any
one who would listen about their appre-

' ~1ati6n for Iowa: · · · . 1 • • , 

li' •oqn't make ~y inistake. It's goirig 
tO<tiippen in owa, TlilS" a cruclil · 
~1.'"1 Dole said sJlor.tly after be ·~

~pv~ 'at a bllltop rally'that ·overlookeq 
,the ~y-on the co lise~ grounds . • . 
staged by Gramm. , · . 

- ; The-.atmosphere minUck~ a ca11Jival. 
~.was music, funny hats and silly 

Nivior.. · · 
;. :Eac,b candidate had a te~t. The · 

•more popular - Dole, Gramm and 
commentator Pat Buchanan - had· 
bfgger tents and more of them. ' 
Gramm also had actor Charlton Hes
.ton, whp helped dish up pork and 
beans. And Morry Taylor, in an at
tempt to attract attention, aJ'l'ived in a 
caravan of motor homes and Harley
QavidSon motorcycles. 

· At one point.,.an airplane .trailing~a 
sign, •Go with a wiimer - vote Dole, • 
new over the gro~. 

..... See FANS~ Pa .. A6 

. '· (..:P'th~ vtfld.._ Of\. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas. 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu 


	xftDate: c017_roll2_354.pdf


